
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

May 23, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, May 23.  Present were
Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte Foster, Kevin Sooy, Joseph Rossi and Craig
Lawrence.   Also present were Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator, and Borough
Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire.   Ralph Maresca, Administrator/CMFO and Council Member
John McCrossan were absent.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 30, 2010.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS (There were none)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Foster moved to accept minutes of meetings held April 25 and May 9.  Mr. Rossi seconded
the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public. 

Paula Marasco, 121 Round Top Road, thanked the Council for their generous support of the
library, and mentioned the Bernardsville Library Foundation fund raiser, "Homes of Distinction",
to be held on Sunday, June 12.

Mayor Honecker read a letter from Council Member McCrossan, who is home recovering from
an illness, in which he thanks all for well wishes and concerns, and praises the library and the
library board for all of their hard work and achievements.

Residents with concerns about Mullens Lane were present.  Keith McGriskin, 45 Mullens Lane,
thought another special, public meeting would be held on this subject prior to a final decision,
stated he favors sidewalks all the way up Mullens, and is concerned about speeding.  Letters
and/or emails expressing similar points of view  were delivered from residents who were not
present:  Peter Curry of 61 Old Army Road, Wendy Potter of 59 Highview Avenue, Andrea
Kostelak of 39 Mullens, and John Craft of 11 Mullens.

Mayor Honecker addressed the misunderstanding that occurred at the public information meeting
held on March 23, regarding "another meeting on the subject".  He said that when it was
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mentioned that Mullens Lane would be discussed at another "public meeting", that meant a
regular public meeting, not another public information meeting like March 23. 

Louis Ferrante of 3 Timber Rock Trail was present to represent his son who is moving to 43
Mullens Lane, and who is in favor of sidewalks going all of the way up Mullens Lane and who is
also concerned about speeding.

Steven Zdepski of 67 Highview Avenue commented that he has written to Council before on this
topic, and he stated the proposed sidewalks, on the opposite side of the road from the bus stop,
will require children to cross the street to get to the bus stop, and he does not believe that the
sidewalks will solve problems on Mullens.  

Arlene Jende of 15 Mullens Lane asked who had made the decision to only install the sidewalk
as far as Childsworth?  The Mayor explained that the vote was four to one in favor of that
decision.  She commented she also expected notice of a second public meeting on the topic.  Mr.
DeMarco stated that if the sidewalks were proposed all the way up Mullens Lane it would
involve a much more intense review due to the Historic District. Ms. Jende said that she spoke
with Michelle Hughes, Senior Historic Preservation Specialist, regarding the process of approval
for these types of projects.  She was told that if the sidewalks have anything to do with public
safety, especially involving children, that the process would be expedited and given priority.

Chris McMorrow of 18 Bell Terrace also thought another public meeting would happen before a
final decision was made regarding the Mullens Lane project.  He ultimately supports the
Council’s decision and would like the sidewalk issue re-visited at some future time if needed. 
He is more concerned about the enforcement of a twenty five mile per hour speed limit.

John Macdowall, Public Works Manager, stated that he would have sent out notices for the
public Council meeting on April 25, but the item was added to the agenda late on Thursday
afternoon with the following day being Good Friday and the Borough Hall was closed.

Peter Burke of 60 Highview Avenue is not in favor of continuing the sidewalk all the way up
Mullens Lane.  He feels it may encourage walkers in an unsafe area.  He is also concerned about
the loss of the trees and feels the street is very dangerous in the winter when the snow is piled up.

Barbara Goralczyk of 14 Elmer Avenue stated she was born and raised in Bernardsville and
knows Mullens Lane well.  She feels that it is a dangerous road and is unsafe and narrow.  She
says that people use Mullens Lane to avoid the center of town.  She is not in favor of the
sidewalks going all the way up the road because it will encourage walking.  She inquired also
about the Elmer Avenue project.  Mr. DeMarco informed her that the easement necessary to
allow the town to fix the drainage issue was just recently obtained.  Ms. Goralczyk replied that
the rain has caused deep troughs on the sides of the road.
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Martha MacNabb of 33 Mullens Lane walks her dog on Mullens Lane but turns onto Highview
Avenue and does not go all the way up to the top of Mullens Lane.  She is not in favor of the
sidewalks going all the way up to the top of Mullens Lane.

Martha Burke of 51 Old Army Road believes that safety is a concern.  She likes the idea of a
phase one/phase two (for the top of Mullens) plan.  She would like to discuss other options for
the top of Mullens Lane such as a one-way road or closing off the top portion entirely.  Mayor
Honecker interjected that the phase one/phase two plan is definitely a possibility for the future.

