
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

April 25, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 25.  Present
were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte Foster, John McCrossan, Joseph Rossi and Craig
Lawrence.   Also present were Ralph Maresca, Administrator/CMFO, Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/
Assistant Administrator, and Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire.   Council Member Kevin
Sooy was absent.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 30, 2010.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS (There were none)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Lawrence moved to accept minutes of meetings held March 23, March 28 and April 11.  Mr.
Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments or questions, the
Mayor closed the public session.

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1585, AN ORDINANCE

APPROPRIATING $79,000 FROM THE SEWER UTILITY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
FUND.  Without comments or questions  from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing.
Mr. Rossi moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Foster
seconded the motion which was approved upon roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Absent

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1586, AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING

DONATION OF DRAINAGE EASEMENT.  Without comments or questions from the public,
Mayor Honecker closed the hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and
adopt as published.   Mr. DeMarco seconded the motion which was approved upon roll call vote:
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Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Absent

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1587, AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED

THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP
BANK.  Without comments or questions from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing. 
Mr. DeMarco moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr.
Lawrence seconded the motion.  Mr. McCrossan identified a typographical error (2011 instead of
2010) in paragraph three.  With that amendment, the ordinance was approved upon roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Absent

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1588, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING

AN APPROPRIATION OF $6,000 FROM THE RECREATION CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR LIGHTNING PROTECTION SYSTEMS.  Without
comments or questions from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing.  Mr. McCrossan
moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Foster seconded the
motion which was approved upon roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Absent

Mrs. Foster moved that #11-1589, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING PARKING

RESTRICTIONS ON OLCOTT AVENUE AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII OF THE
BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TRAFFIC", be introduced by title, passed on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at
7:00 p.m., May 23.  Mr. Rossi  seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

Mr. DeMarco moved that #11-1590, AMENDING THE BOROUGH TOWING

ORDINANCE AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER III OF THE
BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "POLICE REGULATIONS", be introduced by title, passed
on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting
beginning at 7:00 p.m., May 23.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion.  Mr. Lawrence requested that
the ordinance be tabled for further review.  He questioned the necessity of the ten mile radius
clause, and suggested that background checks and drug testing of tow truck drivers be included in
our ordinance. Chief Valentine explained that the 10 mile radius was adopted long ago when it
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was difficult to locate a garage that also had a storage yard within a shorter distance from
Bernardsville.  Mrs. Foster and Mr. DeMarco withdrew their motions and the ordinance was
tabled until further notice.

RESOLUTIONS

#11-83 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #11-
00007, BLOCK 42, LOT 13, 8 ELMER AVENUE, BERNARDSVILLE, NJ
07924, GUGLIETTA, VINCENZO

#11-84 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #11-
00018, BLOCK 129, LOT 26, 28 ORCHARD STREET, BERNARDSVILLE,
NJ 07924, ISSELIN, MICHAEL & DEBRA

#11-85 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #11-
00008, BLOCK 67, LOT 5, 39 WESLEY AVENUE, BERNARDSVILLE, NJ
07924, BENNETT, JASON R.

#11-86 SUPPLEMENTING RESOLUTION #11-35, ENTITLED
"ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS
ASSESSMENT"

#11-87 QUASI-MUNICIPAL ENTITY (Bernardsville Library Foundation)

#11-88 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#11-89 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#11-90 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

Mr. DeMarco moved that Resolutions #11-83 through #11-90 be approved.  Mr. Rossi seconded
and the motion was approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes     Mr. Sooy Absent

Resolution #11-91, AUTHORIZING PROCESSING OF ABANDONED DEVELOPMENT

ESCROW ACCOUNTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH UNIFORM UNCLAIMED
PROPERTY ACT, was discussed.  Mr. McCrossan asked if the funds are returned to the
borough if they are not claimed at the state level?  Mr. Pidgeon answered no.  Mr. McCrossan
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moved that Resolution #11-91 be approved.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved
upon roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Absent

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of April 25 was received.

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Rossi reported for the Public Safety Committee that a $15,000 grant for Emergency
Management exercises has been received and Chief Valentine discussed how the funds will be
used.  The Chief explained that due to drastic rate increases, the Borough’s services with Nixel
have been terminated and he is seeking an alternate provider that can enable the department to
utilize text messaging to contact the Fire, First Aid and Road Departments.  Headquarters will
participate in a county wide collection program for prescription drugs on April 30.

