
         BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting

September 10, 2007

A regular meeting of the Governing Body was called to order  by Mayor Lee Honecker   at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  September
10,  2007.   Present  were   Denis  J.  Dooley  II,   Charlotte  J.  Foster,  Michael  Landau,  John  McCrossan,  Joseph  Rossi,  and
Mikael  Salovaara.   Also  present  were  Borough  Attorney  John  R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Ralph  Maresca  and  Sandra  G.  Jones,
Clerk and Assistant Administrator.

        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal
Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 12, 2006.

        OPEN SESSION

Rosalie Baker, Olcott Avenue, representing the United Methodist Church, asked if the Borough has heard from the
motorist who, in a recent accident, damaged the church fence and the borough’s speed monitoring device?  The Borough
Clerk advised that the matter has been referred to the borough’s insurance carrier and she recommended that the church
contact their insurance representatives.  

Philip Pitney, Lloyd Road, advised that the Cross Estate Gardens will celebrate its 30th Anniversary on September 23rd from
1:00 to 5:00 p.m., and he urged attendance.  

Chapter Two volunteers, Paula Marasco, Round Top Road, Edith Cavaluzzo, Garibaldi Street and Alice
Steinbacher, Hardscrabble Road, presented a 2008 Ford van to the Borough of Bernardsville.  Ms. Marasco said Chapter
Two worked with Maplecrest Ford in Mendham who made a substantial donation, DriveMaster for the wheelchair lift, and she
expressed special thanks to Tom Giordano and Doug White from Maplecrest Ford and Joe Segro from DriveMaster.  The
2008 Silver grey, 15 passenger van will be outfitted for a wheelchair lift, and ready for use by the seniors in late December.
Mayor Honecker thanked everyone who participated in this fund-raising, including Charlotte Foster who was involved from the
outset about one year ago.    

Mr. Rossi announced that a benefit pancake breakfast will be held on September 30 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for $5.00 per
ticket at the new school cafeteria.  Tours of the new facility will be given.

        ITEMS OF BUSINESS

        Resolutions

#07-150        AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF DONATION BY THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF
NEW JERSEY OF A SENIOR CITIZEN VAN AND THE FUNDS NECESSARY TO OUTFIT
THAT VAN WITH A WHEELCHAIR ASSEMBLY/LIFT

 #07-152        AMENDING RESOLUTION #07-36 SETTING FEES FOR RECREATION/POOL
PROGRAMS

#07-153        AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN THE 2007 SOMERSET COUNTY YOUTH
ATHLETIC AND RECREATION FACILITY GRANT AGREEMENT

#07-154        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS



#07-155        AWARDING CONTRACT FOR SENIOR CITIZEN VAN LIFT/ASSEMBLY

Mr. Salovaara moved approval of  resolutions #07-150 and #07-152 to #07-155.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was
approved upon a call of the roll:

                Mr. Dooley                Yes                Mr. McCrossan        Yes
                Mrs. Foster                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes

Mr. Rossi discussed the Orchard Street road improvements and asked if the asphalt would be obtained through the county
co-op?  He suggested that a significant savings would be possible if the co-op could be used and moved to table
RESOLUTION #07-151, AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR ORCHARD STREET ROAD AND DRAINAGE
IMPROVEMENTS until the next meeting on September 24.  Mr. Pidgeon confirmed that September 24 is within the time
allowed to award a contract.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.

Kevin Watsey, NJ American Water

Mayor Honecker advised that Mr. Watsey will speak at the September 24 th meeting to update everyone on the water
company and address any issues regarding water service.