Mary Donelik of 79 Mullens Lane supports the Council’s decision and is not in favor of the
sidewalks going all the way to the top of Mullens Lane.  She believes that Highview Avenue is a
better alternative and that speeds are a serious problem.  She stated that the intersection of
Mullens Lane and Old Army is especially dangerous.

Michelle Ray of 71 Old Fort Road walks her dog and runs in the area.  She thanked the Council
for addressing the problems on Mullens Lane and for agreeing to install some sidewalks there. 
She understands that there are time constraints with the grant money.

An unidentified  resident of Mullens Lane commented she favors the phase one/phase two plan,  
loves the character of Mullens Lane and does not want to see it change.

Steve Schwed of 18 Sunset Drive believes that there is a lack of safe passage.  He feels that there
are safety issues and that sidewalks should go all the way up to the top of Mullens Lane.  At this
point it was mentioned that Childs Road is a county road.

Arlene Jende of 16 Mullens Lane is in favor of the sidewalks going all the way up to the top of
Mullens for the children to be able to walk to school.  She was under the impression also that
there would be a second public meeting for the Mullens Lane residents, and she believes that
speed on that road is a big issue.

Anthony Dello Russo, 141 Mine Mount Road, thinks that anything will be an improvement.  He
said he cuts through the neighborhood himself to avoid the center of town and he thinks that the
grade of the road at the top is an issue that should be addressed.

Robert Richardson, 1 Prospect Street, stated there is a significant problem with speeders and
flooding in his area.  At 14 West Street he said there is a storage container that has been there
since September 2010.  It is on rental property and there is no work going on there.  Mr. Pidgeon
said he will speak with the Zoning Officer in this regard.  Mr. Richardson said the current permit
for the storage container expires on June 4 but the date apparently can be extended.  
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Dan Lincoln spoke regarding the Mullens Lane project and relayed that he is available to consult
when the Borough is ready for a phase two project for the sidewalks.  He suggested completing a
survey of the neighbors regarding their positions on the sidewalk issue.

Anthony Dello Russo asked where the Historic District begins and ends on Mullens Lane?  It was
mentioned that part of Childs Road is in the historic part of the neighborhood as well.

Mayor Honecker stated that the Mullens Lane project was already put to a vote and decided on. 
It was determined that a twenty two foot wide roadway with curbing and drainage and a sidewalk
along the left side from Old Fort Road to Childsworth Road was approved.  If Council were to
amend the decision a motion would be needed.  Mayor Honecker stated that upper Mullens Lane
is a very different roadway from the bottom portion.  He believes that more research should be
done on the upper section.  Mayor Honecker expressed that he is in favor of a phase one/phase
two project himself and does not like the idea of a sidewalk that goes nowhere.  He apologized
again for the confusion over the expectations of a second public meeting.

Mr. Rossi referred to his email regarding a sidewalk to Old Army.  He figured that it would cost
approximately $20,000 to $30,000 to have alternate plans drawn up as amendments.  He said he
spoke with Bob Brightly regarding the possibility of alternate plans #1, #2, and #3.  He believes
that it would be a missed opportunity to not have the alternate designs, and claimed that an
extension of time (for the grant) could be requested if the project was underway. When asked if
he agreed with that scenario, Mr. Macdowall, agreed that it was a valid option, but cautioned that
the time frame that Mr. Rossi was going by may be a bit optimistic. 

Mr. DeMarco relayed to everyone that he is still somewhat unsure of how to proceed with the top
part of Mullens Lane.  He does believe that a phase one/phase two plan is a good idea.  Mr. Sooy
said that he is not sold on the upper portion needing a sidewalk.  He is also in favor of the phase
one/phase two idea.  Mrs. Foster said that she believes that providing a network to get kids to
school safer is the goal but it does not necessarily equate to having the most direct route.  Mr.
Rossi still favors the sidewalks continuing all the way up Mullens Lane.  Mr. Lawrence stated
that he is unsure if a sidewalk would make the area safer and he is also in favor of a phase
one/phase two project.  Mayor Honecker agreed that the Council should move forward with the
initial decision and that a phase one/phase two approach is the best option.

