
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

August 9, 2004

A meeting of the Borough Council was called to order  by  Mikael  Salovaara,  Council  President  and  Acting  Mayor,   at  7:00
p.m. on Monday,  August 9,  2004,  in the Borough Hall.  Present  were Marie C.  Flynn,  Lee  C.  Honecker,  Vivian  McMillen,
Joseph  Rossi,  and  Helen  Walton.   Also  present  were  John  R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Borough  Attorney,  and  Sandra  Jones,
Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., Borough Administrator, was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mr.  Salovaara  announced  that  notice  of  this  meeting  was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 23, 2003.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS 

Mr.  Salovaara  announced  that  the  Republican  Committee  has  selected  three  candidates  for  interim  Mayor  of  Bernardsville:
Mikael Salovaara, Marie Flynn and Dennis Dooley.   Mr.  Salovaara explained that the Borough Council will consider  all three,
that he and Mrs. Flynn are not allowed to vote for themselves,  and then he withdrew his own name and offered his support  to
Mrs.  Flynn.   Mrs.  McMillen  moved   that  Mrs.  Flynn  be  selected  as  interim  Mayor  for  Bernardsville.   The  motion   was
seconded by Mrs. Walton and approved with five yes votes.  Mrs. Flynn thanked everyone for their support and added that the
turmoil-free transfer of power is a tribute to the Borough.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Salovaara moved approval of  minutes of the meeting held on July 19,  2004.   Mrs.  Walton seconded.  and the motion was
approved with four yes votes from Messrs. Rossi, Honecker, Salovaara and Mrs. Walton.  Mrs. McMillen abstained.  
                
At this point in the meeting, Mayor Flynn asked Mr. Honecker  to update  members on good news,  just recently received.   Mr.
Honecker  reported  that  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  past  Mayor  James  Williams,  Congressman  Michael  Ferguson  came  to
Bernardsville on this date with a special purpose.  In a small ceremony at  11:00 a.m. at  the train station,  he awarded a Federal
grant in the amount of $100,000 toward the Downtown Streetscape project.  Mrs. Walton commented that the design team for
the  project  will  meet  to  discuss  how  these  additional  funds  will  be  used;  that  everyone  is  pleased  because  the  project  was
running at a shortfall.  



OPEN SESSION

Mayor Flynn opened the public session.  Alicia Zurlo, Locust Drive,  asked if an environmental study and traffic study would be
required relative to the proposal  to locate tennis courts  at  the Polo Grounds?  Mr.  Honecker  said  only  if  the  Planning  Board
requires same. Mrs. Zurlo stated once again, her opposition to the proposed tennis courts, and her desire that the tree  buffer be
maintained.  
Dana Taylor, 20 Locust Drive, a neighbor of Mrs. Zurlow, said she agrees that the trees are  an important noise buffer,  and that
when she purchased her home she was told the site was Green Acres.  
Phillip Pitney, Lloyd Road, asked about the procedure to fill the vacant council seat.  Mr.  Pidgeon responded that it is a similar
process  as  used to fill the Mayor’s  vacancy.   The Republican Committee has 15 days to submit three  names  to  the  Borough
Council.  Council can select from the three names.

Jay Parsons, 52 Chapin Road, congratulated Marie Flynn on becoming the first female Mayor.

The Mayor closed the public session. 

ORDINANCES

Mayor Flynn opened the public hearing on Ordinance #04-1355.  There were no comments or questions, and the Mayor
closed the public hearing.  Mrs. McMillen moved that ORDINANCE #04-1355, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

CANVASSERS, SOLICITORS AND PEDDLERS PERMITS AND AMENDING CHAPTER IV OF THE
BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “GENERAL LICENSING”, be passed on final reading and adopted as published.  

Mr. Salovaara seconded.  The motion was approved upon a call of the roll:

                                                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes

                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

Mayor Flynn opened the public hearing on Ordinance #04-1356.  There were no comments or questions, and the Mayor
closed the public hearing.    Mr. Salovaara moved that ORDINANCE #04-1356, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

AUTOMOBILE SALES USE IN THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, be passed on final reading and adopted
as published.  Mr. Honecker seconded.  The motion was approved upon a call of the roll:

        
                                                        Mr. Rossi                Yes

                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

Mayor Flynn opened the public hearing on Ordinance #04-1357. There were no comments from members of the public.  Mrs.
Walton moved that ORDINANCE, #04-1357, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN CONDITIONAL USE
REQUIREMENTS PERTAINING TO THE R-1-10 Z0NE DISTRICT, be passed on final reading and adopted as
published.   Mr. Rossi seconded.  Mr. Salovaara expressed questions and concerns regarding this ordinance, and said he
recommends tabling it until he has an opportunity to understand its implications, with regard to the  Board of Adjustment’s
review of subdivisions.  Mr. Salovaara moved to continue the public hearing on this ordinance until September 13, with no
further notice.  Mrs. Walton seconded and the motion passed with five yes votes.  It was agreed that Mr. Salovaara will

discuss this ordinance with the Planning Board attorney.                                  

