
 BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

October 24, 2005

A meeting of the governing body was called to order  by Mayor Parsons  at  7:00 p.m. on Monday,  October  24,  2005,  in  the
Borough Hall.  Present were Lee C. Honecker,  Michael Landau, Vivian McMillen, and Mikael Salovaara.   Also present  were
John  R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Borough  Attorney;  Sandra  Jones,  Borough  Clerk  &  Assistant  Administrator;  and  Ralph  A.
Maresca, Jr., Borough Administrator and C.M.F.O.     Joseph Rossi arrived late and Helen Walton was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Parsons  announced that notice of  this  meeting  was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 16, 2004.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS 

Mrs. McMillen reported receipt of a check from Somerset  County Freeholders  to the Borough of Bernardsville in the amount
of $17,052.75,  an amount which equals the Borough’s recycling bill for  the  fourth  quarter  of  2005.   The  County  shared  the
funds, received pursuant to litigation, with all 21 municipalities in Somerset  County.    Mayor  Parsons  asked  that the  record
show the arrival of Mr. Rossi at this point in the meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Salovaara moved to accept  the minutes of September 12,  September 19,  and October 3.   Mr. Landau seconded and
the motion was approved upon the following vote:
  
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes on 9/12 & 19        Mrs. Walton                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Abstained on 10/3

OPEN SESSION

Pat and Brian McFadden, Round Top Road residents, said in February 2004, the Upper  Raritan River Watershed Association
received a Green Acres  grant for $500,000  to purchase one of the most pristine  wetlands  in  the  borough  containing  streams
which are  vital to the drinking water  supply.  They asked  about  the status of the acquisition, commented that they  believe  the
property owner has received state approved reduction in wetlands requirements, and expressed concern about the possibility of
losing the funding and the parcel.  Mr. Pidgeon responded.
Neil  Schetelick,  Mine  Avenue,  asked  about  the  progress  on  the  “stacking”  issue.   Mayor  Parsons  responded  and  said  the
group  will  meet  with  Building  and  Fire  Prevention  Officials  on  November  14  to  discuss  alternatives,  and  that  Ms.  Broyles,
Zoning Enforcement Official, has been instructed to concentrate  full-time on zoning complaints.   Mr.  Honecker  discussed  the
procedure  for registering zoning  complaints,   limitations  the  Fire  Marshall,  Building  Inspector  and  Zoning  Officer  must  work
within,  and  suggested  additional  employee(s)  may  be  necessary  to  handle  landlords/tenant  inspections  and  Shade  Tree
inspection work.  Mrs. McMillen spoke about the need to proceed with caution in order to avoid future litigation problems.

Scott  Green,  18 Mine Avenue resident,  spoke  about  zoning  violations  at  23  Mine  Avenue.    Mr.  Maresca  was  directed  to
contact  the  Fire  Marshall  on  this  matter  to  explore  actions  taken  relative  to  a  recent  fire  call  at  that  address.    Maureen
Sciaretta, Center Street Extension, asked if the Board of Health should be involved in these matters?  It  was agreed to ask  the



Board for representation at  the meeting November  14,  2005.   Mr.  Salovaara discussed the  roles  of  the  various  enforcement
officials in these matters.

Mark  Salisbury  asked  when  Route  202  would  be  restored?   Mr.  Honecker  spoke  about  bankruptcy  problems  with  the
contractor doing that work for PSE&G.   Mrs. McMillen said the borough has been guaranteed by PSE&G that the trench will
be repaired to our satisfaction.

Mayor Parsons closed the public session.

ORDINANCES

Mayor Parsons announced public hearing on #05-1410,  continued from October  3.   Mr.  Pidgeon explained changes in a final
version, and advised that if approved,  additional  notice  of  the  amended  ordinance  will  be  necessary.   Christopher  DeGrezia
from Drinker, Biddle & Reath, representing Hampshire Management,  spoke  about  the parking allotment deeded  to Hampshire
for the old library building, and stated  his clients wish to preserve their 43 spaces  (25 for employees and 18 for clients).   Mr.
Salovaara disagreed with Mr. DeGrezia’s interpretation,  said 18 spaces  were meant to be  shared,  and he commented that the
agreement approved by the Planning Board did not provide 24 hour rights.  Mr.  Honecker  asked  how the daily permits will be
enforced?  Mr.  Rossi moved to table this ordinance,  but there was no second to  the  motion.   Discussion  continued.   Mayor
Parsons  asked  for  a  motion.   Mrs.  McMillen  moved  to  amend   #05-1410,  AN  ORDINANCE  ESTABLISHING
PARKING REGULATIONS IN THE LIBRARY PARKING LOT AND SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING
CHAPTER  VII  OF  THE  BOROUGH  CODE  ENTITLED  “PARKING  LOTS  AND  OFF-STREET  TRAFFIC
REGULATIONS”,  as discussed.   Mr.  Salovaara asked  if the changes are  major,  and Mr.  Pidgeon responded yes  and  that
they will require additional notice.   Mr.  Salovaara then seconded the motion to amend and continue the hearing to November
28.  The motion was approved with five yes votes.   