Chief Valentine reported that there are close to 3,000 trips per day on Mullens Lane.  He stated
that speed, volume, design and sight clearance are all real concerns.  He said that ten years ago
Mullens Lane was identified as a road in need of sidewalks.  He is in favor of sidewalks going all
the way up Mullens Lane and he does not believe that it will encourage more walkers but rather
help keep the current walkers safe.

Mayor Honecker asked the Chief to make a commitment to enforcing the twenty five mile per
hour speed limit on Mullens Lane and he promised in return to thoroughly research the



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES            MAY 23, 2011

5

possibility of extending the sidewalk all the way up Mullens Lane as a phase two project in the
future.

A member of the public suggested that the Council focus on operating as a team.  Mayor
Honecker said that the point was well taken.  Hearing no further comments or questions, the
Mayor closed the public session.

Item of Business #11-D, Temporary Signs

It was decided to move this item forward.  Mayor Honecker stated that a letter was received
recently from Susan Rubright of Brach Eichler, representing Bernardsville Center, requesting a
moratorium on temporary sign enforcement.  This happened following tickets and/or warnings
delivered recently by the Borough Code Enforcement Officer.  Mayor Honecker asked how
Council Members felt about allowing a moratorium?  He further stated that if the signs were in
violation of public health, safety and welfare they would have to be removed.

Seth Rosenblath of Mercury Trading Company and a representative of Kings at the Bernardsville
Center were present to stress the importance of signs to advertise sales and specials.   

Hal Simoff, Vice Chair of the Planning Board, stated it is bad precedent to ignore existing 
ordinances and D.O.T. regulations.  Mr. Pidgeon suggested referring the matter to the Planning
Board for review, and he will in the meantime alert the Zoning Officer. 

Item of Business #11-E, Shed Donation/Change in Size

Donation of a shed was accepted by the Borough Council from Somerset Hills Little League on
October 12.  When the building permits for the shed were filed in the Construction Office, it
showed a shed approximately 2 feet larger than originally offered.  The Mayor asked if there
were objections to the larger shed?  All members were in favor of accepting same.

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1589, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON OLCOTT AVENUE AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII
OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TRAFFIC".  Without comments or questions 
from the public, Mayor Honecker closed the hearing. Mr. DeMarco moved to pass the ordinance
on final reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion which was approved
upon roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Absent Mr. Sooy Yes
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Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1590, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF VARIOUS ROADS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND
APPROPRIATING $100,000 THEREFOR, FROM PROCEEDS OF BONDS OF THE
BOROUGH HERETOFORE ISSUED AND FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
FUND OF THE BOROUGH.  Without comments or questions from the public, Mayor
Honecker closed the hearing.  Mr. Rossi’s asked where the money was coming from and what
exactly are Class "B" roads?   It was explained that the money was leftover from a previous
ordinance which appropriated funds for a storage shed, which was never built.  Mr. Pidgeon said,
"Class B roads are defined as a mixed surface treated road with 8" surface of gravel, stone, or
other select material under partial control mixed with cement or lime."  Mr. Lawrence moved to
pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.   Mrs. Foster seconded the motion
which was approved upon roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Absent Mr. Sooy Yes

Mr. Lawrence moved that #11-1591, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN

APPROPRIATION OF $7,000 FROM THE RECREATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
FUND, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a
public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., June 13.  Mr. Rossi  seconded
the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#11-105 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#11-106 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $546.27 AS A SPECIAL ITEM
OF REVENUE IN THE 2011 BUDGET (Chapter 159, P.L. 1948)

#11-107 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $50.00 AS A SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE 2011 BUDGET (Chapter 159, P.L. 1948)

#11-108 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #11-
00005, BLOCK 37, LOT 21, 61 MINE MOUNT ROAD, BERNARDSVILLE,

NJ 07924, TRAPP, CHARLES B. AND MEGAN H.

#11-109 AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW ACCOUNT BALANCES



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES          MAY 23, 2011

7

#11-110 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#11-111 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#11-112 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PERMIT FEE FOR TANK REMOVAL
PERMIT APPLICATION

#11-113 REQUESTING GRANT EXTENSIONS OF TIME FOR OLD
FORT/ANDERSON HILL SIDEWALK AND ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

#11-114 VOIDING MARCIA SUDANO’S REAPPOINTMENT AS TAX ASSESSOR
AND REPEALING RESOLUTIONS #10-197 (IN PART) AND #11-78

#11-115 SETTING RATE OF INTEREST ON 2011 DELINQUENT TAXES,
SERVICE CHARGES FOR CHECKS RETURNED FOR INSUFFICIENT
FUNDS, AND CHARGES FOR DUPLICATE TAX SALE CERTIFICATES

