
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

March 22, 2004

A meeting of the Borough Council was  called to order  by Mayor Williams  at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  March 22,  2004,  in the
Borough Hall.  Present  were Marie  C.  Flynn,  Lee  C.  Honecker,  Vivian  McMillen,  and  Helen  Walton.   Councilman  Joseph
Rossi arrived at 8:20 p.m.  Councilman Mikael Salovaara was absent.  

Also  present  were  John  R.  Pidgeon,  Borough  Attorney,  Ralph  A.  Maresca,  Jr.,  Administrator  and  C.M.F.O,  Sandra
Jones,  Borough Clerk/Assistant  Administrator,  Borough Auditor,  Kathryn Mantell,  John Macdowall,  Public Works  Manager,
and Police Chief Kevin Valentine. 

        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Williams announced that notice of this meeting was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 23, 2003.

        OPENING MESSAGE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Williams quoted from George Bernard Shaw; “Progress is impossible without change and those who cannot
change their minds, cannot change anything.”   This was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENTATIONS (None)

        APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Walton moved to accept minutes of March 8, 2004.  Mrs. McMillen  suggested corrections on pages two and six, and
Mrs. Flynn seconded the motion to accept the minutes of March 8, as corrected.  The motion was approved with five yes
votes.  Mr. Salovaara was absent.

        OPEN SESSION

Mr. John McMenamin, 18 Rolling Hill Road, requested installation of sidewalks on Anderson Hill Road, from Seney Drive to
Dana Place, and presented a petition with 50 signatures supporting this request.   Mr. Honecker said the Public Works
Committee is looking at sidewalks, in general.  Allison Chester, Old Army Road, spoke in support of sidewalks.  George
Burns, Anderson Road, spoke in opposition, saying that he is not financially or physically able to shovel, and mentioned an
alternative route using Rolling Hill Road, available to walkers.  Sheila McMenamin spoke in support of sidewalks, and about
the 50 signatures on the petition.  She also commented that she drove the alternative route suggested by Mr. Burns, and found
it to be much farther.  (Mr. Rossi arrived.)   Mr. Rossi reported that any disabled or senior citizen can contact the police if they
need free assistance with snow shoveling.  

ORDINANCES (None)

RESOLUTIONS

#04-64        AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF COIN OPERATED AMUSEMENT DEVICE LICENSES

#04-65        APPROVING AN OFF-PREMISE RAFFLE APPLICATION FROM THE HSA OF SOMERSET
HILLS

#04-66        AUTHORIZING REFUND OF ESCROW FEES



#04-67        AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR RENTAL OF THE SNACK BAR AND RIGHTS TO SELL FOOD
AND DRINK AT THE MUNICIPAL POOL

#04-68        AMENDING FEES FOR RECREATION/POOL PROGRAMS

#04-69        AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR SPRING ROADSIDE CLEANUP

#04-70        AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR GRASS CUTTING AND LAWN MAINTENANCE

#04-76        ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#04-77        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#04-78        AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

Mrs. Walton moved that Resolutions #04-64 through #04-70 and #04-76 through #04-78, listed herein by title, be hereby
adopted. Mrs. Flynn seconded and the resolutions were approved upon a call of the roll:
        
                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

                                                                Other Resolutions

Mrs.  McMillen  moved  that  RESOLUTION  #04-71,  MAKING  PERMANENT  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF
ASSISTANT BUILDING INSPECTOR, JOHN S. KAPP, listed herein by title, be hereby adopted.  Mrs. Flynn seconded
and the motion was approved upon the following roll call vote:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

Mrs. McMillen moved to adopt the following resolutions:

#04-72        ADOPTING PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL

#04-73        ADOPTING EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK 

#04-74        APPOINTING PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATOR

#04-75        APPROVING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY BUDGET 

Mayor  Williams  announced  that  Resolutions  #72,  73,  and  74  are  the  result  of  changes  suggested  by  the  Borough’s  Joint
Insurance Fund, and reviewed by the Borough’s Labor  Counsel.   Mrs.  Walton seconded the motion and the resolutions were
approved upon the following roll call vote:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes
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        REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

A written report was submitted prior to the meeting, and discussed here.  Mayor Williams asked about the land swap with the
Board of Education, and Mr. Pidgeon responded that he is still working with the Board’s legal counsel to finalize that matter.
                                                
        COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Committee Chair, Mrs. Flynn, had no report, but commented that they will meet soon since the Police Chief
has returned from vacation.

