
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

November 14, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:04 p.m. on this date.  Present
were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan,
Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph A.
Maresca, Administrator & CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant
Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December
30, 2010.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Gerry Rosman, resident at 101 Claremont
Road, voiced several complaints related to the October 29th storm which affected her apartment,
and she made several demands. She listed concerns with poor communication between the
municipality and residents, the lack of shelter for herself and her 92 pound dog, and suspect
trees/wires on the hillside along Claremont Road, Somerset to Mine Mount Road, which could
cause future problems for her.  She offered to help in some way.  When asked if she would be
interested in serving on the Shade Tree Committee, she declined.   Council expressed shared
frustration with JCP&L’s poor performance to restore power, and a desire to compel the Board of
Public Utilities to address the situation.  Mr. Pidgeon was asked to investigate the Robbinsville
complaint against JCP&L, and report back at the next meeting.  Mayor Honecker closed the
public session.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Resolutions

#11-181 APPROVING A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF

BERNARDSVILLE AND STREET FAIRS LLC

#11-189 AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF BLOCK 135, LOT 6

#11-190 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#11-191 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $15,000 AS A SPECIAL ITEM

OF REVENUE IN THE 2011 BUDGET (Chapter 159, P. L. 1948)
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#11-192 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2011 TAXES FOR

BLOCK 131, LOT 5, 15 ORCHARD STREET, BERNARDSVILLE, NJ
07924, RYAN, RUTH M.

#11-193 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#11-194 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#11-195 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #11-

00001, BLOCK 14.01, LOT 8, 51 ROEBLING ROAD, BERNARDSVILLE,
NJ 07924, CHATWIN, JOHN K. & AMY P. 

#11-196 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR WEBSITE DESIGN, DEVELOPMENT,

ACCEPTANCE, TESTING, IMPLEMENTATION AND MAINTENANCE
TO ALPHADOG SOLUTIONS

#11-197 FURTHER REDUCING PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE FOR "THE

PRESERVE" MAJOR SUBDIVISION (BLOCK 7, LOT 4)

#11-198 AUTHORIZING A FULL-TIME APPOINTMENT AS DISPATCHER FOR

MICHAEL AMBROSE

Resolutions #11-181, 189, 191, 196 and 197 were removed from the above list for further
discussion.  

Mr. Sooy moved adoption of #11-190, 192 through 195, and 198.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the
motion, which was approved unanimously upon a call of the roll.  

Resolution #11-181 was discussed.  Mayor Honecker said that Street Fairs advised that most
towns that hold fairs pay police and DPW expenses.  In Bernardsville, Street Fairs contributes a
portion (50%) of said expenses, and in addition this year, the promoter offered to donate $500 to
the Fire/First Aid departments.   

Resolution #11-189 was discussed, then Mr. McCrossan suggested an amendment in the first
paragraph to state "one sealed bid was received..." 

Regarding Resolution #11-191, Mr. McCrossan asked how the funds would be used.  He was
advised they would be dedicated to OEM. 
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Mr. McCrossan discussed several issues he had with Resolution #11-196.  It was decided to
invite the low bidder, Alpha Dog, to attend the November 28th meeting to answer the questions,
and the resolution was tabled.

Because a November 7th report referenced in the resolution was not attached, Mr. McCrossan 
suggested it be provided to the group and that Resolution #11-197 be tabled until November 28.

Mr. Sooy moved adoption of Resolutions #11-181, 11-189, as amended, and 11-191.  Mr. Rossi
seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously upon a call of the roll.  

Bernardsville Library

John LaDuc, Library Treasurer, presented "A First Look at the Library’s 2012 Finances."  Mr.
McCrossan recognized Karen Brodsky, Librarian, and Mrs. LaDuc, who will soon become
Treasurer for the Friends.  Mr. LaDuc said the library budget provides for spending of about $1
million per year, a number that has grown at about 1.2% per year, 2007 through 2011.  The
borough has provided about 90+% funding; the balance is from the Foundation, Friends, fines
and other sources.  Equalized valuation and the effect on the minimum contribution to the library
was discussed, as well as extra funding provided during 2010 and 2011.  Mr. LaDuc said "The 
preliminary 2012 budget projects spending of $1,034, an increase of ~$48.  Assuming 2012
Borough extra funding and Foundation contributions remain at the 2011 level and all other
sources remain level, the funding deficit would be $81."  The borough has made a big investment
in the library, Mr. LaDuc said, and the challenge is to sustain excellence.  

LegalShield

Barbara Huston and Lawrence Eiken, representatives of LegalShield, were present to discuss 
their program of group legal assistance, for a monthly fee paid by members.   They said there is
no liability and no cost for the borough.   It was agreed that administration can work with
LegalShield to set a time for a presentation to borough employees.

Hotel and Multiple Family Dwellings

Mayor Honecker asked if  Borough Council wants to consider including in our housing ordinance
those multiple family residential rentals already subject to inspection by the state under the Hotel
and Multiple Family Dwellings Law?  Currently these properties with four or more units are
inspected every third year by the state.  It was agreed to consider an amendment and decided that
Mr. Pidgeon will prepare an ordinance amendment for review at the January work meeting.
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Suspension of tree ordinance regulations

Mayor Honecker reported that an Old Fort Road resident has suggested suspending the tree
ordinance "for 90-120 days to allow residents an opportunity to address any issues with trees on
their property which, in their judgement, pose a hazard to persons or property (including
proximity to power lines and homes)."  Following discussion, it was decided to advise the
individual that a storm damaged exemption was added to the existing ordinance at 13-6.j, "Trees

severely damaged in a storm - Removal of fallen or broken trees that endanger persons,

buildings, driveways, roadways, or aerial utilities shall not require a Tree Removal Permit."  

 

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker reported that he has again been contacted by a representative of the Somerset
County Business Partnership to encourage borough membership, and he asked if there is interest
in doing so?  No action was taken.  

An email was received from John Fenimore of the Bernards Lions Club requesting permission
"to supply the tree and other holiday decorations; installing the wreaths; and assembling and
erecting the Nativity scene....and to ensure power for the menorah."  It was unanimously agreed
to approve the decorations, subject to receipt of an acceptable certificate of insurance naming the
borough as additional insured.  Agreed further that lighting can be turned on the day after
Thanksgiving, and all decorations are to be removed by January 12.     

Storm costs

Ralph Maresca, Borough Administrator, and John Macdowall, Public Works Manager, discussed 
clean up efforts following the November storm.  It was agreed to hire an outside crew for another
two weeks to continue chipping/clearing, so that DPW crews can do leaf work.  It was
unanimously agreed that homeowners who have placed additional brush in the ROW (after one
pass through was done by the borough or its contractors) will be given ten (10) days to remove
the material or face a fine.  Mr. Macdowall asked about material in the Somerset County ROW
and it was agreed that he would contact the county to ask about a solution.   

CLOSED SESSION (There was none)

                                                         ADJOURNMENT   

Moved, seconded, and unanimously approved at 9:20 p.m.                                                      

____________________
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