
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

September 26, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, September
26.  Present were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John
McCrossan, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney,
Ralph Maresca, Jr., Administrator & CMFO and Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant
Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December
30, 2010.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

HPAC appointment

Mayor Honecker announced the resignation of Linda Kragie from the Historic Preservation
Advisory Committee (HPAC), and the appointment of Gerry Jo Cranmer to HPAC.  Mrs.
Cranmer’s appointment is subject to receipt of a resume and Skills Bank Form.  

Turf proposal for Upper Polo Grounds field

Recreation Advisory Committee members, Skip Orza, Doug Smoot, and the Recreation Director,
Cheryl Ferrante, were present to discuss a proposal from the Fields Planning Sub Committee to
install artificial turf on the Upper Polo Grounds field, at an approximate cost for 128,800 sq. ft.
of $966,000.  The presentation opened with background information on fields and their usage. 
Benefits cited include increased playing time by about 46%, safety, consistency and durability of
the turf, lower maintenance cost and increased income derived from user fees.  Council requested
additional information from Recreation, including a needs assessment report, and carried the
matter to October 11.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. DeMarco moved approval of minutes of August 8, August  24 and September 12.  Mr.
McCrossan seconded the motion which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Bob Stubbs of 29 Somerset Avenue, voiced
complaints and concerns about the condition of his roadway, dead deer removal problems,
diseased deer, the deteriorated steps from Somerset to Claremont, the need to reinstate large item
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pick up, pedestrians failing to use crosswalks and motorists operating a vehicle while talking on
cell phones.  Mr. Stubbs asked for support for Somerset Avenue roadway and steps repairs,
municipal help with deer waiting to be picked up so they do not pose health problems, and the
attention of the police with traffic issues mentioned above.  Mrs. Foster commented that the
Green Team is working on a comprehensive deer management program.   Hearing no further
comments, the Mayor closed the public session.

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #11-1595, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING

THE SALE OF BLOCK 135, LOT 6 BY AUCTION LIMITED TO CONTIGUOUS
PROPERTY OWNERS.  Mr. Lawrence moved to pass this ordinance on final reading and
adopt as published.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Members 
DeMarco, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  

Moved by Mr. Sooy that #11-1596, AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING U-TURNS ON A

PORTION OF SENEY DRIVE AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER

VII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TRAFFIC", be introduced by title, passed on
first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting
beginning at 7:00 p.m., October 24, 2011.  Motion was seconded by Mrs. Foster and approved
with six yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#11-169 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $397.00 AS A SPECIAL ITEM
OF REVENUE IN THE 2011 BUDGET (Chapter 159, P.L.1948)

#11-170 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2011 TAXES FOR
BLOCK 139, LOT 5.04, MAPLE VILLAGE COURT, BERNARDSVILLE,
NJ 07924, KUHN, EDWARD & ADRIANA F.

#11-171 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #11-
00006, BLOCK 41, LOT 22.01, CONDO, 84A ANDERSON HILL ROAD,
BERNARDSVILLE, NJ 07924, FORGIONE, JOSEPH S.

#11-172 AUTHORIZING DESTRUCTION OF EQUIPMENT NO LONGER
NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE

#11-173 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#11-174 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS
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#11-175 AUTHORIZING USE OF COMPETITIVE CONTRACTING FOR
WEBSITE DESIGN, DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE

Mr. Sooy moved adoption of Resolutions #11-169 through #11-174.  Mr. Lawrence seconded
the motion which was approved upon a call of the roll.  Members DeMarco, Foster, Lawrence,

McCrossan, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.   Resolution #11-175 was discussed.  Mr. McCrossan
suggested additions or corrections; all acceptable to the group.  Mr. Rossi moved approval of the
resolution, as amended.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion which was approved with six yes
votes.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of September 21, 2011 was reviewed and accepted.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Chair, Mr. Rossi, stated that Chief Valentine will provide a thorough hurricane
response report at the October 11 meeting.  He commended local police, fire and rescue for their
excellent response while noting JCP&L’s inability to handle the emergency.  Chief Valentine
stated that Somerset County Emergency Management is pursuing answers from the utility or the
Board of Public Utilities.

Finance Chair, Mr. McCrossan, said the committee will meet in October to discuss hurricane
related expenses and how to cover them.

Personnel Chair, Mr. Sooy, said the committee has two personnel items for discussion in closed
session.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair, Mr. DeMarco, commended the Public Works
department for response during hurricane Irene.  He said Mullens Lane road work is underway
and expected to be completed the first week in November.  Response from the state has been
received relative to the Old Fort Road project.  A sewer plant improvement plan has been
received and is being discussed.  Mr. McCrossan said he would schedule a joint Finance and
Public Works Committees meeting to review same.  The pond dredging project will go to bid
soon; work to be performed during November and December.  Pond soils reports show some
contaminants which may affect cost, Mr. DeMarco said.  A DOT grant has been applied for that
would provide for Round Top Road repairs.  It is anticipated Dryden Road would be done next
year.  Mr. Rossi said when the sewer improvement plan is considered, collection system issues
should be addressed.
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Mayor Honecker announced the appointment of a committee to work with Somerset County
regarding future work on Mt. Airy walls: Mary McKernan, John Cushing, and Cathy Palmer,
residents, Dan Lincoln from HPAC and Messrs. Demarco, Macdowall and Brightly.   

