
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

   February 26, 2007

A regular meeting of the Governing Body was called to order by Mayor Lee Honecker  at 7:00 p.m. on Monday,  February 26,
2007.   Present  were Denis J.  Dooley II,  Charlotte  J.  Foster,  Michael  Landau,  John  McCrossan,  Joseph  Rossi,  and  Mikael
Salovaara.   Also  present  were  Borough  Attorney  John  R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Ralph  Maresca,  Administrator  and  C.M.F.O.,
and Sandra G. Jones, Clerk and Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal
Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 12, 2006.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited by
all.   Mr. Salovaara arrived at 7:02 p.m.

PRESENTATIONS

        Neighborhood Preservation Committee

Robert Simon, Attorney with Herold and Haines, representing the Bernardsville Neighborhood Preservation Committee
(BNPC), spoke regarding the proposal by the Somerset Hills Athletic Facilities Fund (SHAFF) to install artificial turf and five
80 foot light poles at the field, a proposal, he said, which has been conceptually approved by the school board if SHAFF can
raise the funds needed for the project.   Mr. Simon said his purpose at this meeting is to discuss the project’s impact, to
educate council and ask that the appropriate legal process be utilized.  Robert Baker and Mary Kellogg, residents and BNPC
members, discussed the number of residences affected, displayed ariel photographs and illustrations, explained how the
photographs and illustrations were prepared, and stated that if the lighting is installed on the field, the character of the
neighborhood would be changed detrimentally, increased use of the field would mean traffic would increase, lighting would
exceed the town ordinance, parking problems would be exacerbated, and, in the future, the field could be rented for unknown
uses creating other debatable issues.    

Council asked questions about the presentation, and  recommended the school board  be given an opportunity to view this
material.  Mr. Baker said BNPC had not been contacted by the Board of Education, and expressed concerns that the project
could proceed without Planning Board approval if no public funds are used.  As to the question of whether or not Planning
Board review will be required, Messrs. Pidgeon and Simon discussed legal points.  Though encouraged by BNPC to
intervene, no action was taken.  Mayor Honecker stated that in the interest of fairness, he may invite SHAFF to present their
views.  Mr. Salovaara asked if BNPC was prepared to file a lawsuit? No answer was forthcoming.  Residents Paul St. Onge
and a Mr. Grant commented.  

        Historic Preservation Advisory Committee Inventory

Philip Kennedy-Grant presented copies of the HPAC inventory and map and spoke about their  goals  to provide
documentation, advice and education.  To satisfy educational goals,  two more lectures are planned during 2007, he said.   In
their role as advisors, HPAC  will assist with applications to place the Borough complex on the historic register, a designation
which would make it feasible to obtain grant money, as needed.  HPAC  will explore neighborhoods which might qualify and
advise those who need information.  Information was distributed on the cost of rehabilitation versus new construction. Mayor
Honecker commented on the importance of preserving the history of neighborhoods, giving “Little Italy” as one example.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr.  Landau  moved  to  approve  minutes  of  meetings  held   January  18,  January  22,  and   February  13,  2007.   Mr.  Rossi



seconded the motion which was approved with five yes votes,  except  that  Mr.  Salovaara voted yes on minutes of January 18
and abstained on January 22 and February 13.  
        

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  Peter  Palmer,  22 Prospect  Street,  stated  that he is a strong supporter  of historic
preservation;  that  he  and  his  wife  have  restored  seven  properties  in  Bernardsville.   Mr.  Palmer  asked  that  the  house  at  22
Mount Airy Road be demolished  because  it  is  a  “liability  and  an  eyesore.”   Mr.  Pidgeon  discussed  options  available  to  the
Borough.  Without further comment or questions, Mayor Honecker closed the public session.

ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #07-1457, AN ORDINANCE CONFIRMING TERMS OF MEMBERS
OF  FIRE  PREVENTION  BUREAU  AND  SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING  CHAPTER  XV  OF  THE
BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “FIRE PREVENTION”.   Hearing no comments or questions,  Mayor Honecker  closed
the  public  session.   Mr.  Dooley  moved  to  pass  the  ordinance  on  final  reading  and  adopt  as  published.     Mr.  McCrossan
seconded the motion.  Mrs. Foster commented that  the new appointee to Fire Prevention showed up for a meeting which was
not held, but no cancellation notice was provided to him.  Mayor Honecker  agreed to follow-up with the chair of the bureau.
The ordinance was approved upon the following call of the roll:

                Mr. Dooley                Yes                Mr. McCrossan        Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara         Yes