Mr. McCrossan reported that the Finance Committee met this week with the auditor and bond
counsel, to consider long term bonding v. short term borrowing, and to consider the amount to
borrow.  For the record, Mr. McCrossan said the borough’s current debt is 8.5 million dollars. 
Additional information will be provided for the next committee report in May.  

Mr. DeMarco reported for Mr. Sooy, Chair, Personnel Committee.  The group met on this date,
but has nothing to report at this time.  

Mr. DeMarco said Engineering, Technology, & Public Works met this morning.  The Public
Works Manager is working to clarify a question relative to the D.O.T. Federal grant money.  A
summer start for the project is still planned.  Mr. Rossi inquired about the nature of the question? 
Mr. DeMarco replied that it has to do with the Quis House on Anderson Hill Road.  

Bid requests for the Claremont Bridge project will go out as soon as the specs are done.  If  bids
come in higher than funds available, there will be a discussion on how to fund the shortfall.

Princeton Hydro will seek a water level lowering permit to begin pond dredging.  When issued, a
work schedule will be known.  The work can be done in the late summer.  Mr. Rossi voiced
complaints about delays, and Mayor Honecker directed Mr. Macdowall to ask for a progress/time
frame report from Princeton Hydro for the next meeting.
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Other projects discussed are roads due to be reclaimed, milled and paved in June and July, which
include Tower Mountain Drive, Eastern Avenue, Shadowbrook Court and the Ammerman Lot.  
Mr. Rossi requested consideration of better drainage for the Ammerman Lot.  Also under
consideration is repairs/replacement of the downtown project crosswalks. 

Mt. Airy Road (a county road) was discussed.  The Mayor asked if there would be another public
meeting with Somerset County officials, and if the issues at the intersection with Bernards
Avenue have been resolved?  A center turn lane has been considered.  Chief Valentine voiced
safety concerns, and commented that it is already difficult to exit onto Mt. Airy from Bernards
Avenue, and he feels a center turn lane will cause stacking of vehicles.  More information will be
requested.

Mr. Rossi asked about extending sidewalks on Mt. Airy to Pill Hill Road, and he recommended
the gas company be encouraged to extend the line in that area.  It was agreed that the Public
Works Manager will ask Somerset County to speak with the utility company in that regard.  

On Mullens Lane, trees have been color coded to show which would be removed with or without
sidewalks.  The Public Works Committee met this morning.  Mr. DeMarco reported the
committee supports a uniform 22 ft. wide roadway with curbing, additional drainage, and
sidewalks from Old Colony up to Childsworth Road, with an alternate to Bell Terrace.  Mr.
DeMarco would like a decision tonight so that bids can be sought.  SHPO, the State Historic
Preservation Organization, must sign off on the project and John Macdowall is  working with
them.  No delay is anticipated.  Mr. Rossi voiced concerns that sidewalks would not be all the
way up Mullens Lane, and stated he would not support the plan.  Mrs. Foster replied that "Safe
Routes to School" is not necessarily the shortest route and that the current plan takes the children
on roads that have less traffic.  Mayor Honecker replied that a public meeting was held and the
people were heard.  Mr. McCrossan moved to adopt the recommendation of the Public Works
Committee to construct a 22 ft. wide roadway (Mullens Lane) from Old Colony Road to Old Fort
Road with sidewalks from Old Colony to Childsworth Road, with a second design to add
sidewalks to Bell Terrace, with curbing, drainage and paving.  The motion was seconded by Mrs.
Foster and passed with four yes votes.  Mr. Rossi voted no.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Laptops for Borough Council

Mr. McCrossan discussed this possibility, and the general consensus was that while it would not
mean immediate savings, the idea has merit.  Mrs. Foster recommended that everyone read the
April NJ League of Municipalities publication regarding municipalities that are going in the
paperless direction.   Mr. Pidgeon commented that the governing body in a neighboring
municipality has been using laptops successfully for three years.  The options will be explored 
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further.  In the meantime, Mr. DeMarco volunteered to receive his agenda via email, joining  
Messrs. Maresca and Pidgeon, who already receive electronic copies.  

Mullens Lane (discussed earlier)

Correspondence (none)

OPEN SESSION

The Mayor opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments, the Mayor closed the open
session.

CLOSED SESSION (none)

ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved with five yes votes at 8:17 p.m.

____________________________
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