Finance Committee Chair, Mr. Salovaara, was absent from this meeting, but  Mayor Williams commented that discussion
on the proposed 2004 budget will follow later in this meeting.

Personnel Chair, Mrs. McMillen, had no report.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair, Mr. Honecker, reported on discussions at their committee meeting, as
follows: 

The pump station on Childs Road was discussed since the project is still incomplete.  Special funds need to be used to
purchase plants and a sprinkler system to complete this project without further delay.

Mr. Honecker said Michael Mondok was asked to get clarification from the Planning Board on the ordinance affecting the
complaints of Pine Street residents objecting to usage at the Ferrante lot.   A March 1st letter of complaint from residents of
Pine Street was discussed.   Mr. Rossi commented that the use is “grandfathered”, and the property owners have been
cooperative, and believe they are in compliance. 

The owner of the “old fire house” at #35 Mill Street complained of the broken sidewalk there and asked permission to
blacktop the area to even it out.  Mrs. Walton suggested the specifications for the downtown sidewalks be shown to her as an
example, rather than using blacktop.   Mr. Honecker mentioned ponding on Olcott Lane.  He reported receiving a letter
regarding illegal hunting from a Charlotte Hill resident, which has been referred to the Police Department.  The Recreation
Committee has commented that they have no objection to locating tennis courts near the municipal pool, but they do not want
to be responsible for maintenance.  Mr. Honecker said this matter will be discussed at a town/school committee meeting.  Mr.
Rossi suggested a 99-year lease of the proposed site for one dollar.  Mayor Williams asked Mr. Pidgeon to follow up on this
matter.  

Mr. Honecker spoke about the library, and repairs needed, including new doors at $5,500.  Library heating system
maintenance contract proposals have been received.  Mr. Rossi discussed terms of each contract  and explained the
differences as well as the need to have this handled by professionals.  Light ballasts may need to be looked at next year. He
said $6,000 for total replacement of these has been placed in the Library budget.   Mr. Rossi discussed a possible contract for
Library roof inspection/sealing of seams.  A major foundation crack at the Library was mentioned, and must be put into capital
requests for the 2005 budget.  The Garden Club has offered to clean up a particular spot adjacent to the library, and more
information will follow on that project.  Mayor Williams concluded the discussion with a comment that the borough owns the
Library building, the Library Board and staff are essentially tenants, and maintenance of the building is “our” responsibility.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Municipal Budget Introduction was held until later in the meeting.

Municipal Participation in Cross-Acceptance
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A memo has been received by Mayors, Elected Officials and Planning Board Chairs from the Somerset County Planning
Board asking cooperation from municipalities to allow the County to serve as the Cross-acceptance Negotiating Entity for
Somerset County; and it’s application for a State Cross-acceptance Grant to the State Planning Commission.  Sample
resolutions were enclosed for the Borough to use in adopting a resolution.  A Municipal Cross-acceptance Committee is also
suggested.   Mayor Williams will attend and report back.  

        2004 Somerset County Open Space Partnership Grant Application

A Professional Services Agreement with Banisch Associates was considered.  The agreement, requested by the Chairman of
the Open Space Committee, would be necessary for Banisch to complete an application for funding to Somerset County for
open space funding.  Applications, however, are due March 29, and the Borough is not in a position to move forward at this
time.  Therefore, Mrs. Walton recommended no action be taken on this matter now, and commented that she and Mrs.
McMillen will explore the possibility of filing future applications using samples on file.  At the appropriate time, if it appears an
expert is needed, this agreement with Banisch will be revisited.  
  
        Kiwanis/Rotarian/Little League Field (Friends for a Greener Bernardsville)

In a letter from Bernie Briand dated March 9, representing Friends For A Greener Bernardsville, the Borough was informed
that the Kiwanis Little League Field has been selected as a site for donated,  newly planted trees.  Mayor Williams said he
would write them a letter of thanks. Mr. Rossi said the group will work with Messrs. Mondok and Macdowall regarding
placement. Mr. Pidgeon recommended a motion.   Mrs. Walton moved to accept the donation of a tree or trees  from Friends
for a Greener Bernardsville.  Mrs. Flynn seconded and the motion was adopted with five yes votes.

