
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

March 28, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 28, 2011.
Present were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte Foster, John McCrossan, and  Kevin
Sooy.   Also present were Ralph Maresca, Administrator/CMFO, Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/
Assistant Administrator, and Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire.   Council Members
Joseph Rossi and Craig Lawrence arrived late.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 30, 2010.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

School Budget

Peter Miller, Superintendent of Schools, Nancy Hunter, Administrator, and Linda Kragie, and Bob
Baker, School Board Members, were present.  Peter Miller presented. He said:

Since the joint meeting last month between the Board of Education and Council, things have

changed somewhat.  Bernardsville is only one out of two districts in New Jersey that have received

no state aid.  They had received word a few weeks ago that they would receive $340,000.00 in

special education funds.  But a condition of that aid is that a $65,000.00 bill for bond interest on a

school construction project be paid first.  They are still $339,000.00 short from last year and they

need to work within a 2% cap.  The overall budget is $500,000.00 less than last year’s.  

Currently, the Board is looking into cost efficiency measures and revenue.  An energy efficiency

program will  earn the school $32,000.00 per year and will give them 3.2 million dollars in

upgrades.  They have gotten solar grant approval through the County as well.  They will be putting

panels on the high school and on the Bedwell School.  This will generate an additional $15,000.00

per year.  The total earned revenue comes in at just under $100,000.00 per year.

Another cost saving measure that is being explored is bond refinancing and they are waiting for the

interest rate to drop.  Grants are another avenue being explored at this time.  They have entered into

three separate shared services agreements with Bedminster.  They will save $64,000.00 on the first

shared services agreement, and an additional $50,000.00 by merging the special needs and

preschool programs.  The Board has purchased several mini buses and are saving approximately

$100,000.00 per year.  They are looking into a fourth shared services agreement with Bedminster

that would allow them use of the purchased mini buses.
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The Board is trying to look ahead several years and make decisions that will work in the future, not

just for the present.  They try to not make any cuts that will directly affect the classroom.  There will

be some staff reduction.

The Board has received $374,000.00 from the County to do the roofs.  The tiles were all removed

and the damaged tiles were replaced with new.  They were then all put back on the roof with new

fasteners.  The school is entitled to a matching grant from the State which will be looked into as

well.

Currently, there are five hundred students enrolled in private schools.  No significant number of

students were enrolled this year that had previously been in private school.  But due to the economy,

more students in the future could be taken out of the private schools and enrolled in the public

schools.  The Board was able to keep the budget at 1.7% which is below the 2% cap.  The election

this year falls on Wednesday, April 27. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Sooy moved to accept minutes of meetings held February 28 and March 14.  Mr. DeMarco
seconded the motion, which was approved with four yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  

Mayor Honecker read a proclamation for Harold Pierson, a member of the Fire Department since
1960. This proclamation will be presented to him at the Fireman’s Dinner in April.

Hearing no comments or questions, the public session was closed.

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1584, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR

IMPROVEMENT OF VARIOUS ROADS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND MAKING
AN APPROPRIATION OF $215,000 THEREFOR CONSTITUTING PROCEEDS OF
GRANTS.  Without comments or questions  from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing.
Mrs. Foster moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Sooy
seconded the motion which was approved upon a  roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Absent
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Absent
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes
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Mr. DeMarco moved that #11-1585, AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $79,000.00 FROM

THE SEWER UTILITY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR SBR CONTROL SYSTEM
IMPROVEMENTS, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and
that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., April 25, 2011.  Mrs. Foster
seconded the motion, which was approved with four yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#11-62 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#11-63 AUTHORIZING GRANT SUBMISSION TO SOMERSET COUNTY
HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT PROGRAM

#11-64 RELEASING RESTORATION/PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE;
RELEASING MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE; RELEASING INSPECTION
ESCROW; AND ACCEPTING IMPROVEMENTS OF LANCOR
DEVELOPMENT, MAJOR SUBDIVISION  M-83; BLOCK  6, LOTS 11
THRU 11.04; CAMBRIDGE COURT (PRIVATE ROAD) OFF BALLANTINE
ROAD

#11-66 CONCERNING THE FIRE PREVENTION TRUST FUND II ACCOUNT,
DEDICATION BY RIDER

#11-67 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF VERIZON POLE ATTACHMENT
AGREEMENT

#11-68 APPROVING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR APRIL AND
MAY 2011

#11-69 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#11-70 APPROVING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#11-71 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#11-72 AUTHORIZING REFUND DUE TO REDEMPTION WITHIN TEN DAYS OF
TAX SALE PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE, BLOCK
100, LOT 2.14, 24 STIRLING ROAD, BERNARDSVILLE, HEO SE JIN.

