
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

March 10, 2008

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee Honecker  at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 10, 2008.
Present were Denis J. Dooley II, Charlotte J. Foster, John McCrossan, Edward McDowell,  Joseph
Rossi, and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Sandra G. Jones,
Clerk and Assistant Administrator and Ralph Maresca, Administrator and C.M.F.O.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 18, 2007.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  There were no comments or questions.  Mayor
Honecker closed the public session.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Resolutions

#08-52 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF ESCROW BALANCES

#08-56 AMENDING THE 2008 TEMPORARY BUDGET

#08-57 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. McDowell moved approval of Resolutions #08-52, #08-56 and #08-57.  Mr. Rossi seconded the
motion and a roll call followed:

Mr. Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Following discussion, Mr. Rossi moved approval of Resolution #08-53, AUTHORIZING

EXECUTION OF A JURISDICTIONAL AGREEMENT WITH NJDOT FOR ROUTE

202/QUARRY ROAD DRAINAGE PROJECT.   Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was
approved with six yes votes.

Following discussion, Mrs. Foster moved approval of  #08-54, AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION

OF THE YEAR 2008 MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT UPDATE, #08-55, APPROVING

DEER FENCE IN CONSERVATION EASEMENT ON BLOCK 13, LOT 1.10, WITH 
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CONDITIONS, and #08-58, REFUNDING PEDDLER’S LICENSE FEES.  Mr. McDowell
seconded the motion which was approved with six yes votes.  

BOCA National Property Maintenance Code

Ms. Broyles, Zoning Enforcement Officer, was present for this discussion, and recommended
adoption of this code to supplement what we have. She said it is used by the State, and is already in
the court computer system.  The Borough Council requested that Mr. Pidgeon review the code and
prepare an ordinance for consideration at the April work meeting.

Housing numbering

A draft entitled AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING HOUSE NUMBERS AND AMENDING

CHAPTER XII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "BUILDING AND HOUSING", was
reviewed.   Mr. Rossi said the Fire Prevention Bureau approves of the proposal to require that all
structures within the borough install three inch numbers for clear identification of buildings by
emergency vehicles.  Methods to notify the community were discussed, including preparation of a
municipal newsletter, or inclusion in the Library newsletter, which is already sent out six times per
year.    

Parking on Boylan & Handicapped regulations on Center Street

A draft entitled AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON BOYLAN

TERRACE AND HANDICAPPED PARKING ON CENTER STREET AND AMENDING

CHAPTER VII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TRAFFIC", was reviewed.  Mr.
Rossi cited parking issues and recommended a general, community wide review of parking
regulations.  Mr. McDowell recommended referring the matter to the Public Safety committee.  It
was agreed to consider the draft ordinance at hand for introduction at the March 24 meeting.

Ten Towns Great Swamp Watershed Management Committee Membership

Terry Thompson, Planning Board and Ten Towns Member, was present to discuss the question of
whether or not to continue membership for 2008, at a cost of $4,150.  A Ten Towns Annual Report
was  provided.  Mrs. Thompson provided background on the Ten Towns Group and the Great
Swamp Watershed Association, discussed Ten Towns goals which she said have now been mostly
accomplished, advised that Bernardsville is not alone in the belief that the mission has been met, but
encouraged membership for one more year.   Mr. Rossi said in this tight budget year there are  better
uses for the funds.  Mayor Honecker asked Mrs. Thompson if Ten Towns can explain a direct benefit
to Bernardsville, perhaps in providing help with grants?  Mrs. Thompson agreed to invite a Ten
Towns representative to attend the April work meeting to discuss the question.
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Bernardsville Green Initiative

Mayor Honecker discussed the Green Initiative Strategic Plan for Bernardsville, prepared by
Thomas Voss of the Environmental Commission.  The mission is energy efficient buildings which
would greatly reduce operating costs.   The first step is an energy audit to be performed by approved,
outside contractors at an estimated cost to the Borough of $6,500.  Mr. McCrossan questioned  the
cost estimate, and Mayor Honecker agreed to refer his questions to the Environmental Commission
for review.   All agreed to support the Green Initiative in concept, and Mayor Honecker volunteered
to follow up with Mr. Voss.  

Nepotism Policy

Mr. Rossi explained that he asked for a review of the existing policy because it is very difficult to
fill part-time, summer positions such as life-guarding, and he believes there are children of Council
and Recreation Committee members who are interested, but currently barred by the policy.  Mr.
Pidgeon said the policy is a local decision and can be changed by resolution.  It was generally agreed
that a change, as discussed herein, could be allowed for seasonal positions.  Mr. Pidgeon will prepare
a resolution for consideration at the April work meeting.

Use of Open Space funds

It was decided that Mr. Pidgeon will provide information on the subject for review, and that
discussion be tabled to the April 14 meeting.

Little League proposal to pave area at Kiwanis field 

This matter was tabled until the March 24 meeting.  

Sale of old fire truck

Mr. Rossi reported on the efforts to sell the 25-year old truck which was recently replaced;  highest
bid was $2,800.  As agreed, a check in the amount of $2,800 has been delivered to the Borough of
Bernardsville by the Bernardsville Fire Company.  

Safety Awards

Mayor Honecker announced that at the recent Annual Safety Incentive Award Breakfast, the
Borough of Bernardsville received $2,000 as follows: Completion of 100% of the requirements of
the Suburban Municipal JIF 2007 Safety Incentive Program ($800), Points in excess of 100% ($500),
Active participation ($300), and Excellent Lost time Accident Frequency ($400).  Mr. McDowell
complimented Borough employees for an excellent safety record during 2007, especially the higher
risk groups in the Road Department and Police Department.   
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Governors’ Meeting in Trenton

Mayor Honecker reported that he and Mr. McCrossan attended the recent meeting in Trenton for
towns with populations under 10,000, when the proposed revenue cuts were discussed.  He said that
all the towns complained that small communities are not responsible for the State budget woes, that
we are already sharing services and are as budget careful as possible.    

Belcher Property

Mr. Pidgeon reported that a closing on the purchase of this property will probably take place on

Friday of this week with $50,000 held in escrow for remediation of lead.

OPEN SESSION 

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  There were no comments or questions, and the Mayor
closed the public session.  The Mayor asked that a second open session be added to future work
meeting agendas and Mr. Pidgeon advised that no change in the administrative code was necessary
to do so. 

(There was no closed session at this meeting)

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Foster  moved  to adjourn at 9:35 p.m.  Mr. McCrossan seconded the motion, which was
approved with six yes votes.

____________________________
BOROUGH CLERK
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