
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

 April 9, 2007

A meeting  of  the  Governing  Body  was  called  to  order  by  Mayor  Lee  Honecker  at  7:00  p.m.  on  Monday,  April  9,  2007.
Present  were Denis J.  Dooley II,  Charlotte  J.  Foster,  Michael  Landau,   John  McCrossan,  and  Joseph  Rossi.   Also  present
were John R. Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Ralph Maresca,  Administrator/CMFO  and  Sandra  G.  Jones,  Clerk/Assistant  Administrator.
Mikael Salovaara arrived at 7:02 p.m.

        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal
Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 12, 2006.

        OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  There were no comments or questions and the Mayor closed the public portion.

        ITEMS OF BUSINESS

School Budget

Mr. Salovaara arrived.   Peter Miller, Superintendent of Schools and Nancy Hunter, Business Administrator, distributed
information about the proposed 2007/08 school budget, and discussed same, with highlights as follows:

1• Schools portion tax increase would be .8 percent; the lowest increase in years, with future increases expected to
remain low as well.

1• The $37.3 million budget would mean an increase of about $17 for every $100,000 of assessed valuation in
Bernardsville.

1• Due in part to “long form” calculations this year, the sending district (Bedminster) will contribute an additional
$900,000.

Borough Council members expressed satisfaction with the budget proposal.  Mr. Miller commented that the budget will be
decided by the voters at the School Election to be held at the High School on April 17,  from 1:00 p.m. to 9 p.m.   

Ordinances

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #07-1459, ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE
#03-1308 PROVIDING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE DOWNTOWN AREA BY APPROPRIATING AN
ADDITIONAL $120,000 THEREFOR FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND (BUT NOT
INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF AUTHORIZED BONDS OR NOTES).    Mr. Jim Jackson of Prestige Auto
Repair, asked what will the financial impact be upon his property?  Mr. Landau responded.  Mayor Honecker closed the
public hearing.  Mr. Landau moved that Ordinance #07-1459 be passed on final reading and adopted as published.  Mr.
Dooley seconded and the motion was approved upon a call of the roll:

                Mr. Dooley                 Yes                Mr. McCrossan        Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes



Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #07-1461, ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK. There were no comments or questions from the
public.  Mr. Rossi moved that Ordinance #07-1461 be passed on final reading and adopted as published.  Mrs. Foster
seconded and the motion was approved upon a call of the roll:  

                Mr. Dooley                 Yes                Mr. McCrossan        Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes

Ordinance #07-1462, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE #07-1458 BY ADDING THE POSITION OF
MUNICIPAL COURT INTERPRETER, was referred to the Council Personnel Committee for review.  

        Resolutions 

#07-56        CONSENTING TO AMENDED CONSERVATION EASEMENT AREA ON BLOCK 28, LOT 60.03
AND AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO SIGN DEED

#07-75        AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING $568,000 BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES
OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY

#07-77        AMENDING THE TEMPORARY BUDGET
                                                                
#07-78        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#07-80        AUTHORIZING RECYCLING OR DESTRUCTION OF VARIOUS ITEMS

Mr. Rossi moved to accept  resolutions #07-56, #07-75, #07-77, #07-78 and #07-80.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the
motion was approved with six yes votes.

Resolution #07-76, AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF COIN OPERATED AMUSEMENT LICENSES, was
discussed.  Mr. McCrossan stated he was not in favor of allowing these devices in a local business.  The Borough Clerk
confirmed that these are renewal licenses for existing machines and that the applicant has now complied with terms of a local
ordinance which provides for licensing of amusement devices.  Mr. Salovaara moved  approval of Resolution #07-76.  Mr.
Landau seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.  Mr. McCrossan voted no.

Resolution #07-79, SUPPORTING THE CLICK IT OR TICKET MOBILIZATION OF MAY 21 - JUNE 3, 2007
was discussed.  It was decided to add the following sentence to the end of the resolution, form of which was received from the
State, via the police department: “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that filing of the grant application is hereby approved.”   Mr.
Salovaara moved that Resolution #07-79, be adopted, as amended.   Mr. Landau seconded and the motion was approved
with six yes votes.

        Referendum on open space tax

Three draft resolutions/public questions, and a fourth concept, were discussed in anticipation of a November referendum to
revise the rules  for using open space taxes.  Presently the Open Space Tax is 2 cents per $100 of assessed valuation and it
may be spent only on open space acquisition.  A straw poll resulted in authorization to Mr. Pidgeon to formulate two alternate
questions, as follows:
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1• Increase the tax by 2 cents and give Council the discretion to spend the increase on field improvements. 
 
1• Give Council the discretion to spend any portion of the current 2 cent tax on improvements. 
 
This matter will be discussed further at the May work meeting.

        Community team works update

Mr. Dooley discussed “Community team works”, a concept suggested by a resident, and he said that specific projects must be
identified before the matter can be taken to the next step.  It was decided to contact department heads to ask for suggestions.  

        Vacancies

Mayor Honecker said an alternate representative to the Community Development Committee is needed. He asked to appoint
John Macdowall and all members agreed.  Mayor Honecker agreed to review  “skills bank forms” on file in the hope of
locating potential candidates for other vacancies.
                                                        Request to construct decorative pillars at 304 Mount Harmony Road 

Barry Caul, C.L.A. landscape architect from BMJ Landscape Design, Hackettstown, NJ was present to discuss the request to
construct pillars in a conservation easement at 304 Mount Harmony Road.  Mr. Salovaara recommended this request be
reviewed by the Planning Board.  Mr. Rossi discussed safety access problems for the Police and Fire Departments with similar
structures on other properties and he asked that those issues be considered.  The matter was referred to the Planning Board
for comment.  

Appeal of Board of Adjustment decision for Omnipoint communications

It was unanimously agreed to table this matter for closed session. 

Summer hours

Based upon the recommendation of Mr. McCrossan, this matter was tabled until after the next Personnel Committee meeting
on April 23.  

NIMS Training

Mrs. Foster asked when National Incident Management System (NIMS) training could be scheduled?  Wednesday evenings
were identified as the best possibility, and it was agreed that Mrs. Foster would work with Chief Valentine to schedule same. 
Mrs. Foster said that  to be in compliance, the Mayor and Public Safety Committee members must attend, but others are
welcome.

Highlands issue

The governing body then discussed the March 30, 2007 letter from the Highlands Council concerning a voluntary TDR
program it is in the process of establishing.   Mrs. Foster will take the issue to the Planning Board.  Mr. Salovaara questioned
the use of TDR’s in a town like Bernardsville.  

        CLOSED SESSION

Council member Salovaara moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider personnel matters and potential litigation and
that the time when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matter is finally
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resolved.  Mr. Landau seconded and the motion was approved by all present.

REOPEN 

Mr. Salovaara moved that the council recuse itself from hearing the Omnipoint appeal because of an appearance of a conflict of
interest.  Mr. Pidgeon will handle notifications.   Mr. Landau seconded the motion which was approved with six yes votes.

        ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Salovaara moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m.  Mr. Landau seconded, and the motion was approved with six yes
votes.

                                                                       ______________________________
                                                        Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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