Mrs. Foster moved that Resolutions #11-62 through #11-64 and #11-66 through #11-72 be approved

and that Resolution #11-65, AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR GRASS CUTTING AND
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LAWN  MAINTENANCE be voided.  Mr. DeMarco seconded and the motion was approved upon
a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Absent
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Absent
Mr. McCrossan Yes     Mr. Sooy Yes

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of March 28 was received.  There will be one item to discuss in Executive
Session.

Chili Cook Off Banner (Sign)

Ms. Cannan, a representative from The Somerset Hills Education Foundation (SHEF) was present
to request permission to hang a banner for approximately two weeks until April 9, on the exterior
of the building at 1-3 Olcott Square.  The property owner has given permission.  The sign, which is
identical to the one used in previous years, is 40 square feet (the ordinance allows 12 square feet),
and it contains  advertising (not allowed by ordinance), as a way to thank contributors to the event.
Mr. Pidgeon recommended clarifying the record on this request if the ordinance will not be changed.
Mr. DeMarco moved approval to hang the Chili Cook off banner (sign), as discussed.  Mr.
McCrossan seconded, and the motion passed with four yes votes.

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Chief Valentine reported for the Public Safety Committee that no meeting has taken place so far
this year.  He said he is working with FEMA and the State Police to try to recover as much funding
as possible for the December 26th snow storm.  The Police Department’s website is up and running.

Mr. McCrossan reported for the Finance Committee, who will finalize the budget soon.  In the latest
draft, 1.97% is the amount to be raised by taxation.  A savings was realized this year due to some
reorganization.  1.7% is the total budget growth. $779,000.00 is still within the 2.0% cap.

Mr. Sooy, Personnel Committee, reported that the committee met earlier tonight and discussed the
municipal budget impact on the Recreation Committee.  More on that subject  will be discussed later
under "Council Committee Reports".

Mr. DeMarco, for Engineering, Technology, & Public Works, reported that the plans for Old Fort
Road are complete and the project is on track for completion over the summer.  The plans for the
Claremont Bridge are also complete and is anticipated to be underway over the summer months as
well.  This project will be funded through use of Open Space funds.   
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The public meeting was held last Wednesday on the Mullens Lane project when preliminary or
concept plans were shown to residents.  Certain timing issues need to be discussed by Council. A
DOT grant funds $215,000.00 of this project cost and it needs to be completed this year to be
guaranteed reimbursement.  One suggestion was to give direction to Bob Brightly so at the next
meeting there could be a more finalized version of the plan to work with.  Mayor Honecker inquired
about the types of comments and suggestions that were received from the residents.  Mr. DeMarco
stated that most agreed on curbing, paving and drainage but the road width is an issue.  Mr. DeMarco
stated that most residents agree to road width at 22 feet, consistently, rather than 24 feet. Speed
issues should be the subject of another meeting. The narrower the road, the less likely drivers are to
speed.  The other concern is where the sidewalks should be located.  The general consensus was to
put the sidewalks along the left side from Childsworth Road to Old Colony Road.  There is a section
where there would be more tree removal involved for sidewalks.  The Historical Society needs to
review the plans as well for the portion of the neighborhood that is located in the Historic District.
July and August is the optimal time to schedule the project because the weather is generally good,
school is not in session, and there is less traffic.  Mr. DeMarco suggests giving the engineer the
direction he needs to complete the plans and move forward with the design.

The meeting was opened to public comment.  Several residents voiced their opinions and concerns
regarding the proposed project.  Their concerns included the possibility of having to remove trees
to make room for the sidewalk, changing the appearance of the quaint street as it is currently, and
the loss of front yard area for some where the road could be a bit wider.  John Macdowall was
present at the meeting and addressed some of those concerns.  Mr. Macdowall assured the residents
that the character of the street would be maintained as much as possible and that the average width
of the street currently was just a bit under 22 feet wide.  He mentioned that they have existing
topography which could be marked up to show which trees would need to be removed if the road
was 22 feet wide versus 24 feet wide, and if a sidewalk were installed with curbing, etc.

Dan Lincoln from the Historical Society was present and suggested a letter and final plans  be sent
to the State.  Mrs. Foster asked if grant funds would be in jeopardy if only sections were done by the
end of the year?  Mr. DeMarco stated that the whole project would need to be completed in order
to receive the reimbursement from the State.  Mr. DeMarco moved to permit our engineers to
proceed with design of the Mullens Lane project, constructing a 22 foot wide roadway with
sidewalks on the left hand side from Old Colony Road to Childsworth Avenue, and to do so with
minimal impact to the neighborhood.  Motion was duly seconded and approved with four yes votes.

(QUARTERLY REPORTS)

There was no report on Cable TV due to Mr. Rossi not being present. 

There was no report from the Board of Health due to Mr. Lawrence not being present.
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Mr. DeMarco reported for the Environmental Commission.  E-Waste Day and Clean-Up Day
are both set for April 9.  There is going to be a Green Challenge which residents can sign up for
and participate in.  Residents then receive a sign stating that they have participated in the Green
Challenge that they may place on their lawn.

