
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
December 12, 2011

This meeting was called to order by Council President Kevin Sooy at 7:00 p.m. on Monday,
December 12.  Present were Council Members Joseph DeMarco, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig
Lawrence, John McCrossan, and Joseph Rossi.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough
Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Jr., Administrator & CMFO and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough
Clerk.  Mayor Lee C. Honecker was absent. 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December
30, 2010.

OPEN SESSION

Mr. Sooy opened the meeting to the public.

Residents Bob Baker, Eric Stiles and Ed English spoke about deer management.  Mr. English
said the first step would be to plant seeds and a land owner in Bernardsville will allow them to
plant on their property in December.  Results will be obtained in the spring.  He handed out a
questionnaire and a map.  Mrs. Foster said if this is not done in December, we would have to
wait a whole year, and from a Sustainable Jersey perspective, it could effect us obtaining silver. 
Mr. Rossi suggested infrared fly over to get a herd count.  Mr. Stiles said that method is more
costly versus a roadside survey.  Mr. Baker said we are over where we should be in deer
population.  Mr. Stiles said a census or survey needs to be done to find out the population.  Mr.
Baker said they would like to do an online questionnaire so that residents can tell what issues
they have with deer.  Then they will do a deer count and talk with a consultant and get a plan. 
Mrs. Foster said we need to move forward, start the seed planting phase and that right now we
are just gathering information.  Mr. Baker said they wanted to make council aware of this project.

Geri Rossman, Claremont Road, said she appeared at the last meeting and mentioned a branch
hanging on wires near her home, and the branch was successfully removed.  She asked for a
report of trees to be trimmed.  Mr. Maresca said it is not a report, but it is an estimate for work by
Tree Tech to do removal and pruning of trees for $10,585.  Mr. Sooy asked Mr. Maresca to
discuss this with the Finance Committee.  Ms. Rossman asked when this would be done.  Mr.
McCrossan said the 2012 budget is done around the end of March.  It would be done in the 2012
budget year, as the 2011 budget is to be closed and this has not been allocated for, so it needs to
be reviewed.  Mr. Rossi asked if we can get another contractor for less.  Mr. Pidgeon said he
would have to review the contract with Tree Tech.  Mr. Sooy said it will be reviewed and
feedback can be given to Ms. Rossman at the December 29th meeting.  Mr. Rossi asked if JCP&L
could do the cutting.  Mr. Sooy said to see if John Macdowall can call to find out.
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With no more comments, Mr. Sooy closed the public session.

RESOLUTIONS

#11-206 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A MEMORANDUM OF

UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE BOROUGH AND TRACON

REGARDING NOTIFICATION OF OBSTACLE CONSTRUCTION

#11-207 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT

FOR THE RESALE OF COMMODITIES AND OTHER RELATED

SERVICES WITH THE SOMERSET COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF

PUBLIC WORKS, JANUARY 1, 2012 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2021

#11-208 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#11-209 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#11-210 APPROVING RECREATION FEES

Mr. Rossi moved adoption of Resolutions #11-206 to #11-210.  Mrs. Foster seconded and the
motion was approved upon the following roll call vote:

Mr. DeMarco yes Mr. McCrossan yes
Mrs. Foster yes Mr. Rossi yes
Mr. Lawrence yes Mr. Sooy yes

Resolution #11-205, a Resolution of Bernardsville, NJ to Support in Concept The

Sustainable Raritan River Initiative, was discussed.  There may be an overlap with Sustainable
Jersey and more information can be obtained at a meeting this Friday, but we are not obligated
with this resolution.  Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of Resolution #11-205.  Mrs. Foster
seconded and the motion was approved with six yes votes.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

OCA Benefit Services/Flexible Spending Plan

Moved to a later time in the meeting.
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Leone property

The Open Space Advisory Committee has recommended this property, located on Campbell
Road, be added to the open space wish list.  Mr. McCrossan said the owner should be aware of
this property being added to the list.  Mrs. Foster said this is a large tract of land that may be
considered in the future for passive recreation.  Mr. McCrossan would like to know what the
criteria is for being on the list.  After discussion it was decided to move this item to the January
work meeting.

2012 Reorganization

Straw polls were taken for council committees and council liaisons for 2012.  For council
committees, each member gave choices of which council committee they would like to serve for
2012 as follows: Mr. Farrell - Public Safety and Personnel; Mr. Lawrence - Public Works and
Finance; Mr. Rossi - Public Works, Finance and Public Safety as a 3rd choice; Mr. McCrossan -
Public Works and Finance; Mrs. Foster - Personnel and Public Works; Mr. Sooy - Personnel and
Public Safety.  Mr. Sooy tallied the results of the straw poll as follows:

Public Safety - Rossi, Farrell, Sooy
Finance - Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi
Personnel - Foster, Sooy, Farrell
Public Works - Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi, Foster

Since four members named Public Works and only three can be on a committee, a straw poll was
taken for three members of Public Works out of the four named.  Mr. Rossi - McCrossan, Rossi,
Lawrence; Mr. Lawrence - McCrossan, Foster, Lawrence; Mr. McCrossan - McCrossan, Foster, 
Lawrence; Mrs. Foster - McCrossan, Foster, Lawrence; Mr. Sooy - McCrossan, Rossi, Foster;
Mr. Farrell - Foster, McCrossan, Lawrence.  Mr. Sooy tallied the results of the straw poll as
follows:

Public Works - Foster, McCrossan, Lawrence

Council Liaisons were discussed.  Foster - Planning Board, Open Space and HPAC; Sooy -
Environmental and Shade Tree; Farrell - Open Space and Housing; Lawrence - Board of Health
and JIF representative.  Messrs. McCrossan and Rossi each expressed interest in Recreation. 
Following a show of hands, the majority was for Mr. McCrossan to be liaison to Recreation.    

With the Mayor not present, other appointments will be discussed at the December 29th meeting.  
Discussion took place on state laws for missing meetings.  Mr. Pidgeon said he would look it up,
but believes it is eight consecutive unexcused absences, which can be lowered by ordinance to
six.  
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Correspondence - Copy of a memo from Michael Mondok, re: State Strategic Plan

It was decided to look at "Priority Growth Investment Areas" (PGIA) and "Local Investment
Areas" (LPA) and see if they are suited to Bernardsville and have further discussion at the
January work meeting.

OCA Benefit Services/Flexible Spending Plan

No one was present from Hurley Agency and Mr. Maresca spoke about the offer of a flexible
spending plan.  It was decided to move this topic to a future meeting and Mr. Maresca asked
council to email him any questions they may have, and he will get them answered for future
discussion.

CLOSED SESSION

Mrs. Foster moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Personnel Matters, and that the
time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when it
(they) are finally resolved.  Mr. McCrossan seconded the motion, which was approved with six
yes votes.

Mr. Rossi had not signed the council confidentiality agreement and left the meeting at this time.

Council elect John Farrell, who will be on council January 1, 2012, signed the council
confidentiality agreement and was present in executive session.

ADJOURNMENT 

Moved, seconded, and unanimously approved at 8:30 p.m.  

_______________________
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