
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

October 11, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council
Members Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan, Joseph Rossi.  Joseph DeMarco
arrived at 7:15 p.m. and Kevin Sooy was absent from the meeting.  Also present were John
Pidgeon, Borough Attorney and Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the bulletin board on December 30, 2010.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Saul Cooperman, Round Top Road resident,
complained about the condition of roadways in Bernardsville and asked about the planning
process.  Mr. McCrossan responded, commented that Round Top is scheduled for repair next
year, hopefully with the aid of grant funds.  He explained that the borough has a survey of roads
to guide decisions on prioritizing road repairs each year, within the budget.   Mr. Cooperman
urged the Borough Council to spend more on road repairs, even if it means a tax increase.  

Marilyn Dee, representing Friends for a Greener Bernardsville, requested permission to plant
short fountain grasses in two bump outs in the train station parking lot near shopper parking, in
order to present a tidier look and make the areas easier to maintain.  (Mr. DeMarco arrived at this
point in the meeting.)  She said Friends has also asked NJT for approval.  Mrs. Dee was advised
that Belgium block repairs or amendments are necessary in the areas, and that planting would
have to be coordinated with Public Works.  Mr. Rossi moved to approve the Friends request to
plant ornamental grass, to be coordinated with the Public Works Manager, as discussed on this
date.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

Edith Cavaluzzo, Garibaldi Street resident, stated she observed children riding fire trucks on
Unity Day, and she asked if safety is considered?  It was agreed to pass along the comments to
the Fire Company.  Mayor Honecker closed the public portion of the meeting. 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Resolutions

#11-176 AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF APPROPRIATION BALANCES

FROM GRANTS

#11-177 ESTABLISHING DECAL FEES AND OTHER REGULATIONS FOR

MUNICIPAL PARKING LOTS DURING 2012
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#11-178 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#11-179 AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE

RBA GROUP FOR BOUNDARY AND TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF
SENEY DRIVE POLO GROUNDS COMPLEX BLOCK 35, LOTS 2 AND 6

#11-180 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $2,500.00 AS A SPECIAL ITEM

OF REVENUE IN THE 2011 BUDGET (Chapter 159, PL 1948) 

Resolutions #11-177 and 11-179 were removed from the list, for discussion.  Mr. Lawrence
moved approval of Resolutions #11-176, 178 and 180.  Mr. DeMarco seconded the motion.  A
roll call vote followed.  Council Members DeMarco, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan and Rossi
voted yes.  Mr. Sooy was absent.  

Resolution #11-177 was discussed, then tabled by consent to October 24.  The Borough Clerk
was directed to survey parking fees charged by other communities along the Gladstone line, and
report back at the next meeting.  

Resolution #11-179 was tabled for discussion later in the meeting.

Recreation Turf Field proposal

Recreation Committee Members Skip Orza and Doug Smoot discussed Upper Polo field demand
during the Spring season, March 1 to June 5.  Spring is the busiest season, they said, therefor the
best case estimate of demand vs. availability.  A chart was distributed illustrating weekly demand
hours at 8.9 to 1 and total season demand hours at 19.8 to 1.   Potential for increase in revenue
was briefly discussed. 

Public comment was allowed at this point.  Edith Cavaluzzo, Garibaldi Street, in answer to her
question about use of Claremont Field, was told the Mavericks Soccer Club uses it for practice.  
Mr. DeMarco confirmed that a walkway easement exists from Claremont Field to Claremont
Road.  Mrs. Cavaluzzo asked if the Borough Council has looked into safety and joint injuries on
turf fields?  Mayor Honecker said the focus now is to find an answer to whether or not there is a
need for more playing fields.  Mrs. Cavaluzzo agreed there is a need.  Mayor Honecker
commented that the Recreation Committee, with this proposal, hopes to increase the use of the
Upper Polo field (by about 46%) to help address that need.

Sherry Frawley, Carriage House Road, complained that the October 6 newspaper article on this
subject contained some incorrect statements.  

Mr. McCrossan moved to acknowledge that the Recreation Committee has provided sufficient
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information to establish need, and that Borough Council move forward with planning for turf
improvements on the Upper Polo field.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved
with five yes votes.  Mayor Honecker commented that if Open Space Funds are used for the
project, the procedure for spending, as set forth in Resolution #2010-100, will be followed.

Resolution #11-179, AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH

THE RBA GROUP FOR BOUNDARY AND TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF SENEY
DRIVE POLO GROUNDS COMPLEX BLOCK 35, LOTS 2 AND 6, was discussed.  Mr.
DeMarco explained that the RBA Group was the low bidder at $14,580, and that balances from
existing ordinances would be applied to fund the survey.  Mr. McCrossan moved approval of the
resolution.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion.  Mr. Rossi asked if specifications are complete
and he was assured that the specifications used were drafted by him with no changes.  A roll call
vote followed.  Council Members DeMarco, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan and Rossi voted yes. 
Mr. Sooy was absent.  

