
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

April 14, 2008

This meeting  was called to order by Mayor Lee Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Denis J.
Dooley II, Charlotte J. Foster, John McCrossan, Edward McDowell,  Joseph Rossi, and Kevin Sooy.
Also present were Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire, Sandra G. Jones, Clerk and Assistant
Administrator and Ralph Maresca, Administrator and C.M.F.O.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 18, 2007.

OPEN SESSION 

Mayor Honecker opened this session. David Brennan, a "disgruntled painting contractor" who
resides at 22 Anderson Hill Road in Bernardsville, and one of the unsuccessful painters who
submitted a quote for the painting project at the train station, complained about the way the quotes
were handled and awarded, and Mr. Rossi’s involvement in the project.   He asked if the low bidder
met professional requirements and if a tax ID  number and certificate of insurance were submitted?
Mr. Maresca responded that supporting documents are on file.    Mayor Honecker acknowledged that
Mr. Rossi should not have been involved.  The session was closed by Mayor Honecker.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

The Mayor and Council agreed to move items 4B and 4E forward, in order to accommodate visitors.

Ten Towns Great Swamp Watershed Management Committee Membership

Harry Gerken, Executive Director of the Ten Towns Committee, said that about fifteen years ago the
group was formed to protect the drainage basin and five feeder streams of the Great Swamp.  Today,
because of their success other watershed groups use Ten Towns as a model. The question before us
today is membership renewal for Bernardsville for the period expiring 1/1/2010?  Mr. Gerken said
their work is funded by municipal contribution, and private, state and federal grants.  The  members
from Bernardsville are Don Knudsen, Sherry Frawley, and Terry Thompson.  Membership provides
access to support, technical expertise and grant money.  Mayor Honecker asked what future direct
benefit to Bernardsville could be derived and Mr. Gerken said he could offer technical expertise to
study Penn’s Brook behind King’s Supermarket, a stressed area that residents feel must be
reconfigured to prevent  flooding problems during severe rainfall.   Mayor Honecker asked how our
fee ($4,140) is determined and Mr. Gerken responded that  fees are based on our drainage
contribution to the Great Swamp.  Mayor Honecker thanked Mr. Gerken and said the question of
membership would be addressed a.s.a.p.
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PARIS grant

Allen Kurdyla, Somerset County Project Manager for the PARIS (Public Archives and Records
Infrastructure Support) grant program was present to provide background, and a status report on the
project. He said the goal is to meet strategic and emergency records management needs, preservation,
and future storage requirements of County and municipal governments.   Phase one was a records
survey.  Phase two, to be completed this year, is to purge records, and  $17,000 is available to each
town, with work to be done outside of normal working hours.   Additional grant funds are being
sought for the next phase which is assistance with electronic scanning and storage of records,
hopefully to begin next year.   After a brief question/answer period, the group thanked Mr. Kurdyla.
  

RESOLUTIONS

#08-75 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL GRANT
APPLICATION

#08-76 AMENDING/ADDING FEES FOR RECREATION PROGRAMS

#08-78 AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS

Mrs. Foster moved approval of RESOLUTIONS #08-75, 76 and 78.  Mr. Rossi seconded the
motion which was approved as follows: 

Mr. Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mr. McCrossan discussed #08-74, providing for the Downtown Improvement Project, then moved

that RESOLUTION #08-74, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING

$1,061,800 BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE,
IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY,  be approved.  Mr. Rossi seconded the
motion which was approved as follows:

Mr. Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Resolution #08-77, AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS, was discussed.  Mr. Maresca
requested an amendment to the resolution, to add a payment of $7500 to JLS Painting for work at
the Bernardsville Train Station.  Mr. Rossi  recommended this bill be tabled pending receipt of all
required documentation. Mr. McCrossan moved approval of the resolution as amended, including
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the $7500 payment, pending  submission of the proper information to the Borough Administrator.
Mr. Rossi  objected to the haste with which this vendor is being paid.  Mayor Honecker asked for
a second.   Mr. Sooy seconded the motion which was approved as follows:

Mr. Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mr. McCrossan moved  RESOLUTION #08-79, APPROVING 2008 CAPITAL PROJECTS.
Mrs. Foster seconded.  Details regarding certain equipment for the Fire Company were requested by
Mr. Dooley.  Bill Mellin and David Kotz of the Fire Company were present, and responded that  PPE
(Personal Protective Equipment) is the coat, pants, gloves, boots, and hood worn by firefighters and
their useful lifetime is approximately eight years.  Mr. McCrossan said this resolution allocates funds
for items already funded during 2007.  Mr. Pidgeon said #08-79 constitutes a policy statement, is not
legally binding, and that before any project mentioned in the resolution could proceed the Council
must approve advertisement for receipt of bids, then award a contract via resolution.  The motion
was approved as follows:   

Mr. Dooley Yes Mr. McDowell Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes
 

BOCA National Property Maintenance Code

The Zoning Enforcement Officer has recommended adoption of the BOCA National Property
Maintenance Code, but the Borough Attorney believes that many provisions in the BOCA Code
overlap with and/or are inconsistent with the Borough’s current property maintenance code, housing
code and zoning ordinance, and that it would be more appropriate to strengthen Borough ordinances
where necessary.  It was agreed that the Zoning Enforcement Officer will be asked to provide
specific concerns for consideration.  