Socha Third Quarter Interest

Mayor Honecker asked to move Agenda Item J to this point in the meeting; members consented.  Mr. Socha spoke about his
request to waive interest in the amount of $49.64 incurred for late payment of taxes, which were mailed in plenty of time, but
not received by the Collector until 8/27 rather than the due date of 8/24.  Mr. Pidgeon said he understands Mr. Socha’s
frustration, but the Council has no authority to waive interest because state law says  physical custody by the Tax Collector, not
postmark, determines receipt.  Mr. Socha commented that many residents are living at summer homes when the bill came due,
could not hand deliver and must depend on the mail.  Mrs. Foster said she will contact Mr. Biondi to inquire about a legislative
change. Mr. McCrossan asked if the collector could  appeal the matter?  Mayor Honecker assured Mr. Socha that the
Borough Council will explore the matter further. 

Somerset County Business Partnership

Peter Wright,  Administrator of Shared Services for the Business Partnership, discussed the funding received from the
Somerset County Freeholders, Somerset County local governments, fees, grants and corporations, and cited benefits of
membership, including help and guidance in the search for new shared services opportunities, and assistance with economic
development and  tourism.  While certain members voiced support for membership, no decision was made.  

Immigration Customs Enforcement (I.C.E.) program

Chief Valentine discussed the  I.C.E. program which provides that  local law enforcement agencies may inquire about
immigration status when an individual has committed an indictable offense or been arrested for a drunk driving violation, and he
discussed training requirements and the limitations of departments which participate.   It was generally agreed the program
should be discussed further at a meeting with the I.N.S., attended by the Mayor, Public Safety Chair, Prosecutor, Borough
Attorney and the Administrator.   

High School parking

Chief Valentine discussed an item not on the agenda,  brought to his attention by Mr.  Rossi, relative to insufficient parking at
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the high school arising because the construction is not completed and students are back in session.  He discussed alternatives,
including relaxing the two hour parking on Olcott Avenue.  Mayor Honecker commented that requests like this one should not
have been initiated by one member of the Borough Council, but instead by the concerned party, in this case the Superintendent
of Schools. Council members agreed, and authorized the Chief to relax the two hour parking regulations on Olcott Avenue for
two weeks.  

        Draft Ordinances

Fees for birth/marriage certified copies and dog licenses were discussed.   Council members agreed to raise annual dog license
fees (to $15.00 and $18.00) and the certified copy fee for birth, death and marriages (from $5 to $10.00), and the Borough
Attorney was directed to prepare ordinances for introduction on September 24. 
 
An ordinance entitled, “An Ordinance Concerning Parking at the Polo Grounds and Tennis Courts and
Supplementing and Amending Chapter VIII of the Borough Code Entitled Parking Lots and Off-Street Parking”
was reviewed, and it was agreed that said ordinance will be considered for introduction at the next meeting on September 24.  

PODS regulations and a draft ordinance entitled “An Ordinance Concerning Temporary Storage Units and
Supplementing and Amending Chapter 12 of the Borough Land Development Regulations Entitled Zoning” were
discussed.  Mr. Pidgeon was directed to present another version for review as an item of business on September 24.  

An amendment entitled “An Ordinance Amending the Borough Stormwater Management Ordinance and
Supplementing and Amending Article 12 of the Borough Land Use Ordinance Entitled Zoning”, was reviewed and the
Borough Council referred it to the Planning Board for comment.
        
An amendment setting fees for weddings was discussed, Mayor Honecker explained his interest in same, and it was agreed to
proceed with introduction.  Mr. Salovaara moved that ORDINANCE 
#07-1471, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING MARRIAGE AND CIVIL UNION CEREMONY FEES AND
SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED
“ADMINISTRATION”, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing
be scheduled for a meeting beginning September 24, 2007.   The motion was seconded by Mr. Landau and passed with six
yes votes.
        
An amendment entitled “An Ordinance Concerning the Borough Police Department and Amending Chapter II of the
Borough Code Entitled Administration”, making a technical correction, was reviewed.  Borough Attorney Pidgeon
explained that the change was recommended by Bob Clarke, Labor Attorney.  It was agreed that this ordinance would be
considered for introduction at the next meeting.
        