        Summer Hours Program

Mayor Williams and Mr. Maresca said there are at least eight employees who are interested in working the voluntary, summer
hours program, which, with agreement of the Borough Council,  will begin April 5, and continue through October 30.  The flex
hours of this group will mean that the building is open from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., which will benefit the public.  Those
participating will work this schedule every other week, so that their 35 hours will be spread over four days, giving each
employee every other Friday off.  Mr. Maresca was authorized to proceed with this program during 2004.

        Program Coordinator for Recreation

Mayor Williams acknowledged receipt of a recommendation from the Recreation Director to hire a replacement for Mrs.
Knapp, who resigned as Recreation Program Coordinator/Secretary.  Mr. Maresca was directed to proceed with an offer of
employment at a starting salary of $26,000 to fill this full-time position with benefits.

        Phone Audit

Mr. Maresca asked for authorization to sign a contract with a vendor to study the efficiency of the Borough’s phone system.
There is no direct cost of this review, suggested by Mr. Salovaara, but the vendor would take half of any suggested savings if
changes are implemented.  He was directed to proceed.

Property Taxes

Mr. Honecker said a resident inquired about inviting another New Jersey Mayor, Mayor Bogota,  to speak in Bernardsville
about his cause, which is the lowering of property taxes.  Mrs. Walton suggested that Mark Salisbury, a resident who has done
a lot of research into this area, be notified about this initiative.  Mayor Williams suggested all members look at the website

4



STOP SCHOOLTAXNOW.COM before a decision is made on the suggestion of a meeting.

Smoking in Bernardsville’s restaurants

Mr. Honecker reported receiving a letter from a Burrows Avenue resident, Cheyenne Harris, opposing public smoking in
Bernardsville restaurants.   Mr. Pidgeon will review and report at the next meeting.  

JCP&L Tree Work

Mrs. McMillen reported having received e-mails, telephone calls and letters regarding the “massacre” of trees. Mr. Rossi
suggested another meeting  with JCP&L representatives, because it appears that the tree-cutting company is not in compliance
with the agreement reached at a former meeting.

Farmland Assessment

At a previous Council meeting, it was decided to invite the Borough’s Assessor to attend a future Council meeting to discuss
Farmland Assessment.  Mrs. Walton suggested a separate Council meeting on the subject.    
                                                2004 Municipal Budget Introduction

Mayor Williams returned to the 2004 Municipal Budget.  Beginning with an informal vote, a motion to accept the budget “as
is”, was defeated with five no votes.  Members of the Public Works Committee argued for a total spending plan increase of 23
percent, in order to provide  $600,000 for public works projects, and they discussed their reasons and the town’s specific
needs.  Mr. Macdowall, Public Works Manager, was present to answer questions.   Discussion, compromise continued, and
straw votes were taken to determine support for a budget which would pass.  (With one Council Member absent, it was
necessary to pass a budget with four yes votes.)   Finally, when it appeared the group was close to compromise, changes were
entered into the budget by the Auditor, who announced that the last version of the budget  would mean an increase of 11.2%.
This was reached by deciding to bond  about $270,000 in road projects, thereby spreading the cost beyond the 2004 budget,
trimming about $48,000 in proposed new salaries and related expenses, and $5,000 slated for the Historic Preservation
Committee.  Mayor Williams cautioned that this budget includes use of about $2.2 Million Surplus as a revenue, leaving only
about $13,000, and continuing a recent trend!  Mrs. Flynn moved introduction of the budget, as amended and shown on the
spread sheet in the Auditor’s computer, reflecting an 11.2% increase as discussed.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion and a vote
followed:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes   

        OPEN SESSION

Mayor Williams opened the public session. Mr. Dello Russo, 141 Mine Mount Road, asked for Council’s assurances to follow
through with the public improvements, as listed in the introduced budget.  He said a lesson must be learned from the school
board’s experience that putting off improvements is not wise.  Mayor Williams closed the public portion.

        CLOSED SESSION

Mrs. McMillen moved that the meeting be adjourned to an executive session to consider pending litigation, property
acquisition, attorney/client privileges, and contract negotiations,  and that the time when and circumstances under which the
above can be disclosed to the public is when the matter is finally resolved.  Mrs. Flynn seconded and the motion was approved
with five yes votes.
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        REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

Moved and seconded to reopen, then adjourn the meeting at 10:45 p.m.  The motion was approved by five yes votes.            
                                         ______________________________   
                                                        Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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