Use of Open Space Funds

Council members discussed a draft resolution which would direct the County Clerk to include a
question on the November ballot allowing the Borough Council discretion to use open space trust
funds for development of lands acquired for recreation and conservation purposes.  Sherry Frawley,
Chair of the Environmental Committee, said a consensus of the committee is to expand the use of
funds to include development, but not maintenance. Mr. Dooley said a third option considered in the
past was to raise the open space tax.  Mr. Pidgeon was directed to prepare another version for the
next meeting which would include a 25 % cap on development and stating that the change would
be applicable to funds raised after January 2009. 
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At this point Mr. Rossi raised a separate issue regarding field maintenance.  He said the Board of
Education offered an 80/20 split, and set aside monies for the last two years to be given to Recreation
for maintenance of fields.  The Recreation Committee, concerned about loss of control, declined  this
offer.  Mr. Rossi urged Council to reconsider in light of new budget concerns.  Mr. McCrossan,
liaison to Recreation, agreed to revisit the matter with the Recreation Committee.  

Housing Committee appointments

Mayor Honecker announced the following appointments to the committee:  Neil Schetelick, Chair,
Maureen Sciaretta, Helen Walton, Greg Digioacchino, and Scott Ritchie.  Mr. Sooy moved approval,
Mr. Rossi seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.    Mr. McCrossan moved to appoint Kevin
Sooy as Council Liaison.  Mr. Rossi seconded and a voice vote followed with unanimous approval.

Mayor’s Proclamation for Arbor Day

 Mayor Honecker read the following:

WHEREAS, in 1949 the legislature set aside the last Friday of April as Arbor Day to promote the

planting of trees and to encourage the protection of our forests from fires and pests that destroy the

beauty and usefulness of our woodlands; and

WHEREAS, half of New Jersey's total land area is forested or tree covered; and

WHEREAS, trees play an important role in the ecosystem in which we live, and trees reduce the

erosion of our precious topsoil caused by wind and water, clean the air we breath and the water we

drink, produce oxygen, provide habitat for birds and wildlife and reduce heating and cooling costs

by moderating temperature; and

WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper for fine literature, wood for homes, fuel

for fires, and countless other wood products; and

WHEREAS, trees provide increased property value, enhanced economic viability, and pleasing

aesthetic qualities along streets and properties in municipalities; and

WHEREAS, tree planting in yards and farms, in school yards and parks, and along streets and

highways creates an enduring heritage for generations that follow; and

WHEREAS, this is the fiftieth anniversary of the State Arbor Day Celebration in New Jersey;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, do hereby

proclaim April 25, 2008 as Arbor Day in the community of Bernardsville, and urge all citizens
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to support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands to support our borough’s urban forestry

program, and further, I urge all citizens to plant trees to gladden hearts and promote the well being

of present and future generation.

Schlott Charles Road Subdivision

Mayor Honecker said he was approached by  residents of that subdivision regarding the fire cistern
the developer was supposed to create.  Mr. Pidgeon will contact the developer’s attorney.  He
advised that because we have the developers agreement and guarantees, we can construct it
ourselves, if necessary.  It was agreed to carry the matter to April 28. 

Graffiti ordinance amendment

Mrs. Foster said the ordinance would clarify responsibilities of the Police Department and the
Zoning Enforcement Officer.  It was agreed to consider the amendment for introduction at the
meeting on April 28. 

Extended summer hours

Mr. Rossi moved to approve the extended summer hour schedule for participating employees for the
period from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved with
six yes votes.

Ordinance #08-1488

Mr. McCrossan said this ordinance is a prerequisite to introduction and passage of the municipal
budget.  It would allow, but not require, the Borough to increase its 2008 budget cap from 2.5% to
3.5%.  It is possible, he continued, that the Finance Committee will be ready to present a budget for

consideration and introduction on April 28.   Mr. McCrossan moved that #08-1488, ORDINANCE

TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO
ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40a:4-45.14), be introduced by title, passed on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00
p.m., Monday, May 12, 2008.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved by six yes votes.

Right of way

Members briefly discussed this subject.   Mrs. Foster said construction within the right-of-way is
currently happening on her street and she urged the Council to get control.  Mayor Honecker said the
matter could be discussed at the next meeting.  Mr. Rossi pointed out that we currently have laws
in place to stop building or to require  removal if completed.
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Resolution to oppose cuts in municipal aid

Mr. McDowell suggested that the  Borough of Bernardsville join the opposition to the cuts proposed
by the governor.  Mr. Pidgeon was directed to prepare a resolution for consideration on April 28.

Downtown Improvement project

Mr. McDowell reported to members that he received a phone call from a downtown business owner
concerned about noise during construction, and it was agreed that it is important to inform those who
will be affected about working hours.  Mr. Rossi said meetings with owners/tenants are proposed.
  

CLOSED SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. Foster moved  to adjourn to an executive session to consider PBA contract negotiations, and
that the time when and circumstances under which the matters  can be disclosed to the public is when
they are  finally resolved.    Mr. McDowell seconded and the motion was approved with six yes
votes.

______________________________
Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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