
 
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

July 24, 2006

A special meeting of the Governing Body was called to order  by Mayor Jay Parsons  at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  July 24,  2006.
Present were Denis J. Dooley, II, Charlotte J. Foster, Lee C. Honecker, Michael Landau, Joseph Rossi and Mikael Salovaara.
  Also present were Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire, and Sandra G. Jones, Clerk and Assistant Administrator.  

Also present were Donald Knudsen and Terry Thompson of the Bernardsville Planning Board and Brent M. Krasner,  Principal
Community Planner, Somerset County Planning Board.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Parsons announced that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on July 18, 2006.

        SOMERSET COUNTY INTERMUNICIPAL POLICY AGREEMENT/GRANTS

Sidewalk planning and construction grants which may be available through Somerset County and the Federal government were
discussed at a Town and School Committee meeting attended by Messrs. Honecker and Rossi, and referred to the Public
Works Committee to consider if they would be available to Bernardsville.  

Mr. Dooley discussed the Public Works Committee recommendation not to pursue a sidewalk planning grant at this time due
to several factors, including timing and the requirement that in order to qualify, the Borough must adopt the Somerset County
Intermunicipal Policy Agreement.

Brent Krasner, Principal Community Planner, Somerset County Planning Board, was present to  answer questions about the
agreement, county planning grants, and the state grant for construction or engineering which will become a potential through
applications during September.  

Mr. Rossi explained that he requested this meeting to encourage Council to reconsider adoption of the intermunicipal
agreement in order to qualify for grant funds. Mr. Krasner distributed a Memorandum of Understanding relative to the
agreement, a list of North County Municipal Planning Partnership Grant Awards (2000 - 2005) to Bedminster, Far Hills,
Peapack & Gladstone and Warren, and confirmed that the county would need an agreement with Bernardsville by the end of
July and grant applications by mid August.   

The pros and cons of the agreement were debated.  Mr. Pidgeon explained the amendments requested by the Borough
Council in 2001, which the county would not adopt at that time.
                                                                        

Mr. Salovaara moved to empower Mr. Pidgeon to contact Somerset County to see if the county is flexible enough to sort out
the Borough’s concerns with the agreement.  If it is possible, then the Borough would be willing to sign up for the grant.   Mr.
Landau seconded the motion.  There was no vote at this time.

Mr. Rossi moved to amend Mr. Salovaara’s motion to move forward with the grant application, subject to obtaining relief from
Somerset County on the timing and language concerns in the intermunicipal agreement.  

Mr. Pidgeon said,  “Let me read the language I suggested in 2001:



1• The parties to this agreement will make a good faith effort to comply with this agreement, however, failure to comply
with any of the provisions of this agreement that are not specifically mandated by the MLUL shall not invalidate any
proceeding or action taken by the Planning Board, the Board of Adjustment, the governing body or any other official,
board or commission of any municipality which is a party to this agreement.  

1• A party may withdraw from this agreement on sixty (60) days written notice to all adjacent municipalities which are
also parties to this agreement.”

Mr. Honecker seconded Mr. Rossi’s motion to amend  Mr. Salovaara’s motion.  
   
Before asking for a vote, Mayor Parsons asked the Borough Council if they would allow questions from the public?  Council
consent was given.  Mr. Dooley asked if any members of the staff had questions.  John Macdowall, Public Works Manager,
expressed short term timing concerns with an award of a professional services agreement for a traffic specialist, and also with
administration of another grant.   Other comments and questions were offered by Mr. Honecker, Terry Thompson, Planning
Board member and council members.  Mayor Parsons said the Planning Board has undertaken a re-examination of the Master
Plan.  He suggested that it is essential that the Town and School committee coordinate their plans through Mr. Mondok so that
the Planning Board’s Master Plan revision reflects their ideas.  Mrs. Dello Russo, School Board Member, said the plans are
not new.  They were reviewed by Chief Valentine and the Town & School Committee feels they target areas where sidewalks
are needed.  Lou Palma, President of the Board of Education, reiterated the need for an increased network of sidewalks for
those students who walk to school.  

Mayor Parsons asked if it is the understanding that “we’re going to do it (adopt the agreement) provided these two things
(language changes) are done (accepted by Somerset County),  recognizing we’re going to have to have another meeting to
formally approve the agreement decide on the exact language?”   How many are in favor of the proposed amendment?

        Mr. Dooley                No                        Mr. Landau                No
        Mrs. Foster                Yes                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
        Mr. Honecker                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                No
Mayor Parsons voted Yes to amend the motion.  “Now as amended, the Mayor said, “is it  the sense of this body that the
resolution pass.  In other words, that we will say yes if we get satisfaction on those two points.  All in favor of the resolution as
amended, please signify by saying  yes.” 

        Mr. Dooley                No                        Mr. Landau                No
        Mrs. Foster                Yes                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
        Mr. Honecker                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                No
        
Mayor Parsons voted Yes to break the tie vote.

Mr. Salovaara moved to adjourn the meeting and the motion was duly seconded, then approved unanimously. 

                                                        _______________________________
                                                        BOROUGH CLERK
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