
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

January 13, 2003

A meeting of the Borough Council was  called to order by Mayor Williams  at  7:30 p.m. on Monday,  January 13,  2003,  in the
Borough Hall.  Present  were Marie  C.  Flynn,  Lee  C.  Honecker,  Vivian  McMillen,  Joseph  Rossi,  and  Helen  Walton.   Also
present  were  John  R.  Pidgeon,  Esquire,  Ralph  A.  Maresca,  Jr.,  Borough  Administrator,  and  Sandra  Jones,  Borough
Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  Mikael Salovaara was absent.

        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Williams announced that notice of this meeting was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 6, 2003.

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Williams appointed Michael Sullivan to the Shade Tree Committee and Terence Coyle as  Chairman of the Open Space
Advisory Committee.

ORDINANCES

Mrs.  Flynn moved that this ordinance,  #03-1300,  AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING SEWER CONNECTION FEES
AND  SEWER  USER  RATES  AND  ALLOCATION  AND  AMENDING  CHAPTER  XVI  OF  THE  BOROUGH
CODE ENTITLED “SEWER REGULATIONS”,  be introduced by title, passed  on  first  reading,  published  according  to
law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:30 p.m.,  Monday,   January 27,  2003.   Mrs.  McMillen
seconded and the motion was approved upon the following call of the roll:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

RESOLUTIONS

Mr.  Rossi   moved  that  Resolution  #03-21,  AUTHORIZING  TRANSFER  OF  FUNDS,  listed  herein  by  title,  be  hereby
adopted.  Mrs. Flynn seconded and the motion was adopted upon the following call of the roll:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

Mrs.  Walton moved that  Resolution  #03-22,  AUTHORIZING  PAYMENT  OF  BILLS,   listed  herein  by  title,  be  hereby
adopted.  Mrs. Flynn seconded and the motion was adopted upon the following call of the roll:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Absent
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

Mr. Honecker moved that Resolution #03-23, AMENDING BOROUGH PERSONNEL POLICIES, listed herein by title,
be hereby adopted.  Mrs. Flynn seconded and the motion was adopted with five “yes” votes.



Mrs.  McMillen   moved  that  Resolution  #03-24,  AUTHORIZING  FILING  ANSWER  TO  BERBAS  ASSOCIATES
COMPLAINT CHALLENGING NEW TREE ORDINANCE,  listed herein by title, be  hereby adopted.   Mr.  Honecker
seconded and the motion was adopted with five “yes” votes.

Mrs.  Flynn  moved  that  Resolution  #03-25,  AUTHORIZING  THE  SALE  OF  PROPERTY  NOT  NEEDED  FOR
PUBLIC USE, listed herein by title, be hereby adopted.   Mrs.  Walton seconded and the motion was adopted  with five “yes”
votes.

Mr. Rossi moved that Resolution #03-26, AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE NO.  5,
listed herein by title, be hereby adopted.  Mr. Honecker seconded and the motion was adopted with five “yes” votes.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Mayor Williams informed members that the Planning Board will be forwarding two ordinances very shortly, regarding residential
development in the R-1A zone, another name for  cluster zoning, and another which has to do with cell towers.  

        Request from Bonafides to use Pool Parking lot

It was generally agreed to grant this request,  but  recommended  that  the  group  use  one  side  of  the  lot.   The  Borough  Clerk
explained that the JIF has recommended amendments to the hold harmless agreement they will be  required to post  along with
certificates of insurance.   Mrs.  Flynn  moved  to  grant  permission  to  the  Bonafides  to  use  the  pool  parking  lot  on  the  dates
requested, subject to posting a hold harmless agreement and certificates of insurance which are  acceptable  to Mr.  Pidgeon and
the JIF.  Mrs. McMillen seconded and the motion was approved with five ayes.

Chinese New Year Celebration

Mayor  Williams  discussed   a  last  minute  request  received  in  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  after  the  agenda  was  completed  and
distributed,  from Fountains Rest  Antiques  on  Olcott  Square  to  celebrate  Chinese  New  Year,  on  Saturday,  February  1st,  by
hiring  a  troupe  to  perform  the  lion  dance  and  other  folklore  dances  from  2:00  p.m.  to  3:00  p.m.    Insurance  issues  were
discussed.   Mr.   Pidgeon suggested there is no need to issue a license  since  the  event  does  not  fall  within  the  definition  of  a
special event, but certain concerns were discussed, and the Borough Clerk was directed to pass those along to Ms. Fountain.

