
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

February 10, 2003

A meeting of the Borough Council was  called to order by Mayor Williams  at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, February 10, 2003, in the
Borough Hall.  Present were Marie C. Flynn, Lee C.  Honecker,  Vivian McMillen, Joseph Rossi,  Mikael Salovaara and Helen
Walton.  Also present were John R. Pidgeon, Esquire, Ralph A.  Maresca,  Jr.,  Borough  Administrator,  and Sandra Jones,
Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

        STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Williams announced that notice of this meeting was  provided  to  the  Bernardsville  News,  Courier  News  and  the  Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 6, 2003.

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Williams announced that presentations honoring three Eagle Scouts  have been postponed until  February  24th,  at  their
request.  

Mayor  Williams  read  a  Proclamation  for  Read  Across  America-NJ,  to  be  held  March  3rd  to  promote  reading  and  adult
involvement  in  the  education  of  our  community's  students.   This  program  is  to  be  conducted  statewide  by  the  New  Jersey
Education Association, in partnership with the New Jersey State League of Municipalities, the New Jersey Library Association,
Saturn-UAW, Staples, and their local affiliates across the state.
        
Mayor Williams announced that a Board of  Education  meeting  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  Bedminster  Township  joining  the
Somerset Hills Regional School district has been postponed to February 26 at 8:00 p.m.

ORDINANCES
                        
Mrs.  McMillen  moved  that  #03-1302,  AN  ORDINANCE  ESTABLISHING  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  FOR
BOROUGH PARKS AND RECREATION FIELDS AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER III
OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “POLICE REGULATIONS”,  be introduced by title, passed  on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:30 p.m.,  Monday,  February 24,
2003.   Mrs. Flynn seconded and the motion was approved unanimously.

Mr.  Salovaara  moved  that  #03-1303,  AN  ORDINANCE  ESTABLISHING  A  25  MPH  SPEED  LIMIT  ON  OLD
FORT  ROAD  AND  SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING  CHAPTER  VII  OF  THE  BOROUGH  CODE
ENTITLED  “TRAFFIC”,  be  introduced  by  title,  passed  on  first  reading,  published  according  to  law,  and  that  a  public
hearing be scheduled for a   meeting  beginning  at  7:30  p.m.,  Monday,  February  24,  2003.   Mrs.  Walton  seconded  and  the
motion was approved unanimously.

Mrs.  Flynn  moved  that  #03-1304,  AN  ORDINANCE  ESTABLISHING  NEW  STOP  INTERSECTIONS  ON  OLD
FORT  ROAD  AND  SUPPLEMENTING  AND  AMENDING  CHAPTER  VII  OF  THE  BOROUGH  CODE
ENTITLED  “TRAFFIC”,  be  introduced  by  title,  passed  on  first  reading,  published  according  to  law,  and  that  a  public
hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at  7:30 p.m.,  Monday,  February 24,  2003.   Mrs.  McMillen  seconded  and  the
motion was approved unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS



Mr. Salovaara offered changes to resolution #03-27,  and those were discussed.   Mr.  Salovaara moved that RESOLUTION
#03-27,   (tabled from 01/27)  AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT  WITH
THE  SOMERSET  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  CHOSEN  FREEHOLDERS  FOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE TO BIOTERRORISM,  OUTBREAKS OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  AND
OTHER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  THREATS  AND  EMERGENCIES,  as  modified,  and  listed  herein  by  title,  be  hereby
adopted. Mrs. Walton seconded and the motion was adopted with six “yes” votes.