Mayor Honecker requested that two Resolutions appointing an Assessor and a Tax Analyst be
removed from the agenda, and numbers reassigned as necessary.  Mr. Sooy moved that
Resolutions #11-105 through #11-114 be approved.  Mr. Lawrence seconded and the motion was
approved upon a roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Absent     Mr. Sooy Yes

Mr. Lawrence moved that Resolution #11-115, SETTING RATE OF INTEREST ON 2011

DELINQUENT TAXES, SERVICE CHARGES FOR CHECKS RETURNED FOR
INSUFFICIENT FUNDS, AND CHARGES FOR DUPLICATE TAX SALE
CERTIFICATES, be approved.  Mr. Rossi questioned the fees.  The Borough Clerk explained
that the only new fee is a $75.00 charge for duplicate tax sale certificates; that the entire
resolution (from reorganization) was used, with the new fee inserted, so that we are ready for the
beginning of next year.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved upon a roll call
vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. Lawrence Yes
Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes
Mr. McCrossan Absent Mr. Sooy Yes
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REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of May 23 was received.  Mr. Rossi inquired if there was any new
information on Post Kennel Road?  John Macdowall reported on the status of Post Kennel Road
saying that one resident that had wanted the right to discharge does not wish to have the
discharge on his property.  Bob Brightly has some work to do yet on the design.

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Rossi reported for the Public Safety Committee that a meeting will be set soon.  It was
suggested that a regular date for monthly meetings be selected.

Mr. Lawrence reported that the Finance Committee is working on short versus long term
bonding.

Mr. Sooy, Chair, Personnel Committee reported that there is one Executive Session item. 

Mr. DeMarco reported for Engineering, Technology, & Public Works.  Ms. Eckert proposes to 
clean up Lot 5 in Block 75, near her residence on Essex Avenue.   Four trees would be removed
and the Shade Tree Committee will address replanting.  There are two historic trees that Lou
Matlack suggests should not be removed.  John Macdowall said that from a Public Works
standpoint the property line must be investigated between the neighbors.  One neighbor will be
approached about whether the trees that have afforded their property some privacy would be an
issue if they were removed.  The general consensus was to consent to Ms. Eckert’s request, as
long as the neighbors do not object.

The pond dredging project is on schedule.  Mr. Macdowall stated that an application has been
submitted to the DEP and that the proper permits have been applied for as well.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Claremont and Mt. Airy Road Parking Lots

This was tabled to the meeting on June 13.  

Draft Ordinance re Fire Lanes on BOE Property

This was tabled to the meeting on June 13.
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Welcome to Bernardsville Signs

At the last meeting, Mr. Lawrence suggested welcome signs be erected. Mr. DeMarco discussed
past efforts in this regard, and roadblocks which made it impossible to proceed at the time.  He
said he obtained quotes from Great American Sign in Basking Ridge for a cost of approximately
$1,500 to $2,000 per sign with the intention of putting one at each end of Route 202.  The cost
was at least one concern.  Mr. Lawrence volunteered to look into getting some business
sponsorship for the cost of the signs and Mr. DeMarco will look into getting copies of the plans
again. 

Correspondence

The Mayor read an invitation from the Paraguayan Community to attend an event at 440 Mine
Brook Road after the Memorial Day parade.  The Bicentennial Committee of NJ extended the
invitation to celebrate Paraguay’s 200 year independence anniversary.  The Paraguayan Counsel
from NY is expected to attend as well as a celebrity soccer player.  Mayor Honecker said he will
attend.

Mr. Sooy moved that #11-1592, AUTHORIZING SALARY RANGE ADJUSTMENT FOR

CERTAIN SWIMMING POOL EMPLOYEES, be introduced by title, passed on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at
7:00 p.m., June 13, 2011.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved by five yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

The Mayor opened the meeting to the public.  Dan Lincoln of the Historic Preservation Advisory
Committee offered murals to hang in the court room.  Council accepted the offer.  Mr. Lincoln
also said the borough will be taking bids very soon for roof work at the Belcher property. 
Hearing no further comments, the Mayor closed the open session.

CLOSED SESSION

It was moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider  Contract Negotiations concerning
dispatch services, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be
disclosed to the public is when it (they) are finally resolved.  Motion was duly seconded and
approved with five yes votes.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and approved with five yes votes at 10:20 p.m.

____________________________
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