
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

January 25, 2005

A meeting of the governing body was called to order by Mayor Jay Parsons at 7:00 p.m. on Monday,  January 25,  2005,  in the
Borough Hall.  Present  were Lee C.  Honecker,  Michael Landau,  Vivian  McMillen,  Joseph  Rossi   and  Helen  Walton.   Also
present were John R. Pidgeon, Esquire, Borough Attorney and Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Parsons  announced that notice of  this  meeting  was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 29, 2004.

Mr. Honecker moved to adjourn the Borough Council meeting.  Mrs. Walton seconded and the motion was approved with five
yes votes.  The Chairs of the following boards  read their meeting notices and a roll call was done:

Board of Adjustment        Planning Board                Environmental Commission
William Foster                Donald Knudsen                Sherry Frawley
David Berman                Dorothy Paluck                Rosalie Ballantine
Joan Buchanan                Jay Parsons                        Paula Dees
Peter Hagen                        Hal Simoff                        Paul Becker
John Palomaki                Terry Thompson                Johanna Wissinger
Mark Salisbury                Helen Walton                        Peter Miller                        
Cathy Tafaro                        P. David Zimmerman                        
John Lynch                        Michael Mondok

PRESENTATIONS

        Great Swamp Watershed Association

Julia Somers, Executive Director, spoke about the group and how their activities can be organized into three broad  categories.
The first is land use which works by educating, monitoring, planning,  restoring conservation areas  and acquiring land to protect
open  space.   Water  quality  is  the  next  important  category.  The  association  monitors  levels  of  phosphorous,  nitrogen  and
sediment in the five streams entering the Refuge.  They investigate sources  of pollution, analyze  and  report  water  quality  data
through  the  website  and  newsletter.   Third  and  last,  the  group  actively  educates  the  public.   Mrs.  Somers  thanked  Donald
Knudsen for the open space  map he prepared  through the GIS  system.   She  also  thanked  Mmes.  McMillen,   Frawley,  and
Thompson, representatives on the Ten Towns committee.  Various materials were made available for interested parties.

Mayor  Parsons  acknowledged  the  arrival,  during  Ms.  Somers  presentation,  of  Mikael  Salovaara,  Councilman,  Paul  Biba,
Board of Adjustment and Michael Sullivan, Planning Board.

Upper Raritan Watershed Association

David Peiffer, Director, spoke  about  the Association,  which, since its beginning in 1959  has worked to preserve land, protect
waterways,  educate  municipalities,  educate  children  and  assist  landowners.   The  group  serves  as  “watchdog”  reacting  to
environmental threats.   Their mission is to secure the environmental future of the Upper  Raritan Watershed through advocacy,
land preservation, education and research.

Mayor Parsons acknowledged the arrival of Thomas Voss, Environmental Commission.



Stormwater Management Ordinances

Mayor Parsons  introduced  Robert  Brightley from Ferriero Engineering, who presented an  overview of  the  new  Stormwater
Regulations.  He said the Planning Board must adopt  a Stormwater  Management Plan, a Master  Plan amendment,  by April 1,
2005. The governing body must adopt  ancillary ordinances by October  1,  2005.   Residential developments are  subject  to the
new rules now. 

Paul Becker,  Environmental Commission, asked  if the rules are   subject  to variances and who would enforce?  Mr.  Brightley
responded that he is not aware of waivers for the rules.  

Zoning matters

Mayor Parsons asked  if the Board of Adjustment has recommendations for zoning ordinance changes which may be needed?
Messrs. Foster and Lynch spoke about cathedral ceilings.  

Mr. Knudsen, Planning Board Chairman, discussed various concerns of the Board, including:

?? Traffic.  Mr. Knudsen said the Board supports Robert Graham’s proposal for changing traffic flow at Olcott Square.

?? Preservation  of  neighborhood  character.   Strengthen  limits  on  over-size  houses  that  are  out  of  context  in  small
lot-size neighborhoods.   The Planning  Board  will  look  at  whether  existing  floor-area  ratios  and  impervious  coverage
ratios are  appropriate  or  should be reduced.   Develop  stronger  off-street  parking  requirements  for  residential  zones.
Consider fencing standards for all residential zones.   Recommend lighting standards  for new residential construction or
replacement of existing lighting.   