Hurricane Response Report  

Chief Valentine reported on Hurricane Irene, a massive storm 510 miles in diameter, which he
said was mainly a rain event for Bernardsville.  The rain and wind resulted in downed trees
which obstructed roadways, downed wires, caused electrical fires, flooded streams, streets and
basements.  Power outages were extensive, involving 1243 customers, some for as long as 7
days.  During the first 48 hours, the Police Department logged 265 calls and the Fire Company
logged 52 calls.  Overall, he said, Bernardsville fared well with no loss of life and limited private
property damage (estimated at $149,500) considering the potential.  Mayor Honecker issued a
Proclamation declaring a State of Emergency and allowing actions, and access to resources not
otherwise available.  The Chief provided an overview of JCP&L problems (750,000 customers
affected, 7 substations under water, 6,000 tree orders) and discussed their unacceptable response.
Borough Council Members agreed that JCP&L was ill equipped to handle the storm.   

Chief Valentine discussed local response costs, and recommended, based on lessons learned, that
JCP&L increase coordination and allocation of  resources to local OEM, in order to facilitate a
more timely response to potential life safety issues and enable local resources to respond more
efficiently and effectively.

Mayor Honecker agreed to draft a letter to the Board of Public Utilities to discuss local
experience and make recommendations.  Said letter will include observations discussed this
evening, include a request for increased tree pruning and a requirement that JCP&L post a
representative in county command during periods of emergency like this one.

The Chief recommended (1)  improved pre event emergency warning and notification in the
borough, (2)  implementation of Global Connect Reverse 911 program as soon as possible, (3)
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exploration of use of public access TV channels, (4) publicizing PD/OEM Special Needs
Registration programs, (5) adoption of an ordinance to prohibit the removal of emergency
warning signs, cones or barricades, (6) creation of a special budget fund for emergency
expenditures, (7) purchase of a 4 wheel drive vehicle for OEM use, (8) purchase of a pick up
truck for PD/OEM use,  (9) purchase of generators for use at the Polo Grounds, PD radio tower
site, pool complex and the library, and (10) purchase of a message board sign for public service
announcements.  

Mayor and Council thanked the Police Department, Fire Department and the Road Department
for excellent work in responding to Hurricane Irene.   

Senior Van schedule

Mayor Honecker asked, would a fixed schedule for the van encourage more users?  During the
first 38 weeks in 2011, ten seniors used the van, and only seven of the ten are frequent riders. 
The van currently operates on Wednesday and Thursday, up to 22 hours per week, with no fixed
schedule or destination.  It was agreed the group would reflect on the program, whether or not a
change is warranted, Mrs. Foster will explore coordination with the county and the matter will be
discussed again at a future meeting.  

Proclamation: Put The Brakes on Fatalities Day

Mayor Honecker read the following proclamation:
                           

WHEREAS, Across the nation, traffic crashes caused 32,788 fatalities in 2010, and are the
leading cause of death for young people ages 15 to 34; and, 
                           

WHEREAS, In New Jersey, 556 individuals lost their lives in traffic crashes in 2010; and, 
                           

WHEREAS, Alcohol-related crashes accounted for 20 percent of the State’s traffic fatalities,
while speed related crashes for 2010 climbed to 35,039 from 23,011 recorded in 2009.

WHEREAS, Motorcyclists, bicycle riders and pedestrians face increased risks on New Jersey’s
roadways, as people opt for alternative modes of transportation; and, 

WHEREAS, 72 motorcyclists, 13 bicyclists and 141 pedestrians were killed in New Jersey in
traffic-related crashes in 2010; and, 
                           

WHEREAS, Safer driving behaviors such as buckling up, every ride; obeying posted speed
limits; stopping for pedestrians in crosswalks and using crosswalks when walking; avoiding
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aggressive driving behaviors; never driving impaired; wearing proper safety gear when riding a
motorcycle or bicycle;  and, focusing solely on  driving by avoiding distractions, can dramatically
reduce the number of traffic-related injuries and deaths; 
                           
Now, therefore, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, Somerset County
NJ, do hereby proclaim October 10, 2011, Put The Brakes On Fatalities Day®, and call upon
everyone to put these lifesaving behaviors into practice to improve safety on the roadways in our
community and throughout the State.  

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker acknowledged receipt of a copy of a letter from Frank Clancey, Peachcroft
Drive resident, to the JCP&L President, complaining about his electric bill v. electrical outages
and related problems during the period.

The Mayor read a letter from Mr. Czerniecki, Cubmaster of Pack 150, requesting use of the Polo
Grounds on November 6 for their annual space derby, as described in his letter of October 7.  Mr.
Lawrence moved approval of the request.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved
with five yes votes.

Mayor Honecker read a letter of congratulations from Freeholder Deputy Director Pat Walsh in
recognition of Bernardsville’s eighth place listing among the top 30 of  New Jersey Monthly’s
list of Top 100 Towns in the state.   

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member McCrossan moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider 
personnel matters, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be
disclosed to the public is when it (they) are finally resolved.  Motion was seconded by Mrs.
Foster and approved with five yes votes.  Mayor Honecker said no action is anticipated following
the executive session.  There was a short recess before the executive session. 

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Mr. McCrossan, seconded by Mrs. Foster, to reopen the meeting to the public, then
adjourn at 9:50 p.m.  Motion was approved with five yes votes.

              ______________________     
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