Mayor Flynn opened the public hearing on Ordinance #04-1358. Mrs. Walton expressed concerns regarding this ordinance,
and recommended tabling it for further study.  Mrs. Walton  moved that ORDINANCE, #04-1358, AN ORDINANCE

SETTING STANDARDS FOR OPEN SPACE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE R-1-10 Z0NE
DISTRICT, be tabled to September 13.  The Planning Board attorney will be asked to respond to concerns.  The motion
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was seconded and approved with five yes votes.
                

Mayor Flynn opened the public hearing.  There were no questions or comments, and the Mayor closed the hearing.  Mrs.
Walton moved that ORDINANCE #04-1359, AMENDING ORDINANCE #02-1289 WHICH APPROPRIATED

$27,100 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR VARIOUS POLICE EQUIPMENT, be passed on
final reading and adopted as published.  The motion was seconded and approved upon a call of the roll:

                                
                                                         Mr. Rossi                Yes

                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

Ordinance Introductions

Mr.  Rossi  moved  that  ORDINANCE  #04-1360,  AN  ORDINANCE  CANCELING  ORDINANCE  #04-1351,
ADOPTED  JUNE  7,  2004  AND  APPROPRIATING  $30,000  FROM  THE  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT  FUND
FOR VARIOUS POOL EQUIPMENT, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that
a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,  Monday,  September  13,  2004.   Mrs.  McMillen seconded.
The motion was approved with five yes votes.

Mrs.  Walton  moved  that  ORDINANCE  #04-1361,  AN  ORDINANCE  AMENDING  ORDINANCE  #04-1339
FIXING  BASE  SALARY  RANGES  FOR  OFFICERS  AND  EMPLOYEES  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF
BERNARDSVILLE AFTER JANUARY 1,  2004,  be introduced by title, passed  on  first  reading,  published  according  to
law,  and  that  a  public  hearing  be  scheduled  for  a  meeting  beginning  at  7:00  p.m.,  Monday,  September  13,  2004.   Mrs.
McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.  
        
Mrs.  McMillen moved that #04-1362,  AN  ORDINANCE  REVISING  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  POSITIONS  AND
AMENDING CHAPTER II OF  THE  BOROUGH  CODE  ENTITLED  “ADMINISTRATION”,   be  introduced  by
title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at  7:00
p.m., Monday, September 13, 2004. Mrs. Walton seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#04-158        ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#04-159        AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE SOMERSET COUNTY YOUTH 
                ATHLETIC AND RECREATION FACILITY GRANT AGREEMENT

#04-160        AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF AN OUTSIDE LIEN #257

#04-161         AUTHORIZING  EXECUTION  OF  A  DEVELOPER’S  AGREEMENT,  PERFORMANCE
GUARANTEE,  MAINTENANCE  GUARANTEE  AND  INSPECTION  FEE  ESCROW  FOR
SUBDIVISION NO. 610

#04-162        AUTHORIZING REFUND OF ESCROW FEES

#04-163        APPOINTING KEVIN BOLLARO AS A CLASS II SPECIAL POLICE OFFICER

#04-164        APPOINTING DEBORAH KALRA-BISCHOFF AS A BOROUGH POLICE OFFICER

#04-165        AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE SOMERSET COUNTY MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE GRANT
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UPDATE, AND RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR THE TERM 2005 TO 2007

#04-166         PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $690.84  AS A SPECIAL ITEM OF  REVENUE  IN  THE
2004 BUDGET (chapter 159, P.L. 1948)

#04-167        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#04-168        APPOINTING THERESA CRISAFULLI AS COURT ADMINISTRATOR

        Consent Resolutions

Mr. Salovaara  moved that Resolutions #04- 158 through #04- 162 and #04-165 through #04-168, listed herein by title, be
hereby adopted.    Mrs. Walton seconded and the motion was adopted upon a call of the roll:

                                                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes
                                

Other Resolutions

Mr. Salovaara moved that RESOLUTION  #04-163,  APPOINTING  KEVIN  BOLLARO  AS  A  CLASS  II  SPECIAL
POLICE  OFFICER,  listed  herein  by  title,  be  hereby  adopted.   Chief  Valentine  added  that  he  highly  recommended  this
appointment.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved upon a call of the roll:
                        
                                                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes
                
Mrs.  Walton  moved  that  RESOLUTION  #04-164,  APPOINTING  DEBORAH  KALRA-BISCHOFF  AS  A
BOROUGH POLICE OFFICER, listed herein by title, be hereby adopted.  Chief Valentine said Ms. Kalra-Bischoff was the
best candidate among 60 applications.  It was agreed that she would  start tomorrow morning and a  formal swearing in will be
held on September 13.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved upon a call of the roll:

                                                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes
                

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s written report was reviewed and accepted.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

There was no report from the Public Safety or Finance Committees. 