Mayor  Honecker  opened  the   public  hearing  on  #07-1458,  AN  ORDINANCE  INCREASING  THE  SALARIES  OF
ALL NON-CONTRACTUAL EMPLOYEES BY  .8%  FOR  2006  AND  4%  FOR  2007.     Hearing  no  comments  or
questions, Mayor Honecker closed the public hearing.   Mr.  Salovaara said this ordinance will bring non-contractual  salaries in
line with contractual  salaries,   and he moved that the ordinance be passed  on final reading and  adopted  as  published.     Mr.
Rossi seconded and the motion was approved upon the following call of the roll:

                Mr. Dooley                 Yes                Mr. McCrossan        Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara         Yes  

The following ordinance,  #07-1459,  AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING OVERNIGHT PARKING IN  MUNICIPAL
LOTS  WHEN  LOT  IS  SNOW  COVERED  AND  SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING  CHAPTER  VIII  OF
THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “PARKING LOTS AND  OFF-STREET  TRAFFIC  REGULATIONS”,  was
offered for consideration and possible introduction.  It was decided to refer the ordinance to the Pubic Safety  Committee  for
review.  

RESOLUTIONS

Resolutions #07-40, 45, 50, 52, 55, and 56 were removed from the consent list, in order to discuss each one.  

#07-46        AUTHORIZING TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION

#07-47        AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR SPRING ROADSIDE CLEANUP

#07-48         RESOLUTION  OF  THE  GOVERNING  BODY  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BERNARDSVILLE,  IN
THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET,  NEW  JERSEY,  RATIFYING  AND  CONFIRMING  THE  SALE
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OF AN OFFERING OF $4,579,000  GENERAL BONDS OF 2007  AND $525,000  SEWER BONDS
OF 2007 OF THE BOROUGH

#07-49        MUNICIPAL CERTIFICATION FOR THE 2007 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
APPLICATION

#07-51        AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FEES

#07-54        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#07-57        ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

Mr. Salovaara moved to approve Resolutions #07-46 through #07-49,  #07-51,  #07-54,  and #07-57.   Mrs.  Foster  seconded
and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

Resolution  #07-40,  AUTHORIZING  SUBMISSION  OF  THE  YEAR  2007  MUNICIPAL  ALLIANCE  GRANT
UPDATE, was tabled until the March 26 meeting at the recommendation of Mrs. Foster.

Resolution #07-45, AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF PROPERTY NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE, was discussed.
  Mr.  Salovaara  moved  that  the  resolution  be  amended  to  direct  the  Borough  Clerk  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  selling
property not needed for public use through e-bay or some similar site in the future.   Mr. Landau seconded and the motion was
approved by six yes votes.

Mr.  Salovaara  moved   that   resolutions  #07-50  ,  AUTHORIZING  THE  CERTIFICATION  OF  THE  ANNUAL
HOUSING  TRUST  FUND  MONITORING  REPORT  (DEVELOPMENT  FEES)  TO  NJ  COAH,  and  #07-55,
AUTHORIZING BOROUGH ATTORNEY TO FILE ANSWER TO COMPLAINT FILED BY RYLOCAIT, INC.
be tabled.  The motion was duly seconded and approved unanimously.

Mr.  Salovaara  moved  to  support  Women’s  History  Month  in  spirit,  but  to  take  no  official  action  on  Resolution  #07-52,
DESIGNATING THE  MONTH  OF  MARCH  AS  ‘WOMEN’S  HISTORY  MONTH”.   Motion  was  duly  seconded
and approved unanimously.

Resolution #07-53,  AMENDING THE TEMPORARY BUDGET, was discussed.  Mr.  McCrossan  complained  that  the
resolution is vague and arbitrary.  Messrs. Salovaara and Maresca commented on the purpose  of the temporary budget,  which
for 2007 should not exceed, by statute, 2.5 million dollars.  It was agreed to change the title of the resolution to “Amending the
Temporary Budget”, and Mr. Salovaara moved to approve the resolution, as amended.   Mrs.  Foster  seconded and the motion
was approved with five yes votes.  Mr. McCrossan voted no.

Resolution  #07-56, CONSENTING TO AMENDED CONSERVATION EASEMENT AREA ON BLOCK 28,  LOT
60.03 AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO SIGN DEED was discussed.  Mr. Salovaara suggested tabling the resolution,
requested that public notice be provided to neighbors within 200 feet of subject property if that had not already been done,  and
that the map illustrating the property swap be attached to the resolution when it returns for consideration.   Members of Council
agreed.  

Resolution #07-58, AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH NJDOT FOR USE OF BOROUGH POLICE DURING
U.S.  ROUTE 202 CONSTRUCTION,  was discussed.    The Borough  Clerk  explained  that  #58  and  #59  were  delivered
today.    Mr.  Landau moved to table this resolution for Public Safety review.   Mr.  Salovaara  seconded  and  the  motion  was
approved with  six yes votes.

