
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor and Council Meeting Minutes

January 24, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

A joint meeting of the Borough Council, Board of Adjustment and Planning Board was called to
order by Council President Sooy at 7:00 p.m. January 24, 2011.  Present were Council Members
Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan, Joseph Rossi and Kevin
Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney; Ralph Maresca, Jr., Administrator &
CMFO and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Clerk.

Members present for the Board of Adjustment were David Greenebaum, Marilyn Dee, Steve
Omlor, Gerald Negri, Diana Kramer, Kate Lincoln and Jeff Sailliard.

Members present for the Planning Board were Craig Lawrence, Alice Rochat, Charlotte Foster,
Mary Kellogg, Terry Thompson, Donald Knudsen and Robert Graham.  Hal Simoff arrived at
7:15 p.m.
 

STATEMENTS OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December
30, 2010. 

The Planning Board and Board of Adjustment read their Statement of Presiding Officer
individually.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Recited by all present

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Honecker arrived at 7:05pm.

Reports were heard from the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment.  Robert Graham of the
Planning Board reported on the status of several items.  The board is getting requests for solar
panels.  An ordinance has recently been passed regarding dumpsters.  Mt. Airy Road is to be
improved with a concern due to heavy traffic.  The extension of the Bernardsville streetscape was
discussed.

The Mayor inquired about the number of homes having been added through subdivisions.  Mr.
Graham replied that there are an estimated twelve buildable lots, but not all of the homes have
been built yet.
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Mr. McCrossan inquired whether either of the boards utilizes a stenographer.  Mr. Lynch replied
that the Board of Adjustment has a stenographer.  Mr. McCrossan mentioned the possibility of
eliminating the use of a stenographer and asked Mr. Maresca to look into that possibility.  Mr.
Greenebaum mentioned there are three cases with opposition and this is why a stenographer is
important and suggested that we ask the applicant to pay for the stenographer and raise fees.

Mr. Greenebaum said the Fire Prevention Bureau does not provide comments with every
application and only responds when the board asks them to.  Mayor Honecker suggested utilizing
a comment sheet similar to the one used by the Environmental Commission, and this sheet
should be given to Teri Lyons for the Board of Adjustment.  He suggested Frank Ferrante of the
Fire Prevention Bureau use the form. 

Sherry Frawley, Environmental Commission Chair, said the boards are performing at a high
level.  The Environmental Commission’s comments are professional, residents are sophisticated
and are encouraged to come to meetings.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Foster moved to accept minutes of meetings held December 30, 2010, January 3, January 10
and January 17, 2011.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  With no comments or questions, he closed
the public session.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinances

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1580, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING

SALARY ADJUSTMENTS FOR MEMBERS OF THE I.B.E.W., LOCAL 118.  Without
comments or questions from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing.  Mr. McCrossan
moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Sooy seconded the
motion, which was approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes
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Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1581, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

THE USE OF FIREARMS AND BOWS AND ARROWS AND AMENDING CHAPTER

III OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "POLICE REGULATIONS".  Without
comments or questions from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing.  Mr. Sooy moved to
pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion,
which was approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mrs. Foster moved that #11-1582, AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE PARKING IN

BOROUGH PARKING LOTS OF VEHICLES HAVING A GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT

OF MORE THAN 10,000 POUNDS, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published
according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,
February 28, 2011.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved by six yes votes.  Mr.
McCrossan inquired if this ordinance would effect Claremont lot.  Mr. Pidgeon said no, but we
can make exceptions if needed.  

Mr. Lawrence moved that #11-1583, AN ORDINANCE EXPLICITLY CREATING THE

POSITIONS OF "CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER" AND SUPPLEMENTING AND

AMENDING CHAPTER I OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "GENERAL

PROVISIONS", be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and
that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., February 28, 2011.  Mrs.
Foster seconded and the motion was approved by six yes votes.

Resolutions

#11-31 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#11-32 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#11-33 REAPPOINTING THE GREEN TEAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE

#11-34 AUTHORIZING CONTRACT AWARD FOR LIQUID ALUM

Mrs. Foster moved that Resolutions #11-31 through #11-34 be approved.  Mr. Rossi seconded
and the motion was approved upon a roll call vote:
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Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

RESOLUTION #11-35, ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT OF DISASTER

PREPAREDNESS ASSESSMENT was carried to the February 14 meeting when the Borough
Clerk will be present for discussion.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of January 24 was received.

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Rossi reported for the Public Safety Committee.  They will be meeting shortly.

Mr. McCrossan reported for the Finance Committee.  They have not had a meeting and are
waiting for the auditor to close the books for 2010.

Mr. Sooy reported for the Personnel Committee.  They met earlier this evening and there is one
item for Executive Session.