Personnel Committee Chair, Mrs. McMillen, reported that with regard to the white collar union negotiations,  the “ball is in their
court”.   Per  resolution, #04-168  for  the  new  Court  Administrator,  Theresa  Crisafulli,   will  begin  working  on  September  1st.
Until that time, present   clerical staff will work additional hours,  and a  retired  employee  from  the  AOC  will  work  about  two
days  per  week  to  keep  up  with  administrative  work.   The  position  of  Police  Records  Clerk,  which,  due  to  an  announced
retirement,  has been posted internally and advertised once in the Courier News and Daily Record.  October 1 is the target date
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to  fill  that  position.   September  16  and  30  have  been  selected   for  required  employment  training  for  employees  by  the
Borough’s Labor Counsel.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works  Chair,   Mr.  Honecker,  reported  that the committee is discussing and/or  working on
the following:

?? General maintenance of plants and landscaping at the library.  

?? Brush cutting along roads and recommended the Council set policy on this matter.   Mrs.  McMillen spoke  about  having
cleanup of cisterns added to the maintenance list. 

?? Sprinklers are installed and operating at the Evankow fields.

?? The committee reviewed a landscaping plan for the new Fire Department parking area  submitted by the Friends for a
Greener Bernardsville.   Mr.  Mondok recommended referring said plan to  the  Board  of  Adjustment,  but  no  Borough
Council action appears to be necessary.  Mrs. Walton explained that the plan is quite extensive, and will be  a significant
upgrade to the aesthetics of that property.  

?? Regarding the leased portion of the Ferrante  property  which has  been  the  subject  of  complaints  from  area  residents,
Mr. Mondok is requiring the tenants to obtain C.O.’s and site plan approval.   As to the question of grandfathering, the
burden is on the property owner to prove.  There is the possibility of converting the site to residential use.  

?? Clark Road paving is underway.  A meeting was held with two residents who expressed concerns.   It  was decided to
direct the Public  Works  Manager  to  write  a  letter  to  those  residents  to  state  that  paving  will  be  to  18  feet,  but  the
pavement will not be cut back where it is already greater than 18 feet. 

?? Bernards  Avenue  paving  project,  new  stormwater  regulations,  and  the  possibility  of  dates  for  additional  committee
and/or  council  meetings  on  these  topics  was  discussed.  With  regards  to  Bernards  Avenue,  it  was  agreed  that  the
committee will meet again with residents on August 30, then report again to the Borough Council on September  13.   A
meeting with the Borough Council on this topic will be  considered,  if necessary,  on September  13.   With regard to the
stormwater regulations and a  meeting  to  discuss  same,  it  was  agreed  that  Mrs.  Walton  would  contact  the  municipal
engineer to seek dates for a meeting.  

?? Bids are being sought for work on Sunset, Mountain Top and Sunnybrook.   
                                                  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

        Route 202 drainage

It was agreed to hold this matter to September 13.

        Special meeting (Topics:  Bernards Avenue & stormwater regulations)

Discussed earlier, during the Engineering, Public Works Committee report by Mr. Honecker.

        Legal bills

It was agreed to hold this matter to September13.

        No-knock provision
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Mayor Flynn asked Chief Valentine to speak about this idea to maintain a list of  homeowners who do not want to be bothered
with peddlers or solicitors.  Mr. Pidgeon said it will be necessary to address constitutional issues, mentioned that the present
ordinance includes, as unlawful conduct, “entering upon any premises when the same is posted with a sign stating “No peddlers
Allowed” or “no Solicitation Allowed” or other words to such effect .  The Police committee will review this idea further,
including whether or not non-profit groups should be included.

        Volunteers insurance

Mayor Flynn discussed the ad hoc committee list from the Borough Clerk asking for a report on committees since our
insurance is affected by the number of meetings and people on each committee. Mr. Rossi said the cable tv committee is
on-going.  Deer overpopulation has not met lately, but has five members.  Mr. Salovaara said an ad hoc committee will review
the shade tree ordinance.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Flynn opened the public session.  Mrs. Cathy Treppiccione, West Street resident, offered her thanks for various efforts.
 She said the traffic counter seems to be working well.  She spoke about  flooding in her basement after the last storm, because
of stormwater runoff  from Hill and Garibaldi streets.  Sal Treppiccione,  West  Street  resident,  recommended compiling a list of
complaints from Bernards Avenue residents.

Peter  Roselle,  Bernardsville Chamber of Commerce,  expressed pleasure regarding the  news  of  the  additional  funding  for  the
downtown improvement project, and the positive atmosphere which exists among the business community.          

CLOSED SESSION

Mr.  Salovaara  moved  to  adjourn  to  an  executive  session  to  consider  pending  litigation  and  that  the  time  when  and
circumstances  under  which  the  above  can  be  disclosed  to  the  public  is  when  the  matter  is  finally  resolved.   Mrs.  Walton
seconded and the motion passed with five yes votes.

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs.  McMillen  moved  to  reopen  and  adjourn  the  meeting  at  9:15  p.m.   The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Walton  and
approved with five yes votes. 

                                                                            ____________________________
                                                                Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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