
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

February 23, 2009

This meeting  was called to order by Mayor Lee Honecker  at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 23,

2009.  Present were Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte Foster, John McCrossan, Edward McDowell, Joseph

Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire, Sandra G.

Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator, and  Ralph Maresca, Administrator/CMFO.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,

filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 6, 2009.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Honecker read a Proclamation honoring Alice Steinbacher upon receipt of the "2009

Outstanding Women in Somerset County Award for Journalism".

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Rossi moved approval of minutes of council meetings held on January 26 and February 9, 2009.

Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION - No comments

ORDINANCES

Mr. McCrossan moved that #09-1505, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING TRAFFIC

REGULATIONS AT THE POLO GROUNDS AND BOROUGH POOL AND

SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VIII OF THE BOROUGH CODE

ENTITLED "PARKING LOTS AND OFF-STREET PARKING", be introduced by title, passed

on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting

beginning at 7:00 p.m., March 23, 2009.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved by six

yes votes.

Mr. McCrossan discussed suggested revisions in lieu of draft #4.  Mr. Rossi said he is satisfied with

same and moved introduction of draft #4.  There was no second.   Mr. McCrossan moved that

Ordinance #09-1506, CONCERNING THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF INDIVIDUAL

COUNCIL MEMBERS AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING THE BOROUGH

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AS SET FORTH IN CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE,

as is, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public

hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., March 23, 2009.  The motion was
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seconded.  Mr. McCrossan withdrew his motion to introduce.  The second was withdrawn and the

amendment failed.  No further action was taken on this ordinance.

Mr. McCrossan moved that #09-1507, ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL

BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK, be introduced

by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled

for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., March 23, 2009.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was

approved with six yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#09-56 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#09-57 AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEES

#09-58 AUTHORIZING 2009 PROPERTY TAX REFUND

Mr. Sooy moved that Resolutions #09-56, 57 and 58 be approved.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the

motion was approved upon the following call of the roll:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Yes

Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes

Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Regarding Resolution #09-55, Mrs. Foster said she is concerned about the monthly report from

Zoning and could not reconcile the numbers.  Mrs. Foster moved to amend Resolution #09-55, by

removing the Zoning report.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

Mayor Honecker asked council to communicate their concerns with the Zoning report in writing.

Mr. McCrossan commended the Zoning Department for their efforts, but echoed Mrs. Foster’s

concerns.  Mr. Rossi asked if the Housing Committee should give input?  Mrs. Foster volunteered

to gather comments so that they can be given to the Zoning Enforcement Officer.   Mr. McCrossan

moved to approve RESOLUTION #09-55, ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS, as amended.

Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of February 18, 2009 was accepted.
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COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety.   Mr. Rossi said two new police officers started work today.  Subjects discussed at

the last meeting covered the budget, police department, public safety, police negotiations, the county

radio system, a priority list from the Chief and also information from the state regarding parking

restrictions, traffic control, four-way traffic control and speed limits.  Mayor Honecker pointed to

the fact that towns can now set their own stop signs.  He also questioned the water tower on Chilton

Street as a cell tower location.  Mr. Rossi explained it will no longer be used.  The county decided

to use the money for another purpose.  These issues will be discussed at the next Public Safety

meeting.  Mr. Rossi will serve on the Parking Committee. Information about new traffic regulations

will be discussed at the next Public Safety meeting.

Finance.  Mr. McCrossan said 2008 has been closed out and the committee is starting on the 2009

budget.  Declining revenue is projected and state aid deficits are not yet known.  A decision on

pension deferment is also pending. 

Personnel.   Mr. Sooy said the committee is discussing shared services options, job descriptions and

evaluations.  

Engineering Technology & Public Works.  Mr. McDowell said the committee is discussing signs

and price sharing with the high school.  Merchants have sent a letter regarding snow removal in

bump outs, decorations in the downtown area on the brackets on the new streetlights, and library

lighting specifications.  The library lighting cost is coming in higher than anticipated.  The removal

of old streetlights is to be completed soon by Jersey Central Power and Light Co.  Nova Crete will

soon complete the punch list items.  Tree planting will be done in the spring along Olcott Avenue.

Train station parking lot improvements are in the early stages.  The Ammerman parking lot lighting

is being looked at.  The committee recommends "no action" on Dayton Crescent and Mr. Pidgeon

will send a letter.  The capital road program is still being created.  The gazebo at the Polo Grounds

has been vandalized and JCP&L will be consulted about lighting for that area.  A report on the

Mount Airy wall project will be requested from Somerset County.  Mr. Rossi said basins on Olcott

Avenue are not set properly.  The railroad station parking lot was discussed and an engineering firm

will work on the lot.  Ammerman lot problems were discussed.  Mrs. Foster asked about grading

around the pay station and bike stands.  Mr. McCrossan said we need a partnership with NJ Transit

and a plan for the railroad station is needed.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Special meetings on March 4 and 16

Mrs. Foster discussed two future special council meetings.  On  March 4, Council will discuss Old

Fort Road improvements and on March 16, they will meet to discuss the performance analysis

prepared by an outside consultant to the Borough. 
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Appointment of Ed English, Board of Adjustment Alternate #2

Mr. Rossi moved to appoint Ed English as Alternate #2 on the Board of Adjustment. Mr. Sooy

seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  Mayor Honecker appointed Doug Smoot

to the Recreation Committee.  Mr. Rossi moved to approve this appointment.  Mr. Sooy seconded

and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

Article 10 in Personnel Policy and Employee Handbook (Evaluations)

Mr. Sooy said the Personnel Committee is considering a recommendation for more frequent

evaluations.  Currently, evaluations are done on an annual basis.  

Procedures for any potential claim/complaint against the Borough

The Borough Clerk reviewed a recommendation from the Borough’s Risk Managers and the JIF that

any one who is approached by any individual with a potential claim against the Borough, be

instructed to advise the individual to contact the Borough Clerk directly, and if possible, to refrain

from discussing the matter.  Insurers will investigate claims on behalf of the borough and

communicate with claimants.  

Hours of operation for Sewer Department

Robert Raymond, Plant Operator, proposed an adjustment to working hours in this department from

7:00 a.m. -- 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. -- 3:00 p.m, for more efficient operational purposes.  The

proposal was approved by Council and Mr. Maresca will discuss the matter with the union.  

Seminars for staff re-certification

It was agreed that the Borough will no longer pay for certification classes and/or training unless the

class is specifically required to maintain certification required to hold a position.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  Edith Cavaluzzo, Garibaldi Street, spoke about the

maintenance of the historical railroad building.  She suggested Council be very careful that the tenant

understands the lease.  Alice Steinbacher, Hardscrabble Road, discussed a change in funding for the

Somerset County Municipal Alliance.  Mrs. Foster volunteered to follow up with a contact to be

provided by Ms. Steinbacher.  Mayor Honecker closed the public session.
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CLOSED SESSION

Council Member McDowell moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider  personnel

matters and property acquisition,  and that the time when and circumstances under which the

matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mrs. Foster seconded and

the motion was approved by six yes votes.

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

The meeting reopened at 9:25 p.m.

Mr. Rossi commented on the sewer plant hours as discussed earlier and he recommended a split shift

and to hold off an early shift in sewer hours pending a study by Public Works.   Mrs. Foster

suggested OEM and Fire EMT training for future employees.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

____________________________
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