        Interlocal court agreement

Members agreed to adopt this beneficial interlocal agreement via a resolution at the meeting on January 27th.

        Professional Services fees

Mr. Maresca’s comparison of rates for professional service contractors was tabled until January 27th.

Labor Counsel

Mayor Williams provided a proposal from Stephen J. Edelstein, a Borough resident, for services as labor counsel.  Following
some discussion, it was decided to table the matter until January 27th.  

Board of Health contract

The contract was reviewed.  Mrs. Flynn commented that she is very pleased to see that the rate for 2003 has dropped to
$70,346 (from $71,467 in 2002), as a result of the 2000 Census.  Council Members agreed that Mayor Williams should sign
the contract for health services with the Bernards Township Board of Health.
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Visiting Nurse contract

The contract, with no increase in rates, was reviewed.  Mr. Honecker and Mrs. Flynn did not comment, but others present
agreed that the contract should be signed by the Bernardsville Board of Health President.  

Coded Systems contract

This contract for codification of ordinances was reviewed, and Mr. Honecker moved to authorize the Mayor to sign it.  Mrs.
Walton seconded.  The Borough Clerk was instructed to explore the

possibility of getting our ordinances from Coded Systems in electronic format, and to ask the cost of same.  A vote on the
motion was taken, and it passed with five “yes” votes.

John Cassells, Auditor, contract

There was no discussion, pending Mr. Maresca’s review of fees.  This matter was tabled until January 27th.

Hurley Agency, Risk Managers

Mrs. Flynn moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement between the Borough and Hurley Agency.  Mrs. McMillen
seconded and the motion passed with five “yes” votes.

Somerset County Recycling Agreement

Mr. Honecker moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement between the Borough and Somerset County for recycling
services during 2003.  For the record it was noted that there was no increase in cost for 2003.  Mr. Rossi seconded the
motion, which passed with five “yes” votes.

Flood Damage Ordinance (#1301)

Mr. Pidgeon discussed the purpose and intent of this ordinance, entitled: AN ORDINANCE DELINEATING AND
REGULATING ENCROACHMENTS IN FLOODWAYS AND AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD IN THE
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, PROVIDING FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE PROVISIONS THEREIN CONTAINED AND FIXING
PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING ARTICLE 14 OF THE
BOROUGH LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ENTITLED “ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS”.  It was
decided to introduced this ordinance on January 27.  

2003 Holidays

Mayor Williams explained that employees have proposed a trade of two holidays during 2003.  This would mean working on
General Election Day for a day off the day after Thanksgiving Day, and working on Lincoln’s Birthday for a day off December
26th.  The group was generally in favor, directed the Borough Clerk to seek input from full-time employees, then prepare a
resolution to approve the trade if the majority is in favor.

Business Cards

The Borough Clerk was directed to order business cards, as discussed.
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Taping of meetings

Mayor Williams explained that he has been approached by the League of Municipalities to tape one or more of our meetings,
and he asked the group to think about whether or not they are interested in doing so, as discussed.

OPEN SESSION

There were no comments or questions from the public.
 

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Honecker  moved that the meeting be adjourned to an Executive Session to consider  pending  litigation   and
that  the  time  when  and  circumstances  under  which  the  above  can  be  disclosed  to  the  public  is  when  the  matter  is  finally
resolved.  The motion was seconded and approved by all present.

REOPEN 

It was moved and seconded to reopen the meeting.  All present voted in favor.  

As the meeting was drawing to a close,  Mayor Williams stated that he will ask for a meeting, or perhaps two meetings, with the
BBDC to discuss the downtown improvement project,  the original plans,  the expanded scope,   and the funding the  BBDC  is
responsible to provide.    Mr.  Maresca,  in the meantime, will research what is needed  to  bond  for  the  project,  and  what  has
been spent  thus far on soft costs.  

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Mrs. Flynn and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.  Motion carried.
                                                                                                
                                                                                                                  
                                                        Sandra G. Jones
                                                        Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator
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