Mayor Parsons announced  public hearing on #05-1411, continued from October 3.  Mr. Pidgeon discussed the final version of
the ordinance which removed reference to the Garden Club.  Nancy Carle, Washington Avenue, asked what is a hold harmless
agreement?  A member of the Borough Council answered that it is a document which holds the Borough harmless in the event
there is some incident involving the item placed on Borough property,  and that  it  must  be  filed  with  a  certificate  of  insurance
required  for  any  use  of  borough  property.   Mayor  Parsons  closed  the  public  hearing.   Mr.  Salovaara  moved  to  amend
ORDINANCE #05-1411  as  discussed.   Mrs.  McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with five yes  votes.   Mrs.
McMillen  moved  that  #05-1411,  AN  ORDINANCE  CONCERNING  HOLIDAY  DISPLAYS  AND  CREATING  A
NEW  CHAPTER  IX  IN  THE  BOROUGH  CODE  ENTITLED  “DISPLAYS  AND  EXHIBITS  ON  BOROUGH
PROPERTY”,  be  passed  on final reading and adopted  as  amended.   Mr.  Landau seconded.   The motion was  approved  as
follows:

                Mr. Honecker                Yes                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                          Mrs. Walton                Absent

Mr.  Salovaara  moved  that  #05-1412,  AN  ORDINANCE  DESIGNATING  AN  ON-STREET  HANDICAPPED
PARKING SPACE ON SENEY DRIVE  AND  SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING  CHAPTER  VII  OF  THE
BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “TRAFFIC”,  be  introduced by title, passed  on first reading, published according to law,
and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at  7:00 p.m.,  Monday,  November  28,  2005.   Mrs.  McMillen
seconded, and the motion was approved with five yes votes.  Mr. Salovaara requested that a map be  prepared  to illustrate the
location of the space, and that it be available at the public hearing.  

Mr. Salovaara moved that #05-1413,  AN ORDINANCE EXTENDING THE DATES ON WHICH THE OUTDOOR
STORAGE  AND  DISPLAY  OF  PLANTS  IS  PERMITTED  AND  AMENDING  ARTICLE  12  OF  THE
BOROUGH LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ENTITLED “ZONING”be introduced by title, passed on first
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reading, published according to law,  and  that  a  public  hearing  be  scheduled  for  a  meeting  beginning  at  7:00  p.m.,  Monday,
November 28, 2005.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.
                
Mrs.  McMillen moved  that  #05-1414,  AN  ORDINANCE  AUTHORIZING  APPROPRIATION  OF  $60,000  FROM
THE  RECREATION  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT  FUND  be  introduced  by  title,  passed  on  first  reading,  published
according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at  7:00 p.m.,  Monday,  November  28,  2005.
Mr. Landau seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.
                                                
Mr.  Honecker  moved  that  #05-1415,  AN  ORDINANCE  ADOPTING  STORMWATER  MANAGEMENT
REQUIREMENTS  AND  CONTROL  AND  SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING  ARTICLE  14  OF  THE
BOROUGH LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ENTITLED “ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS”,
be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting
beginning  at  7:00  p.m.,  Monday,  November  28,  2005.    Mrs.  McMillen  seconded.   Mrs.  McMillen  asked  about   more
stringent  requirements,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Miller  in  a  previous  letter.   Mr.  Pidgeon  responded  that  changes  could  be
considered,  and  adopted  by  ordinance  at  any  time.   The  motion  to  approve  upon  introduction  was  approved  with  five  yes
votes.

CONSENT RESOLUTIONS

#05-204        AMENDING FEES FOR RECREATION/POOL PROGRAMS

#05-205        MEMORIALIZING A DECISION MADE OCTOBER 3, 2005 TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP IN
THE SUBURBAN MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND

#05-206        AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF COIN OPERATED AMUSEMENT DEVICE LICENSES

#05-207        APPROVING A RAFFLE APPLICATION FROM SOMERSET HILLS ICE HOCKEY
ASSOCIATION, INC.