Temporary structures/instant garages

Sample ordinances provided by the Borough Attorney were discussed and it was agreed that Mr. Pidgeon would discuss
concerns with the Construction Official and that the subject would be carried to the next work session on October 7.

Request from Fire Company to use train station lot

In a letter dated August 14, the Bernardsville Fire Company “requested permission to utilize the train station lot to park cars on
the day of the Far Hills Races, Saturday, October 20.” Mr. Rossi moved to allow this Fire Company fundraiser to be held at
the train station parking lot on Saturday, October 20th.  Mr. Landau seconded and the motion was approved by six yes votes.
                                                                

Request for D.R.O.

3



In a letter dated August 16, the Township of Long Hill requested a complimentary copy of the Development Regulations
Ordinance for use by their Planner.  The Borough Council discussed, but decided that since the regulations are available online,
the fee must be charged to anyone requesting a printed copy.  Mr. Pidgeon was directed to advise Long Hill Township.

Cooperative Joint Purchasing program

A resolution entitled “Resolution Authorizing Master Agreement to Provide Public Works Commodities and Services Through
Cooperative and Joint Purchasing and Services to Various Municipalities and Public Units, January 1, 2008 to December 31,
2012, was reviewed and it was decided to hold it for consideration at the 2008 January Reorganization Meeting by the new
council.

Bernardsville Middle School Tennis fund raiser

Arlene Ward of Holly Ridge Court was present to discuss this request to “erect a tent and use parking and dumpster facilities
for the BMS Tennis Fundraiser. ” Ms. Ward said that permits and insurance regulations will be met.  Mr. Rossi moved
approval, Mrs. Foster seconded and the motion passed with six yes votes.  

Interim Borough Attorney Report

Mr. Pidgeon provided a written interim report dated September 6, 2007.   

Mr. Pidgeon offered a resolution at this point, related to the senior van discussed earlier, and it was given number 07-156, and
entitled “Providing for the Insertion of $15,785.00 as a Special Item of Revenue in the 2007 Budget (Chapter 159,
P.L. 1948).”  Mr. Salovaara moved approval, Mr. Foster seconded and motion passed with six yes votes.  
                

Parking request from Rejuv

In a written request, Donna Marki requested permission to use parking spaces in the train station lot across the street from her
new business, Spa Rejuv at 59-65 Mine Brook Road, for valet parking during their grand opening on October 4 at 6:00 p.m.  
Because those spaces are normally used for decal parking, it was decided to recommend Rejuv use the time limited, public
parking spaces in the lot.  

Passaic River Coalition membership

Membership in this organization for 2007 at a cost of $125 was considered, but declined.
        Library lights

Mr. Landau spoke about a finance committee meeting when the library lighting was discussed and recommended giving the
administrator permission to hire an expert to report first to the finance committee, then to the council, on the lighting, defects if
any, and provide a recommendation on how to remedy the situation.  Mr. Rossi objected to this course of action and instead
recommended using the study the library already has in their possession.  Mr. Landau moved to authorize Mr. Maresca to hire
an expert as discussed, Mr. McCrossan seconded the motion which was  approved with five  yes votes.  Mr. Rossi voted no.

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Salovaara  moved that the meeting be adjourned to an executive session to consider personnel matters and potential
litigation and that the time when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matters
are finally resolved, and finally, that action may be taken this evening on any matter discussed in closed session.  Mr. Landau
seconded the motion  was approved by six yes votes.
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REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Honecker said that in closed session a new hire was discussed and the litigation filed by a former employee, Deborah
Kalra-Bischoff.

Mr. Salovaara moved to authorize the Administrator to advertise an opening in Public Works.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the
motion passed with five yes votes.  Mr. Rossi voted no.  

Mr. Salovaara moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. McCrossan seconded.  The motion was approved with six yes votes.

                                                                __________________________
                                                                BOROUGH CLERK
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