        
?? Parking  lots  in  business  and  commercial  zones.   Develop  better  standards  for  landscaping  in  and  around

commercial parking lots, including landscaped islands where appropriate and feasible.    

?? The Planning Board will consider  adding critical environmental factors  (i.e.  wetlands,  steep slopes)  as  determinants  to
minimum lot size calculations.

General  discussion  on  zoning  matters  continued.   Mrs.  Walton  mentioned   a  source  for  excellent  sample  ordinances.   Mrs.
McMillen asked Planning Board members about the status of the retaining wall and fence ordinances sent back  to the Planning
Board by the Council?  Mr. Knudsen agreed to place the items on a future Planning Board agenda.  Mrs. Frawley,  Chair of the
Environmental  Commission,  asked  about  driveway  replacement  permits.   Edith  Cavaluzzo,  Thomas  Voss  and  Paul  Becker
commented  on   parking  lots,  run-off,  aesthetics,  and  steep  slopes.   Peter  Hagen,  Zoning  Board  of  Adjustment,  asked  for
specifications  on  cathedral  ceilings.   Mayor  Parsons  expressed  his  thought  that  each  board  would  have  come  that  evening
prepared  with their lists of the directives they wanted from Council.   Mr.  Becker  said  he  would  like  to  see  borough  project
plans  reviewed  by  the  various  boards.   Landscape  architectural  review  for  future  projects  was  discussed.   Mr.  Biba
recommended moving forward very carefully when hiring a Landscape Architect.  Mrs.  Thompson suggested combining various
committees, e.g., a land use board, as has been done in Madison, in an attempt to become more effective.  

Mayor Parsons opened the floor to each group to adjourn their respective meetings.    

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

RESOLUTION #05-23,  APPROVING  THE  ISSUANCE  OF  A  VOLUNTEER  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  NOTE  OF
THE BERNARDSVILLE FIRE COMPANY NO.  1 IN THE MAXIMUM  PRINCIPAL  AMOUNT  OF  $700,000,
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was discussed. 

Mr. Salovaara expressed concerns if the Fire Company should default on their note, stated that more information is needed and
recommended tabling the matter until February 7.  The group discussed the matter generally, then Mr.  Rossi moved to approve
the resolution.  Mrs.  Walton seconded.   Mr.  Salovaara requested more information on how the note will be  paid,  and  stated
that he believes the department  needs a new pumper and wondered how both  will  be  afforded?   Mrs.  McMillen  asked  Mr.
Pidgeon exactly what all this would mean to the Council?   Mr. Pidgeon responded.  Mr. Landau said pay back on this note will
be about $45,000 per year.  Mr. Rossi urged passage.  Mr. Honecker moved to call the question.  Mrs.  Walton seconded and
the motion was approved with five yes votes.  Mr.  Landau abstained.   The resolution was amended to clarify exhibits.   Mayor
Parsons said the 

question before the group is “Shall council approve the above resolution?”  The motion was approved with five yes votes.   Mr.
Salovaara voted no.
Mayor  Parsons  explained   RESOLUTION  #05-29,  FOR  A  FEASIBILITY  STUDY  (SHARE  GRANT
APPLICATION).  Mr. Landau said the need for this study is minimal and asked if a cash contribution is needed.  Mr.  Parsons
asked shall we authorize the filing of the grant application? Mr.  Salovaara moved to call the question,  Mrs.  Walton  seconded
and six members voted no.  

Mayor Parsons  asked  if members wanted to contribute to a page of advertisement from the Borough Council to be  placed in
the yearbook for the Centennial  celebration?   Mr.  Pidgeon  advised  that  public  funds  could  not  be  used  for  this  purpose  so
members agreed to split the $350 cost out of pocket.  Mrs. Walton moved to place a full page advertisement in the yearbook,
Mr. Landau seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  Mrs. Walton suggested the Borough logo be used with
“Congratulations for another 100 years”written underneath.

Mrs. McMillen suggested the stormwater ordinances be introduced on February 7th.  So ordered.  

          
OPEN SESSION  - None

CLOSED SESSION  - None

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr.  Salovaara moved,  Mrs.  Walton seconded to adjourn  the  meeting  at  9:30  p.m.   The  motion  was  approved  with  six  yes
votes.

                            
                                                        ________________________________
                                                        Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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