
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

October 13, 2009

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee Honecker at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 13,

2009.  Present were Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte J. Foster, John McCrossan,  Joseph Rossi and Kevin

Sooy.  Also present were Borough Attorney John R. Pidgeon, Esquire, Sandra G. Jones, Borough

Clerk, and Ralph Maresca, Administrator.  Edward McDowell was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and Star Ledger, filed with the

Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin board on September 30, 2009.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. Foster moved, Mr. Rossi seconded, to close the meeting to the public to discuss the downtown

improvement project and the Borough’s options under the contract.   Following the executive

session, it was moved and seconded to reopen the meeting to the public.  Motion carried.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and Star Ledger, filed with the

Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 6, 2009.

OPEN SESSION

Crestview Drive residents Jennifer Walsh, Cathy Polsen and Ali Ghahary were present regarding

the request by petition from Crestview residents for a natural gas line thru an existing waterline and

walkway easement from McCrossan property on Laurelwood to Crestview.  Messrs. Rossi and

McCrossan left the room.   Mayor Honecker advised that the matter is under review by the Borough

Attorney, and will be discussed at the meeting on November 9, when attorney review is complete.

Messrs. McCrossan and Rossi returned to the table.

Chris McMorrow, representing Pop Warner Football, spoke about the proposed donation of a

scoreboard for use at the Polo Grounds. The Borough Clerk read a letter from the Recreation

Committee chair, stating that if accepted, the scoreboard must not interfere with fence locations, that

all organizations must be permitted to use, and that Pop Warner shall be responsible for all costs.

Mr. McMorrow said the existing scoreboard cannot be seen in the afternoon due to sun glare and

they suggest that be considered when deciding on location.  Mayor Honecker asked that Pop Warner

and the Recreation Committee work out details, then return the matter to council for final approval.

Mayor Honecker closed the public session.
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinances

Mrs. Foster moved to carry ORDINANCE #09-1517, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND

SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 12 OF THE BOROUGH LAND DEVELOPMENT
ORDINANCE  ENTITLED "ZONING" BY ADDING PROVISIONS REGULATING
DUMPSTERS to the November 9 meeting.  Mr. Rossi seconded and the motion was approved by

five yes votes.

Mayor Honecker opened the continued public hearing on #09-1521, AN ORDINANCE

CONCERNING FERTILIZER AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER III
OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "POLICE REGULATIONS", as amended on

September 28.  Without public comment or question the public hearing was closed.  Mr. DeMarco

moved that the ordinance be passed on final reading and adopted as published.  Mr. Sooy seconded

and the motion was approved by roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Absent

Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes

Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

Mr. McCrossan moved that ORDINANCE #09-1524, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR

THE IMPROVEMENT OF OAK RIDGE ROAD IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND
APPROPRIATING $95,000 THEREFOR, CONSTITUTING PROCEEDS OF BONDS OF
THE BOROUGH HERETOFORE ISSUED, be introduced by title, passed on first reading,

published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00

p.m., October 26, 2009.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

Resolutions

#09-163 AMENDING RESOLUTION #97-24 AND #03-205 WHICH ADOPTED A
PROGRAM AUTHORIZING SERVICE AWARDS FOR EMPLOYEES OF
THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 

#09-164 AUTHORIZING REFUNDS OF ESCROW FEES

#09-165 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. McCrossan moved that Resolutions #09-163, #09-164 and #09-165, listed herein by title, be

approved.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved by roll call vote:
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Mr. DeMarco Yes Mr. McDowell Absent

Mrs. Foster Yes Mr. Rossi Yes

Mr. McCrossan Yes Mr. Sooy Yes

ATV Noise

A proposed ordinance was reviewed, and it was agreed to prepare for introduction on October 26.

Board of Adjustment Vacancies

Mayor Honecker said he will ask for candidate recommendations from the board chair, and the

openings will be addressed at the October 26 meeting. 

Fees for Services

Mrs. Foster suggested raising notary fees but exempting resident Senior Citizens from said fees.

There was general agreement, and the Borough Attorney was directed to prepare an ordinance

amendment for consideration at a future meeting.  A new fee for administrative or conceptual review

by the Zoning Officer/Administrative Officer to the Planning Board was also suggested, but no

decision was reached.  It was agreed to review parking lot fees at the November 9 meeting.  

Resolution regarding Homes of Hope versus Eastampton

A sample resolution from the League of Municipalities entitled "Resolution Calling Upon the State

Legislature to Address the Inequity in the Court Decision of Homes of Hope v. Township of

Eastampton" was reviewed.  It was agreed to prepare a similar resolution for consideration at the

next meeting.

Ribbon Displays on Trees

Mrs. Foster reported concerns of a resident regarding the length of time  ribbons are on the trees, the

lack of a policy to control the constant "ribbon-decorating" of the borough, and the non-

biodegradable nature of the ribbons.  Most recently, teal ribbons were requested by Susan G. Komen

for the Cure, for breast cancer awareness month (October) and by Kaleidoscope of Hope Foundation,

for ovarian cancer awareness month (September).  It was decided to consider what is an acceptable

period of time for ribbon displays, then fashion future approvals accordingly.  The Borough Clerk

agreed to follow up with ribbon campaign chairs, to remind them to remove ribbons.      

Policy for Police/Public Works Overtime for Special Events

The possibility was discussed, of fixing a policy to address costs the borough will absorb for public

events.   Mr. McCrossan stated he is opposed to using public funds unless the event is borough
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sponsored.  Mr. Sooy agreed.  Mr. DeMarco suggested deciding on a case-by-case basis.  Chief

Valentine was present.  He said the department attempts to recoup overtime costs, but police

coverage must be scheduled to meet public safety concerns, whether or not contributions are

received. It was agreed to decide these matters on a case-by-case basis.

Housing Inspection Due Dates and Fees

Members unanimously agreed to amend the ordinance a.s.a.p. to require reinspections on anniversary

dates.  A Citizen Complaint form suggested by the housing committee was discussed.  It was agreed

to put the form on the website when it is complete, for easy access.

Cub Scout Use of Polo Grounds

Mr. Sooy moved approval of a request from David Czerniecki, Pack 150 Cubmaster, to hold their

annual rocket launch on November 1 at the Polo Grounds, subject to receipt of a certificate of

insurance.  Mr. DeMarco seconded and the motion was approved by five yes votes.

Highlands Plan

Terry Thompson, Planning Board and Highlands committee member, asked that hearings be

scheduled during November on whether or not to opt into the Highlands.   It was decided to schedule

a special meeting for November 10.

Leaf pick-up

Mr. Rossi recommended regulations be developed for leaf pick-up, to address a schedule and various

other concerns with problems caused by leaves at curbs and on roadways.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mrs. Foster moved to adjourn to executive session to consider matters related to anticipated

litigation (Bernardsville Centre v. DEP), and that the time when and circumstances under which

the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mr. McCrossan

seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

ADJOURNMENT

Following the Executive Session, it was moved and seconded to reopen the meeting to the public,

then adjourn at 8:45 p.m.

_____________________________

Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
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