Consent Resolutions:

#03-39         A  RESOLUTION  MEMORIALIZING  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  A  PART-TIME  SUBSTITUTE
POLICE DISPATCHER

#03-40        A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR TREE PRUNING/REMOVAL SERVICES

#03-42        A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#03-43        A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#03-44        A RESOLUTION AMENDING TEMPORARY BUDGET

Mr. Honecker moved that Resolutions #03-39, #03-40, #03-42,#03-43 and #03-44, listed herein by title, be  hereby adopted.
 Mrs. Walton seconded and the resolutions were adopted upon a call of the roll:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

Mrs. McMillen moved adoption of Resolution #03-41, RATIFYING DISPATCHERS’ 2002-2004 CONTRACT.  For  the
record, it was noted that this contract  provides a 3.8% salary increase for three years.   Mr.  Honecker  seconded and a call of
the roll followed:

                Mrs. Flynn                Yes                Mr. Rossi                Yes
                Mr. Honecker                Yes                Mr. Salovaara                Yes
                Mrs. McMillen        Yes                Mrs. Walton                Yes

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Williams opened the meeting to the public.

Fran  Tosti,  Member  of  the  Board  of  Education,  spoke  regarding  their  budget  shortfall  of  about  $24,000,  and  requested  a
contribution from Bernardsville.  Ms. Tosti said the shortfall results from hiring a consultant to study their budget,  a commitment
which  developed  during  municipal  review  following  their  budget  defeat  last  year.   The  actual  cost  was  much  higher  than
anticipated.    She said Peapack-Gladstone  has appropriated  $7,000,  pending response  from other towns  in  the  district.   Far
Hills  will  be  approached  with  the  same  request.   Mrs.  Flynn  asked  if  the  consultant  has  recommended  savings  in  an  equal
amount?  Mayor Williams said work on the municipal budget is in progress, and the Board’s request  will be  considered a.s.a.p.
 Ms. Tosti requested an answer during March.  Ray Krov,  Business Administrator,  explained that these funds were committed
before he came on board.

Charlotte Foster, 20 Childs Road, complained about sidewalks in front of Linders Cleaners and the VW dealership which have
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not been cleared of snow.  Chief Valentine acknowledged that many property  owners throughout town are  not clearing snow.
Mr. Rossi asked for  his commitment to enforce and to serve a summons where and when needed.   Mr.  Salovaara asked  for a
report from the Chief on this subject.  Mr. Rossi volunteered to seek solutions for seniors who are unable to shovel, or to afford
to pay for shoveling.  Mr. Pidgeon spoke about the ordinance requirements and stated that  fines for failure to comply are set by
the Judge,  and  could be up to $1,250  per  day.   Mrs.  Walton  asked  if  the  Zoning  Enforcement  Officer  could  work  on  this
problem with snow removal and Mr. Pidgeon responded “yes” if his workload permits.

Mayor Williams closed.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

        Draft ordinances        

Drafts, entitled “An Ordinance Creating Open Space Residential Development in R-1A Single Family Residential Zone” and
“An Ordinance Concerning the Placement of Wireless Telecommunications Facilities in the Borough of Bernardsville” were
tabled until the March 10 meeting.

        Labor counsel

After consideration of this subject, it was decided to designate a committee, consisting of Messrs. Salovaara and Rossi and
Mrs. McMillen to recommend which professional services contracts should be reviewed, and a procedure and a basic
timetable for said review.  The committee will report March 10th.

        Banning of MTBE as gas additive/draft resolution from Ringwood

Mayor Williams asked Council to consider adopting a resolution on this topic, similar to the sample received from Ringwood
Borough.  It was decided to consider same at a future meeting.

        Request for funding for grant coordinator from Alliance/Youth Services

Susan Kamins, 2003 Chair of the Somerset Hills Municipal Alliance & Youth Services Commissions, has asked all towns in
the regional school district for a financial contribution toward the salary of a proposed Program/Grant Coordinator.  These
funds would be in addition to what is budgeted each year.  This request will be considered at a future date, after Mayor
Williams has obtained a job description for the coordinator.

Chestnut Ridge Major Subdivision, Project close-out

It was agreed to consider a resolution to close-out this project at the February 24 th meeting.