Mr. DeMarco, for Engineering, Technology, & Public Works, reported that the committee met
with Bob Brightly and John Macdowall.  Mr. Macdowall will put together a plan to meet with
neighbors in February regarding improvements to Mullens Lane.  Malcolm Pirnie completed an
assessment at the sewer plant with cost analysis. Old Fort Road and Anderson Hill Road are near
completion.  The project of pond dredging by Princeton Hydro was discussed with the goal to
complete it this year.  Mr. Rossi asked if Princeton Hydro could look at drainage behind the
railroad tracks.  Mayor Honecker said if it is within the scope of the project.  Mr. DeMarco said
he will see what Princeton Hydro says.

Mr. Rossi reported for Cable TV and Information Systems that he will meet with the cable
company regarding the project of lighting fiber optics.  Mayor Honecker asked Mr. Rossi for a
report from the committee as to what the intent of the project is.  

Mr. Lawrence reported for Board of Health.  Nothing new to report, the meeting was held
earlier this evening.
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Mr. DeMarco reported for the Environmental Commission.  The meeting was held on January
19 and he was unable to attend.

Mrs. Foster reported for Sustainable Jersey and announced a public program at the library on
March 29.  The team is working on attaining the silver certification and is currently exploring an
e-waste recycling day.

There has been no meeting of the Open Space Advisory Committee.  Mayor Honecker reported
that Pat McFadden has been appointed the new Chair.

Mrs. Foster reported that the Bernardsville Center application continues in Planning Board.

Grants from ANJEC and other programs will be discussed.  Mayor Honecker mentioned the
traffic light at the intersection of Mount Airy Road and Olcott Square.  Mr. Maresca said he will
raise this topic at the staff meeting the next morning.

Mr. McCrossan recognized the contributions of the Recreation Committee in 2010 relative to
the fields.  He read a list of improvements that were made throughout the year.  The budget will
be discussed at the next meeting.  Regarding a topographic survey, Cheryl Ferrante will follow
up with John Macdowall for an RFP.  Mr. Lawrence said the pool fee structure does not address
handicapped kids, and that is something to consider.  Mr. McCrossan discussed a donation by the
Somerset Hills Bulldogs.  Mayor Honecker said they need a fund raiser to continue and thought
we could help them complete it.

Mr. Sooy reported on the Shade Tree Advisory Committee.  The first meeting of the year was
held on January 20.  There is currently $18,000 in the Tree Trust Fund.  Training opportunities
for members were discussed at the last meeting.  The planters will be hung in the downtown area
in the warmer weather.  Mayor Honecker told Mr. Sooy to ask Lou Matlack to find a member of
Shade Tree to serve on Open Space.

Mrs. Foster reported for HPAC and discussed their current projects.  The stabilization of the
Dunster Squibb house will be a project for the new year.  The community garden is another
project that they hope to have ready for use this year.

Mr. Lawrence reported on Insurance and relayed that he was elected new JIF Commissioner at
the last meeting.

Mr. Sooy reported that the Housing Committee will hold its first meeting of the year in
February.  Inspections are moving along well.  The Mayor suggested that the committee appoint
a Chairperson.
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Mr. McCrossan reported that the Library Board of Trustees met in January.  The Library Board
and Library met their budget commitment this year and were able to reduce expenses.  The
reserve balance is almost $113,000.  Mr. McCrossan said two appointments have been made to
the Library Board of Trustees in 2011, being John LaDuc and Michael Gouldin.  The officers are
as follows: President, Donald Burset; Vice President, Patrice Cummings; Secretary, Terry
Thompson; Treasurer, John LaDuc.

Mr. Rossi reported for Fire Prevention and mentioned that Tom Anderson, Fire Prevention
Official, is doing well and that they are hoping to get into every commercial building that needs
to be inspected by May.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Claremont and Mt. Airy Parking

Mr. McCrossan said he would like to revise this ordinance and table it to a later date, maybe
holding it until spring.  Discussion took place and it was decided to carry this ordinance to the
April work meeting.

Mayor’s Appointments

Mayor Honecker said he would like to appoint Doug Smoot to take the place of Donald Ferry on
the Recreation Committee.  He would also like to appoint Jim Boylan as a new member.  The
motion was made by Mr. McCrossan and seconded by Mr. Lawrence.  Council consent was
given for these appointments with six yes votes.

Correspondence - None

OPEN SESSION

The Mayor opened the public session.  Hearing no comments, the session was closed.

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Sooy moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Personnel matters,
and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public
is when it (they) are finally resolved.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved with
six yes votes.  
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REOPEN

Moved, seconded, and approved with six yes votes to reopen the meeting to the public.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved with six yes votes at 9:13 p.m.

_________________________
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