
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

October 3, 2005

A meeting of the governing body was called to order  by Mayor Parsons  at  7:00  p.m.  on  Monday,  October  3,  2005,  in  the
Borough Hall.  Present  were Lee C.  Honecker,   Michael Landau,  Joseph Rossi,  Mikael Salovaara and Helen  Walton.   Also
present were John R. Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Borough  Attorney; Sandra  Jones,  Borough Clerk/Assistant  Administrator;  and Ralph
A. Maresca, Jr., Borough Administrator and C.M.F.O.   Council Member Vivian McMillen was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Parsons announced that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 16, 2004.                  

OPEN SESSION AND PRESENTATIONS

Several  residents  expressed  concerns  about  overcrowding  or  “stacking”,  and  urged  the  Borough  Council  to  address  the
problem  by  stepping  up  zoning  enforcement.   Comments  relative  to  stacking  were  heard  from  Maureen  Sciaretta,  Center
Street, Scott Green, Mine Avenue, Joe Rega, Sunset Drive and Neil Schetelick, Mine Avenue.    

Regarding Bernards Avenue improvements, Steve Tobin, Bernards Avenue resident, stated that most concerned are  happy that
the road will not be  widened,  but why will the project  not include curbs and sidewalks,  he asked.  Frasier  Bowie and Richard
Gast,  Bernards  Avenue  residents,  spoke  about  speeding  problems  on  Bernards  Avenue,  recommended  that  the  Police
Department  monitor  speed  on  the  uphill  portion  of  the  road,  and  asked  that  weight  limits  be  strictly  enforced.   Mr.  Gast
suggested  that  overweight  vehicles  are  responsible  for  the  “degradation  of  the  roadway,  ”and  he  asked  if  it  is  possible  to
provide alternative commercial vehicle egress from Bernards Avenue through the old quarry side?  Mr.  Rossi responded “no”.
Mrs.  Walton commented that  the  Council  has  considered  concerns  of  all  residents,  as  discussed  at  several  public  meetings,
when planning for the Bernards Avenue improvements.      Mayor Parsons  asked  that additional comments regarding Bernards
Avenue be held for later in the meeting, when a Public Works Committee Meeting of the Whole will be held.

Mayor Parsons closed the public portion of the meeting. 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

        Ordinance Hearings

Mayor  Parsons  opened  the  public  hearing  on  #05-1409,  AN  ORDINANCE  AMENDING  ORDINANCE  #05-1397,
WHICH  FIXED  BASE  SALARY  RANGES  FOR  NON-CONTRACTUAL  OFFICERS  AND  EMPLOYEES  OF
THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE AFTER JANUARY 1, 2005.  Mr. Salovaara stepped  down from the podium
at this point.   There  were  no  comments  or  questions  from  the  public.   Mr.  Rossi  announced  that  he  would  vote  no  on  this
ordinance because  the salary increases for this year do not address  the needs of the employees.   With  Mr.  Honecker  absent
(arrived at  7:50 p.m.),  and Mr.  Salovaara temporarily absent  from the podium, it was moved by Mr.  Landau  to  table  a  vote
until later in the meeting.  Mrs. Walton seconded the motion which was approved with three yes votes.  

Mayor  Parsons  opened  the  public  hearing  on  #05-1410,  AN  ORDINANCE  ESTABLISHING  PARKING
REGULATIONS IN THE LIBRARY PARKING LOT AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING  CHAPTER
VIII  OF  THE  BOROUGH  CODE  ENTITLED  “PARKING  LOTS  AND  OFF-STREET  TRAFFIC
REGULATIONS”.  Cristopher  DeGrezia of Drinker,  Biddle & Reath,  representing  Old  Bernardsville  Library,  LLC,  stated
his clients parking concerns and asked  that the hearing be tabled.   Mr.  Honecker  arrived  at  7:50  p.m.   Mr.  Rossi  moved  to
table the ordinance until October  24.   Mr.  Pidgeon spoke  about  the  intent  of  the  Planning  Board  with  regard  to  the  parking
spaces  in the new library lot which are  designated  for  use  by  the  owners  of  the  old  library  building,  and  agreed  to  set  up  a



meeting to clarify the matter.  Mayor Parsons closed the public hearing.  Mrs. Walton seconded Mr. Rossi’s motion to table the
ordinance until October 24, and the motion was approved with four yes votes.    