        Signs (vacant Texaco gasoline station)

In response to concerns raised by a resident to Mrs. McMillen, Mayor Williams said that a variance was issued for signs and
the canopy at the site formerly occupied by Texaco, and unless the use is abandoned, those variances will stay with the land.
Also discussed, was the real estate for rent sign at the library which has been standing for at least six months, and is now in
violation of our ordinance.  Messrs. Pidgeon and Mondok were directed to follow-up.

Integrated Pest Management Program

A letter from the Public Works Manager, was reviewed, regarding a program of Integrated Pest Management for the Borough.

3



The information on IPM was provided to him by the New Jersey Environmental Federation.  His review of this information
indicated that the Borough should implement this program for long term care and management of the new fields at the Polo
Grounds.  It is a system using the incorporation of organic fertilizers along with biological and mechanical measures.  Members
agreed to implementation of IPM in the Borough.

        Proposed Stormwater Management Requirements

Mayor Williams discussed a letter dated January 23 from Ferriero Engineering regarding the impact on the Borough of
Bernardsville of proposed stormwater management regulations, at a cost estimated to be in excess of $60,000 for the average
municipality.  If adopted, the new requirements would apply to new development projects, and the Borough would need to
develop a stormwater management plan which includes design standards, public education programs and maintenance plans.
The deadline for comments on the proposed regulations is March 6th.   

Mr. Ferriero also reviewed the proposed Ten Towns special area standards for stormwater management.  Based on local
concerns, and the pending nature of new regulations, he recommended that action be deferred on the Ten Towns standards
until mid-March when the new stormwater regulations from DEP are to be ready for adoption.  At that point, he said in his
memo, it may be appropriate to adopt the special area standards for the Great Swamp watershed area.  
    
        Spring Roadside Cleanup

Members discussed the Public Works Manager’s recommendation to  amend the Temporary Budget and move the contractual
Spring Roadside Cleanup to March 31 - April 18, and agreed unanimously to do so.

        Fire Prevention Official

Mr. Maresca was directed to review sample job descriptions, and to present one to the Borough Council for consideration on
February 24.

        Municipal budget

A draft budget was distributed to the Borough Council, and Mayor Williams stated that the Finance Committee is meeting with
John Cassells tomorrow to continue their work.  Any concerns should be brought to a member of the committee a.s.a.p.  Mr.
Maresca will circulate another draft at the end of the week.  Expectations are a bare bones budget will be necessary due to
certain factors, including reduced revenues, fixed labor costs, and statutory contributions to the library and Fire Company. 
Mayor Williams noted that the proposal on the table today provides no additional staff.  

        Appraiser for Open Space

Mr. Maresca stated he sent out three more requests for proposals.  Mrs. Walton stresses the need to have a professional
services agreement in place for an appraiser in order to be able to act quickly when open space becomes available for
purchase.  It was decided to consider appointments by resolution on February 24th.

1950 Newsletter

Mayor Williams distributed a community service newsletter  from  1950  in  which  was  were  suggested  “to  make  Bernardsville
brighter  and  safer”,  in  the  business  center.   The  Mayor  commented  that  with  the  current  planning  for  the  Olcott  Square
improvements, we might finally be fulfilling those wishes!

LEGAL TRAINING SESSION
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As a refresher for veteran members and to provide background for new members of the Borough Council, and at the request
of Mayor Williams, Mr. Pidgeon discussed forms of government in NJ, generally, the Borough form of government, and the
roles of the mayor, council, administrator, clerk, attorney and the assessor. He spoke about procedures at meetings, the
significance of ordinances, resolutions, motions and procedures to be followed for  Executive Session.  Due to weather and the
hour, it was agreed to continue this discussion at the next meeting.    

CLOSED SESSION (There was none)

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Mr. Salovaara and seconded by Mrs. Flynn to adjourn the meeting at 10:30  p.m.
                                                        

                                                                                                                    
                                                         Sandra G. Jones
                                                        Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator

5


