
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

September 28, 2004

A meeting of the governing body was called to order by Mayor Marie Flynn at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 28, 2004 in
the Borough Hall.  Present were Council Members Michael Landau, Vivian McMillen, Joseph Rossi, Mikael Salovaara and
Helen Walton.  Lee C. Honecker was absent.  Also present was Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Flynn announced that notice of this special meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the
Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on August 19, and revised on
September 2 (to change the starting time to 6:00 p.m.).  Written notice was hand delivered to the governing body on August
20, September 3, and September 24, 2004.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

N.O.V. for Polo Grounds

Mayor Flynn discussed a Notice of Violation for the Polo Grounds received today from the D.E.P., containing a requirement
to respond within ten days, and asked the group how they wish to proceed.  Mr. Salovaara moved to close the meeting to the
public in order to discuss the matter.  His motion was duly seconded and approved with five yes votes.

It was moved, seconded, and approved with five yes votes  to reopen the meeting to the public.  

JIF Training for Municipal Elected Officials

Mayor Flynn introduced Dave Grubb, Executive Director of the Suburban Municipal J.I.F., who opened with information on
the background of our J.I.F. and that of others in New Jersey, and he spoke of his related professional experience.  

Mr. Grubb said the J.I.F.’s focus now is on workers compensation and he provided statistical information regarding rising
costs, and accident rates among high risk groups, especially police, firefighters and public works employees.  He
recommended risk finance, risk control and claims management as strategies to control rising workers compensation cost, and
he discussed same.

Mr. Grubb said the Suburban Municipal JIF has been very successful, and has saved about half a million in the cost of financing
claims.  Savings that would not be possible through commercial insurance because of surcharges and taxes. Mayor Flynn
commented that another bonus is the dollars returned to the municipality in the form of dividends. 
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Risk control experts believe that 95% of accidents are caused by things that are preventable.  Mr. Grubb stressed the
importance of changing behavior through good management in order to reduce accidents.  He spoke of lost-time accident rates
throughout the J.I.F. which have been reduced from 5.7 to 2.8, and he distributed a report on 2004 Lost Time Accident
Frequency for the nine towns in our J.I.F.  Bernardsville’s total rate for 2002-04 is 0.87...an excellent one.  Mr. Grubb
recommended that the Borough Council add review of internal safety committee reports  to Borough Council agendas, that the
safety committee be directed to meet monthly, and that the Borough Police Department seek accreditation (from the State
Police).  He said a five percent discount would be available to Bernardsville if police accreditation is obtained.  



With regard to claims management, Mr. Grubb said the final cost is determined by time out of work, so it is important for
management to work consistently with the managed care group and the doctor, in an attempt to get employees back to work
as soon as possible, on light duty if necessary.

Mr. Grubb distributed two publications, A Guide for Municipal Elected Officials and Employment Practices Liability Model
Policies & Procedures.

Mayor Flynn thanked Mr. Grubb for coming, then the group moved into the adjoining room.

NJPDES Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program

Donald Knudsen announced that the Planning Board provided public notice of this meeting in the usual manner, and Michael
Mondok called the roll.  Planning Board members present included Donald Knudsen, Robert Graham, Dorothy Paluck,
Mikael Salovaara, Terry Thompson and Marie Flynn.

Others present included Bill Foster, Sherry Frawley, Rosalie Ballantine, Johanna Wissinger, Mike Gottscho, Paul Becker,
David Berry, Jay Parsons, and Ralph Maresca and John Macdowall.  
Mayor Flynn introduced Paul Ferriero, Borough Engineer.  Mr. Ferriero introduced Jennifer Swicker from his office who will
work on the new stormwater regulations.  

Mr. Ferriero gave some background on the rules, and specifics of the permit issued to Bernardsville (a Tier A community),
which was effective March 3, 2004.  He distributed copies of a Summary of Statewide Basic Requirements (copy attached
hereto), and discussed each as it related to Bernardsville.    Sample ordinances were also distributed.  

Mr. Ferriero said it will be necessary to name a Stormwater Prevention Team whose contact phone numbers must be available
24 hours a day.  He recommended that the team consist of John Macdowall, Sandra Jones, Michael Mondok, Ralph Maresca,
and the Municipal Attorney for ordinance coordination.  
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Mr. Salovaara asked Mr. Ferriero if he reviewed the Board of Education tennis court plan with regard to these new
regulations, and when Mr. Ferriero answered “no” the group agreed that he should do so.  Mr. Salovaara agreed to contact
Ray Krov and ask him to contact Mr. Ferriero to ensure that the Board of Education plans consider the new stormwater
design standards.  It was agreed that Mr. Ferriero would report back to the Borough Council via Mr. Mondok.  

Mayor Flynn thanked Mr. Ferriero and the public works committee which has been working on review of these new
regulations for many months.  

Mr. Salovaara moved to adjourn.  Mrs. Walton seconded and all present voted in favor.

                                                                _______________________
                                                                Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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