
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

March 8, 2004

A meeting of the Borough Council was  called to order  by Mayor Williams  at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  March 8,  2004,  in the
Borough Hall.  Present  were Marie C.  Flynn,  Lee  C.  Honecker,  Vivian  McMillen,   Joseph  Rossi  and  Helen  Walton.   Also
present  were  John  R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Ralph  A.  Maresca,  Jr.,  Borough  Administrator,  and  Sandra  Jones,  Borough
Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  Mikael Salovaara was absent.

        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Williams announced that notice of this meeting was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 23, 2003.

        OPENING MESSAGE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Williams quoted from President Coolidge: “No person was ever honored for what he received; honor has been the
reward for what he gave.”  This was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. McMillen moved that the meeting be adjourned to an executive session to consider contract negotiations and that the time
when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matter is finally resolved.  Mrs. Flynn
 seconded  and the motion was approved with five ayes.  It was moved, seconded, and approved by all present to reopen the
meeting to the public

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Williams discussed an invitation from the League of Municipalities to attend a meeting at the State House/Trenton, on
Friday, April 16th.  The DCA, Governor McGreevy, DCA Commissioner and other notables will attend to discuss property tax
update funding proposals for New Jersey.  The invitation was extended to two Council Members.  

        APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Honecker moved to approve minutes of meetings held on February 9 and 23.   Mrs. McMillen asked for a correction in
the grant amount ($49,750) on page seven of February 9th minutes.   Mr. Rossi seconded and both were approved, as
amended, and as follows: 

?? February 9 Minutes approved with five yes votes.  Mr. Salovaara was absent.
?? February 23 Minutes approved with four yes votes.  Mrs. Flynn abstained.
                 OPEN SESSION

Mr. William Foster, 20 Childs Rd. was recognized by Mayor Williams.  He asked for an update on the sewer pump station
across from his property.  Mr. Rossi reported that quotes are being sought from at least two companies for landscape
screening rather than hardscape  fencing.  The Public Works Committee, represented here by Messrs. Honecker and Rossi
and Mrs. Walton, were  asked to accelerate this project and report back.

ORDINANCES

Mayor Williams opened the public session on ORDINANCE #04-1343, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING



AUTOMOBILE SALES IN THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE.  Mrs McMillen recommended that this
ordinance be tabled because many neighbors  have questions. Mayor Williams agreed to relay a written list of concerns to the
Planning Board, as presented via Mrs. McMillen.  Mrs. Walton moved to continue the hearing until April 26.  Mrs.
McMillen seconded, and the motion passed with five yes votes.

Mayor Williams opened the public hearing on ORDINANCE #04-1344.  Mrs. Terry Thompson asked if the Library Board
of Trustees had seen this ordinance, and she was informed that this document has been in progress for sometime now, and that
they believed the Board is aware of its provisions.  With no further questions or comments, Mayor Williams closed the public
hearing.
Mrs. Flynn moved that #04-1344, AN ORDINANCE MAKING VARIOUS TRAFFIC REGULATIONS
APPLICABLE TO BERNARDSVILLE BOROUGH LIBRARY AND REGULATING THE USE OF SAID
ROADWAYS, STREETS, DRIVEWAYS AND PARKING LOTS BY MOTOR VEHICLES AND
SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VIII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “PARKING
LOTS AND OFF-STREET TRAFFIC REGULATIONS, be passed on final reading and adopted as published.  Mrs.
McMillen seconded and the following roll call vote was taken:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

Mayor Williams opened the public hearing on ORDINANCE #04-1345..  There were no comments or questions, and Mayor
Williams closed the public session.  Mrs. Flynn moved that #04-1345, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING SEWER
CONNECTION FEES AND SEWER USER RATES AND ALLOCATION AND AMENDING CHAPTER XVI
OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “SEWER REGULATIONS”,   this ordinance be passed on final reading and
adopted as published. Mrs. McMillen seconded and the following roll call vote was taken:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

RESOLUTIONS

#04-53        AUTHORIZING ESCROW REFUNDS

#04-54        AUTHORIZING AN EXCHANGE OF CERTAIN HOLIDAYS

#04-55        AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE CRANFORD POLICE COOPERATIVE PRICING
SYSTEM

#04-56        AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS FOR 2005 HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY
PROJECT GRANTS

#04-57        APPROVING TWO ON-PREMISE RAFFLE APPLICATIONS FROM THE BERNARDSVILLE
FIRE COMPANY, INC.

#04-59        AMENDING THE TEMPORARY BUDGET

#04-60        AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS

#04-61        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS
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#04-62        APPROVING AN ON-PREMISE RAFFLE APPLICATION FROM THE JUNIOR WOMAN’S
CLUB OF SOMERSET HILLS

Mrs. Walton moved that Resolutions #04-53 through #04-57 and #04-59 through #04-63, listed herein by title, be hereby
adopted.   Mrs. Flynn seconded and the resolutions were approved upon a roll call:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

        Other Resolutions
                                                                                                                                                              RESOLUTION
#04-58, REGARDING THE NJ HIGHLANDS  was discussed.   The resolution would support preservation of about
350,000 acres, a regional plan for the Highlands, and creation of a regional planning body to implement the plan.  Mrs. Flynn
spoke about her concerns with the possible scope and authority of a regional board. Mrs. McMillen said the Environmental
Commission and the Open Space Advisory Committee recommended passage of this resolution, but she agreed to discuss it
further with the Environmental Commission at their next meeting.  Mayor Williams volunteered to discuss this resolution with
the Planning Board.  No action was taken on the resolution.
                                   
        REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon had no interim report.

        COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Chair, Mrs. Flynn, reported that the Chief is considering using volunteers to monitor the newly purchased traffic
speed counter, and the Committee is discussing the possibility of a traffic study for the municipality, and what the goals of such
a study should include.  Mrs. Flynn reported that  Hal Simoff, a resident and planner, has agreed to attend a meeting when
Chief Valentine returns from vacation.

Finance Chair, Mr. Salovaara, was absent from the meeting.

Personnel Chair, Mrs. McMillen, reported that  labor negotiations with I.B.E.W. representatives were held on March 4.  The
revised Personnel Manual is nearly ready for adoption on March 22.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair, Mr. Honecker, said the committee is working toward  recommendations for
policy changes for future road projects, and that the Public Works Manager, Mr. Macdowall will attend the Council meeting
on March 22 to discuss same.  With regard to the 2004 and future budgets, Mr. Honecker said they will recommend
$600,000 be inserted in addition to any grant funds which may be available each year.  Mr. Rossi spoke about the possibility
of using bamboo to screen the pumping station at Childs Road and the Mayor allowed a member of the public, Mr. Foster of
20 Childs Road, to ask, at this point in the meeting,  how the bamboo would be controlled from spreading?  Mr. Rossi
explained, and mentioned another location near the library where bamboo can be viewed.

Mayor Williams announced that Lieutenants Michael Perez and Glenn Frischmann were present at this meeting to represent
Chief Valentine, who is away on vacation. 
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

JIF Safety Incentive Awards

Mayor Williams announced, that due to another excellent record of safety during 2003, the Borough has received the following:

        $800 Gift Certificate – For completing 100% of the Safety Incentive Program
        $400 Gift Certificate – For active participation in the Safety Incentive Program
        $400 Gift Certificate – For exceeding 100% of Program requirements

The Borough Clerk, who is also the Borough’s Safety Delegate, said that she would like to find some way to thank all of our
employees because these awards are the result of the efforts of all employees.  The Safety Committee will discuss this
possibility at the next meeting and report recommendations to the Borough Council.  Mrs. Walton said she particularly thanked
Allan Rome for his participation in this effort.

Budget discussion; COPSFAST program; road construction

The 2004 Budget was discussed and Mr. Maresca was directed to present a document for consideration, and hopefully
introduction on March 22, which will include additional funding for a Police Officer (half year), police cars, building/grounds
upkeep, Historic Preservation, and other items discussed on this date.   

Borough ordinances now on website
                                                                                
Mayor Williams announced that the Borough’s Revised General Ordinances, Volume I, Volume II (Land Use), and Board of
Health Code are now available on line, and can be accessed from Coded Systems’ website at  

In addition, Anthony Suriano, who maintains the Borough’s website, has added a link on the Municipal Clerk’s page and on
the main menu.   Thank you, Anthony, for the link! 

Baum Escrow Account

Mr. Mondok, Administrative Officer of the Planning Board, requested that the Borough Attorney be authorized to collect
delinquent escrow balances in regard to Planning Board Application #608; 73-2 Post Kunhardt Road; Lot 7 in Block 16.
Mrs. McMillen moved to authorize Mr. Pidgeon to proceed.  Mrs. Flynn seconded and the motion was approved with five yes
votes.

Joint meeting with Environmental & Shade Tree 

Mayor Williams spoke about farmland assessments, and said that the Chair of the Shade Tree Committee has suggested a joint
meeting to discuss this subject.  Instead of scheduling another special meeting, it was decided to invite the Bernardsville
Assessor to attend a regularly scheduled Council meeting.  When that date is selected, our boards and committees will be
advised.

Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual & Handbook

Labor Counsel is working on a final document, and it is anticipated that a resolution to adopt the new Manual will be
considered on March 22 .

Last Minute Agenda Additions
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Mrs. Flynn mentioned having been contacted by an Olcott Avenue resident who is bothered by turkey buzzards, and she
mentioned hearing about another community (Middletown, NY) which has had similar problems.  Mayor Williams will contact
Middletown for additional information.  

Mrs. Flynn mentioned a letter from Pine Street residents, dated March 1, 2004, to the Borough Council regarding alleged
“continued variance violations that occur on the Ferrante lot on Pine Street and the impact that the renters of this property have
on Pine Street residents and the surrounding neighborhoods,” and she asked who will respond?  Mr. Honecker agreed to add
the matter to the Public Works Committee meeting agenda for review and discussion.

Mr. Rossi suggested a proclamation or resolution to recognize in-kind gifts received by the Borough of Bernardsville from
individuals and contractors for the Polo Grounds fields project.  Mayor Williams agreed, and said he would prepare a
proclamation for a future meeting.   

        OPEN SESSION

Mr. William Foster commented that the annual joint meeting with the Zoning Board of Adjustment and the Planning Board was
canceled due to weather, and he asked when it would be rescheduled?  Mayor Williams volunteered to look for a date.  Mrs.
Terry Thompson asked if library employees could be included in anything which might be done as a result of the JIF awards? 
Mrs. Thompson suggested that the Garden Club be asked to help with  the maintenance around the pond, at the $9,000 cost
discussed earlier. Regarding the new stormwater regulations, Mrs. Thompson commented that Ten Towns is planning to
provide some assistance to its members.

        CLOSED SESSION

Council Member McMillen moved that the meeting be adjourned to an executive session to consider contract negotiations,
land acquisition, attorney/client privilege and litigation, and that the time when 

and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when the matter is finally resolved.  Mrs. Flynn
seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

        REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT
                                                                
Mrs. McMillen moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:15 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Flynn and approved by all
present.                                
                                                                                                                          
                                                                Sandra G. Jones
031004.min/ch                                                         Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator 
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