Mayor Parsons  opened the public hearing on  #05-1411,  AN  ORDINANCE  CONCERNING  HOLIDAYS  DISPLAYS
AND CREATING A NEW CHAPTER IX IN THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “DISPLAYS AND EXHIBITS
ON BOROUGH PROPERTY”, and he asked  for a motion to table the hearing until October  24 due to a schedule conflict
with  Rosh  Hashanah.   Mr.  Honecker  moved  to  table  the  ordinance.   Mr.  Salovaara  returned.   Mayor  Parsons  allowed
comments from Julie Barry, Liberty Road, who expressed disappointment that displays would not be in the center of town if the
ordinance passes. Bruce Rosen, Maple Village Court, spoke about applicable case law on this sensitive subject  and applauded
the effort of the Borough Council relative to this ordinance.   John McCrossan,  Laurelwood Drive, asked  that  the  deadline  to
apply for a display be amended for this year.  Mr. Landau moved to extend the date to apply for holidays displays during 2005
(Section  9-3b)  to  November  11.   Mrs.  Walton  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  approved  by  five  yes  votes.  Additional
comments were made by Nancy Carle,  Steve  Tobin  and  Bruce  Rosen.   Mrs.  Walton  seconded  Mr.  Honecker’s  motion  to
table the ordinance until October 24, with no additional notice, and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

Mr.  Landau  moved  to  reopen  discussion  on  ordinance  #05-1409,  AN  ORDINANCE  AMENDING  ORDINANCE
#05-1397,  WHICH  FIXED  BASE  SALARY  RANGES  FOR  NON-CONTRACTUAL  OFFICERS  AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE AFTER JANUARY 1,  2005.   Mr. Salovaara seconded
the motion which was approved with five yes votes.   Mr.  Landau moved adoption of the ordinance.   Mrs.  Walton  seconded
and a call of the roll followed:

                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Rossi                No
                Mr. Landau                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Absent        Mrs. Walton                Yes   

CONSENT RESOLUTIONS

#05-199        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#05-200        AUTHORIZING RECYCLING OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT

#05-201         AMENDING  RESOLUTION  #05-8  ENTITLED  DESIGNATION  OF  DEPOSITORIES  AND
SIGNATORIES

#05-202        APPROVING A PERSON-TO-PERSON TRANSFER OF A.B.C. LICENSE #1803-33-012-003

Mr. Salovaara moved that resolutions #05-199  through #05-202  be approved.   Mrs.  Walton  seconded  and  the  motion  was
approved as follows:  

                Mr. Honecker                Yes                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Absent                  Mrs. Walton                Yes

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

        Parking decal fees and regulations

It was agreed that fees charged for decals should be reviewed, and that the resolution would be addressed at a future meeting,
following that review.  In the meantime, Mr. Salovaara moved to authorize the Borough Clerk to order decals.  Mrs. Walton
seconded the motion which was approved with five yes votes.
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JIF renewal

Mr. Landau reported on his review of JIF insurance costs vs. commercial insurance, and he circulated and explained a spread
sheet showing the comparison and the savings which are “substantially below market,” if the Borough stays with the Suburban
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund.  Mr. Landau stated that 86% of all municipalities in the County of Somerset are in joint
insurance funds, and he moved that the Borough renew membership in the Suburban Municipal Joint Insurance Fund. That
motion was seconded by Mrs. Walton and approved with five yes votes.    