#05-208        AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT SNOW PLOWING AND
SIDEWALK CLEARING

#05-209        AUTHORIZATION TO SOLICIT BIDS
                (Roof repairs at Municipal building and Public Works Garage)

#05-210        AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#05-211        ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

Mr. Landau asked to add resolution 05-212, ENCOURAGING THE SOMERSET HILLS REGIONAL SCHOOL
DISTRICT TO FUND A SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER.  Mrs. McMillen agreed with the initiative, saying that

inclusion in the school budget would give the voters a chance to decide.  

Mrs. McMillen moved that resolutions #05-204 through #05-211, be approved.  Mr. Rossi  seconded and the motion was
approved as follows:

                Mr. Honecker                Yes                        Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                          Mrs. Walton                Absent

Resolution #05-212, ENCOURAGING THE SOMERSET HILLS REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT TO FUND A
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SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER, was discussed.  Mr. Landau said he learned today that Somerville and Manville do not
have School Resource Officers.   Mr. Salovaara moved to call the question.  Mr. Honecker mentioned that mayors of the

towns in the Somerset Hills district discussed sharing the cost of an officer but no conclusion has been reached.  Mr. Salovaara
called the question.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the resolution was adopted as follows: 

                Mr. Honecker                No                        Mr. Rossi                No
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                          Mrs. Walton                Absent

        
Mayor Parsons asked, shall #05-212, A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE SOMERSET HILLS REGIONAL

SCHOOL DISTRICT TO FUND A SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER. be adopted? A vote followed:  

                Mr. Honecker                No                        Mr. Rossi                No
                Mr. Landau                Yes                        Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                          Mrs. Walton                Absent

                                
REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s written  report  was  acknowledged  as  received.   Mrs.  McMillen  asked  if  the  Board  of  Education  land  swap,
which has been carried for many months, could be completed?  Mr.  Pidgeon responded that he would contact  the attorney for
the board to discuss same. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety

Mr. Honecker  said the group discussed a new traffic pattern  for  the  Polo  Grounds,  problems  with  speeding  and  parking  on
certain streets, and new  legislation providing enforcement options on self-contained streets.    

Finance 
No report.

        Personnel

Mrs. McMillen said there are several items for Closed Session.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works

Mr. Honecker said there are maintenance issues at the Library to be discussed at the November 14 Public Works Committee
meeting of the whole.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

        Parking decal fees and regulations

It was agreed to hold this item until the next meeting since Mrs. Walton agreed to review it at the Public Safety Committee
meeting.

The Bernardsville Lions Club request for trees on Olcott Square
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After a brief discussion with John Croot of the Lions Club, the five Council Members present consented  to the Lions Club of
Bernardsville proceeding as usual for the 2005 holidays, to erect and decorate trees in Olcott Square, pending receipt of
insurance and a hold harmless agreement for said display.  

Mt. Airy Road bridge construction

Mr. Honecker reviewed repairs requiring immediate attention, as discussed in a recent meeting attended by Borough
representatives, New Jersey Transit, Somerset County Engineering and IEW Construction.  The Project, scheduled to begin
on or about November 1, will last two to three weeks, and working hours are proposed from 0700 to 1900 hours, Monday
through Friday.  Detour routes have already been planned.  
 

OPEN SESSION

Frank Ferrante asked about the Mt. Airy bridge work, and expressed concern about delays which could result for fire and first
aid vehicles.   Mr. Maresca was asked to direct Chief Valentine that vehicles with blue lights must be allowed through traffic.  

Jean Peterson, Burrows Avenue resident, spoke about parking problems on her street, and asked what could be done to help?
 Mrs. McMillen spoke  about  the possibility of signs which could be erected  and Mr.  Rossi asked  Ms.  Peterson to call police
every time egress from her driveway is blocked.  Mr. Maresca was asked to alert Chief Valentine.  Mr. Rossi suggested  future
discussion on pedophiles and notice to the community when individuals with previous arrests move into the area.  

CLOSED SESSION

Council  Member  McMillen  moved  that  the  meeting  be  adjourned  to  an  executive  session  to  consider  property  acquisition,
contract & personnel matters, and  potential litigation,  and that the time when and circumstances under which the above can be
disclosed to the public, is when the matters are finally resolved; and further, that it is anticipated that the meeting will reopen and
adjourn without further action.  Mr. Salovaara seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

Moved, seconded, and unanimously approved.  

                                                                        ________________________
                                                                        BOROUGH CLERK
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