Cable TV and Information Systems Member, Mr. Rossi, said a resolution authorizing contract
for a new website was adopted this evening.

Board of Health liaison, Mr. Lawrence, said the board met this evening.  EHD disease affecting
deer was discussed; the board will pursue the topic with the county.  Farmers Market fees were
reviewed and it was decided no increases are warranted.  

There was no report from the Environmental Commission or Open Space Advisory

Committee.

Sustainable Jersey committee member, Mrs. Foster, said the borough is working on the silver
level Sustainable Jersey requirements and is looking into a comprehensive wildlife management
plan.  

Planning Board Class III Member, Mrs. Foster, said the board is working on sign and renewable
energy (solar and turbine) regulations.

Recreation liaison, Mr. McCrossan, commended Mrs. Ferrante, Miss Beringer and others for
keeping the pool open for extra hours during the hurricane emergency so that residents could use
the facilities for showering and to obtain water.  

Shade Tree liaison, Mr. Sooy, said the committee met September 15.  Friends for a Greener
Bernardsville received an environmental stewardship award from the Environmental
Commission.  Our community forestry plan update is to be submitted at the end of 2012. 
Qualified consultants to assist with that plan are needed.  Mr. Rossi spoke about trees in the
ROW and while he acknowledged that Mr. Matlack does a fine job, the Shade Tree budget
($18,000) may not be adequate to address tree issues.  Mr. McCrossan agreed that a wonderful
job is done with the limited budget, but wondered if an inventory of trees at risk could be
provided?  Mr. Lawrence, after consulting with Mr. Pidgeon, stated that trees in the ROW are not
the legal responsibility of the borough, that they are usually the property owners responsibility.  
Trees interfering with power lines are trimmed only by the power company.   It was agreed that
Mr. Sooy will relay the suggestion to Shade Tree requesting an inventory of troublesome trees.

HPAC member, Mrs. Foster, reported that planning for stabilization of the Dunster House is
underway.  Meetings on the subject have been held with contractors, preservation specialists and
the Public Works Manager.  All work is subject to prevailing wage rules.   

Insurance representative, Mr. Lawrence, said the JIF has no new cases for Bernardsville.
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Housing liaison, Mr. Sooy, said the committee has not met.  Mr. Rossi commented that the
Census reported 400 rental units in Bernardsville, but our group has only found about 300. 
Mayor Honecker said that if Mr. Rossi knows about units which have not been reported to the
borough, he should report them to the Housing group.  

Library Board of Trustees liaison, Mr. McCrossan, said that some residents attended the last
trustees meeting to question the joint decision of the trustees and council to pass on the solar
energy project.   

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Tysley Street

In a written report dated September 20, Mr. Mondok discussed road conditions on Tysley, current
developer progress, or lack thereof, and asked if Public Works should be directed to do repairs?  
Mr. Pidgeon was authorized to send a letter to RJR Developers to advise that if repairs to the
street are not done by October 15, the borough will complete the work and charge the cash
performance guarantee on deposit.    

Unity Day/use of property/fees

It was agreed by consensus to allow the Chamber of Commerce to use borough property at the
pond for Unity Day on October 1, with a rain date of October 2.  Mr. DeMarco moved to allow
collection of the lowest sponsor fee, usually applied 60 days before an event, of $50.00.   Mr.
Sooy seconded the motion which was approved with four yes votes.  Mrs. Foster voted no.  Mr.
Rossi abstained.

Correspondence

The Mayor acknowledged receipt of a copy of a letter from Frank Clancey, Peachcroft Drive, to
Donald Lynch, President of JCP&L to protest his electric bill relative to power outages and
problems during hurricane Irene.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments or questions, the
public session was closed.

CLOSED SESSION

Mrs. Foster moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Personnel Matters, and that the
time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when it
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(they) are finally resolved.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes
votes.

                                                                        REOPEN 

Mr. Sooy moved to reopen the meeting to the public.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion which
was approved with six yes votes.  

Increased working hours for a current employee

Mr. Lawrence moved to authorize increased working hours for Tina Markewicz to work up to 30
hours per week to provide for additional responsibilities in the Finance Department.  Mr. Sooy

seconded the motion which was approved with six yes votes.  Mrs. Markewicz, who currently
works part-time in the Construction Department and the Tax Collector’s Office, will assume
part-time finance duties currently performed by an employee who is retiring at the end of
November.

Zoning Enforcement

Mr. Lawrence moved to authorize the Administrator to sign an agreement with Northeast
Professional Services to be effective for three months (until December 31, 2011) for Zoning
Enforcement duties to be performed up to ten (10) hours per week at $35.00 per hour.   Mrs.
Foster seconded the motion which was approved with six yes votes.

ADJOURNMENT 

Moved, seconded, and unanimously approved at 9:50 p.m.  

_________________
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