Friends for a Greener Bernardsville

Lorette Cheswick was present to discuss a landscape plan to remove and replace the bamboo section of the train station park,
a project funded  by the Friends, and requested approval to hang a banner for the duration of the project (one week).   Mrs.
Walton expressed appreciation to the group for this latest effort, and moved approval to proceed upon receipt of the
appropriate certificates of insurance.  Mr. Salovaara seconded, and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

Interlocal Agreement with Mendham for Construction Official,
Plumbing Subcode, Building Subcode and Electrical Subcode Official

It was agreed to renew the agreement, and the Borough Clerk was directed to prepare a resolution for consideration on
October 24.

        League of Municipalities Conference (November 15, 16, 17, 18)

Mayor Parsons asked if any member of the Borough Council would attend?  The answer was no. 
The Borough Clerk advised that three employees will attend (The Administrator, The Court Administrator, and the Zoning
Enforcement Officer).

Use of RR Station lot by Fire Company

Via letter dated September 29, the Fire Company asked permission to park cars as a fund raiser at the RR Station Lot on Far
Hills Race Day.  Mr. Rossi moved to approve resolution, #05-203, AUTHORIZING THE BERNARDSVILLE FIRE
DEPARTMENT TO CHARGE A PARKING FEE OF $10.00 AT THE BERNARDSVILLE RAILROAD
STATION PARKING LOT ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2005 FOR THE FAR HILLS RACE MEETING.
Mr. Salovaara asked that the approval be subject to receipt of the appropriate certificate of insurance and Hold Harmless
Agreement.  With that addition, Mrs. Walton seconded and the resolution was adopted with five yes votes.  

Public Works Committee of the Whole meeting
                                
Three scenarios considered for the Bernards Avenue project were discussed.  Mr. Honecker moved to proceed with what he
called Option #2, drainage improvement and paving, but no curbing or sidewalks.  Mr. Salovaara seconded the motion.  Mr.
Rossi moved an amendment to include curbing and sidewalks.  Mayor Parsons asked for a second to the motion.  There was
none.  Following more discussion, Mr. Salovaara moved to call the question.  Mayor Parsons allowed additional comment
from members of the public at this point.  Steve Tobin, Bernards Avenue resident, stated he favors sidewalks for safety
reasons.  Greg DiGioacchino, agreed that safety should be the biggest concern.  Mr. Schetelick, Mine Avenue, stated that the
narrower pavement which would result from option #1 (curbs, sidewalks, paving, drainage) would add to unsafe conditions.
Frasier Bowie, Bernards Avenue resident, said the south side of town is “not looking great” and should be unified in
appearance.  Mr. Salovaara repeated his motion to call the question to proceed with option #2 for Bernards Avenue
improvements (drainage and paving).  Mr. Landau seconded the motion, which was followed with four yes votes (Honecker,
Landau, Salovaara, Walton) and one no vote (Rossi).
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Mr. Honecker asked if it is the pleasure of the Council to include the Mayor as a member of the Public Works Committee of
the Whole?  Mr. Honecker then voted to include the Mayor.  Mr. Landau seconded the motion, which was approved with five
yes votes.

        CLOSED SESSION 

Mr. Landau moved that the meeting be adjourned to executive session to consider property acquisition and contract matters,
and that the time when and circumstances under which the above can be disclosed to the public is when the matters are finally
resolved.   Mr. Salovaara seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

REOPEN

It was moved, seconded and approved with five yes votes to reopen the meeting to the public.

Mr. Landau moved to terminate the contract between the Borough of Bernardsville and the auditing firm of Nisivoccia &
Company, Kathryn L. Mantell, Auditor.  Mr. Salovaara seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.  

Mr. Landau moved to engage John Cassells, Auditor, from the firm of Dickinson, Vrabel & Cassells, for the remainder of
2005.  Mr. Honecker seconded the motion, which was approved with four yes votes.  Mr. Salovaara voted no.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Salovaara moved to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.  Mrs. Walton seconded and the motion passed with five yes votes.

                                                                ______________________________
                                                                Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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