Mrs. Foster reported on the Sustainable Jersey program. 

Mrs. Foster reported on the Open Space Advisory Committee.  The committee met on February
23.  They will meet again on April 26.  The Master Plan and Open Space Inventory are being
brought up to date.

Mrs. Foster reported for the Planning Board. The Bernardsville Centre application was
approved on February 24; memorialized March 24.  Mrs. Foster praised the applicant for their
willingness to work with the neighbors and plant trees as a buffer for those who wanted them.

Recreation Committee budget matters were discussed.  Mr. McCrossan reported that the
Finance Committee met with the Recreation Committee earlier this month to discuss their budget
requests.  The Finance Committee, however, had already created their version 2 proposal of the
current fund budget.  Contribution to the Recreation Committee equals $71,000.00, which
represents a $27,000.00 increase from 2010.  It was set at $44,000.00 last year.  The version 2
proposal represents a 1.7% budget increase,  .71% of the 1.97% tax levy.  

Mr. McCrossan referred to an email from Recreation, which states that $188,675.00 in fees
would remain the same.  They have budgeted $228,552.00 for swim pool revenue, down 10%.
Investments are reduced by approximately $3,000.00 due to the drop in interest rates.  Their
revenue equals $419,727.00.  They are requesting a Borough reimbursement of $151,087.00 to
meet a total revenue of $570,814.00 to support their expense budget.  The Finance Committee
met on the matter and came up with three alternatives authored by Craig Lawrence, Joe Rossi
and John McCrossan; later narrowed down to two alternatives when Craig Lawrence joined in
his support of John McCrossan’s alternative.  The first alternative proposed by Mr. Rossi,
received no seconds when voted upon.  It calls for increasing the $71,000.00 allocated to the
Recreation Committee in the current fund budget for 2011 to $131, 612.00, which is a 2.27%
increase.  The second alternative, which was developed by Mr. McCrossan, received support
from Mr. Lawrence but not from Mr. Rossi.  In Mr. McCrossan’s model, the $71,000.00
allocated to the Recreation Committee in the current fund budget for 2011 is raised to
$87,717.00, which is a 1.85% increase.

Mr. McCrossan stated that the budget must be introduced at the next meeting since we are
already behind schedule.  It was agreed to allocate $30,000.00 of the $37,000.00 capital expense
fund for the Recreation Committee and $7,000.00 will remain in the surplus.  Mr. McCrossan
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moved to allow the allocation of $100,000.00 to the Recreation Committee this year, funded by
using $30,000.00 of the Recreation Committee’s surplus in addition to the $71,000.00 in the
current fund budget.  Ralph Maresca will move approximately $6,000.00 from other areas and
that will maintain a 1.97% budget cap.  Mr. McCrossan’s motion was seconded by Mr. Sooy and
approved with four yes votes.

Shade Tree Advisory Committee matters were reported on by Mr. Sooy.  The committee is
preparing to have another street tree replanting project.  The Friends for a Greener Bernardsville
are going to have planters installed in the downtown area soon. 

(Mr. Lawrence arrived)

Mrs. Foster reported that HPAC is currently working on another grant.

Insurance - Mr. Lawrence reported that there are no new developments and no cases pending.

Mr. Sooy reported the Housing Committee will meet next week. 

Mr. McCrossan reported the Library Board of Trustees held a meet and greet last week and

briefly discussed their budget requests.

Fire Prevention - There was no report due to Mr. Rossi not being present.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

St. Bernard’s Request Regarding Escrow Fees

Daniel Somers was present to speak regarding the application before the Board of Adjustment. 
The buildings were constructed in the 1800's and before some of the codes were in effect.  They
would like to have more use of their Parish hall.  The fees on the application currently total
$13,000.00.  They are requesting relief.

Mr. Pidgeon reviewed the fees with Michael Mondok.  His opinion is that some of the fees are
redundant.  After some discussion on the matter, it was moved by Mr. DeMarco to eliminate
some of the redundant fees for a total of $2,250.00 in fees, plus $1,500.00 in escrow for a total of
$3,750.00.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Foster and approved with five yes votes.
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Sample Resolution 
Urging Somerset County to Investigate a Facility of Off-Site Disaster Recovery

This was carried to the work meeting on April 11.

Fire Company PEOSHA Requirements

This was carried to the work meeting on April 11.

Correspondence (There was none)

(Mr. Rossi arrived)

OPEN SESSION

The Mayor opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments, the Mayor closed the open
session.

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member McCrossan moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider (Pending or

Anticipated Litigation) the Downtown Project, and that the time when and circumstances under
which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when it (they) are finally resolved.  No actions
are anticipated.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

REOPEN

Moved, seconded, and approved with six yes votes.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved with six yes votes.

____________________________
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