Mr.  Landau moved approval  of  RESOLUTION #07-59,  AUTHORIZING  SUBMISSION  OF  APPLICATION  FOR
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2007-08  HIGHWAY  TRAFFIC  SAFETY
PROJECT  GRANT.   Mr.   McCrossan
seconded the motion which was approved with
six yes votes.        

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s written report dated February 21, 2007 was accepted.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety

Mrs. Foster reported that the Route 202 construction was discussed and an emergency plan will be prepared.

Finance Committee

Mr. Landau discussed the bidding process for bonds and stated that the rate of interest was the second lowest interest rate of
any community this year.  The 5.1 million has been deposited in the borough account and will be used to pay off bans due in
early May, leaving 1.6 million for capital improvement projects.  Budget review continues and it is anticipated that the budget
will be  ready for introduction on March 26 with adoption on April 23.  It is early stages, he said, but it appears the  tax
increase will be 4 to 5%.  The budget proposes an additional support person for Public Works. 

There was no report from Personnel or Public Works, except that Mr. Dooley said the group met with “the downtown group”
once, and another meeting is planned for this week.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Council duties and responsibilities

The item was tabled to the next meeting on March 12.

Referendum on open space tax

This item was tabled to March 12, and Mr. Pidgeon was asked to provide a draft resolution for consideration.  

Bernardsville community teamworks

Mr. Dooley will contact Don Clark, the individual who suggested a community teamworks project, and report at the next
meeting.

Banner request from SHEF

Mr. Salovaara moved to approve the banner request from the Somerset Hills Education Foundation sponsoring the Annual Chili
Cook-off minus any sponsor  names which would constitute advertising.  Mr.  Landau seconded and the motion was approved
with five yes votes.  Mr. Rossi voted no.  

Vacancies
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Mr. Salovaara moved that Council ratify the Mayor’s Ad Hoc Committee on Grants.  Mr. Landau seconded and the motion
was approved with six yes votes.  Mr. Salovaara moved to appoint Robert Marasco to the Solid Waste vacancy.   Mrs.
Foster seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  The Mayor’s designee on the Planning Board serves at the
pleasure of the mayor.  The Borough Clerk was directed to correct the directory to reflect that fact.

Open Space

Mrs. Foster stated that the Belcher property is for sale and asked about the possibility of purchasing same for recreational
fields?  It was agreed that the question should be referred to the Open Space Advisory Committee for review.  

OPEN SESSION

During open session, Council discussed the long pending land swap with the Board of Education of a small triangular piece of
land at Childsworth and Olcott, budget  surplus,  and the possibility of future grants.  Members of the public who participated in
the discussion included Paul St.  Onge,  Olcott  Avenue, Linda Kragie,  42 Shadowbrook,  and a Mr.  Grant,  address  unknown,
who asked “why are the roads in disrepair?”  A heated debate on the subject of roads ensued.            

Mr.  Rossi  moved  to  go  into  executive  session.   Mr.  McCrossan  seconded,  but  the  motion  was  defeated  with  Messrs.
Salovaara, Landau, Dooley voting no.  Mrs. Foster abstained.

Mr.  Salovaara   commented  that  Mr.  Dooley,  as  chairman  of  the  Public  Works  committee,  along  with  John  Macdowall,
Director of Public Works,  did a great job in 2006, completing 3.9  miles of road  improvements,  and he looks forward to what
the team will accomplish this year.   Mr.  Rossi argued that point of view, expressing dissatisfaction,  urging  the  Borough  to  do
better with road projects.  Debate continued.  Mayor Honecker concluded the discussion. 

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Dooley moved that the meeting be adjourned to an executive session to consider   potential  litigation, and that
the time when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matters are  finally resolved.
Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Salovaara moved to reopen the meeting to the public.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved unanimously.

Mr. Salovaara moved approval of Resolution #07-50, AUTHORIZING THE CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL
HOUSING TRUST FUND MONITORING REPORT (DEVELOPMENT FEES) TO NJ COAH.   The motion was
duly seconded and unanimously approved.

Mr. Salovaara moved approval of Resolution #07-55, AUTHORIZING BOROUGH ATTORNEY TO FILE ANSWER
TO COMPLAINT FILED BY RYLOCAIT, INC.  Mr. Landau seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.  

Adjournment was moved by Mr. Salovaara, seconded by Mrs. Foster, and approved unanimously.

                                                                ____________________________
                                                                BOROUGH CLERK
022607.MIN
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