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Hey kids, check out the books by these awesome authors: 
FICTION 
 
Annie Barrows Join two unlikely friends, Ivy and Bean, in 8 humorous novels starting with Ivy and Bean; Ivy and Bean 
and the Ghost That Had to Go; and Ivy and Bean Break the Fossil Record.  (2)  
 
Jim Benton   Franny K. Stein is not your average girl – she’s a mad scientist!  This series of 7 books have humor with a 
side of science (2).  Also enjoy the Dear Dumb Diary series – there are 12 hilarious diaries in all. (3). 
 
Betty Birney   Humphrey the hamster, the class pet of Room 26, tells the story of his classroom adventures and his 
weekend visits home with various students!  Start with The World According to Humphrey, and then continue with 
Friendship According to Humphrey.  There are more books in this enjoyable series too!  (3) 
 
Judy Blume The Pain and the Great One series captures the spunky sibling rivalry between an older sister (Abigail – 8) 
and her younger brother (Jake – 6)!  Enjoy the crazy antics starting with Soupy Saturdays with the Pain and the Great 
One and Cool Zone with the Pain and the Great One to get started.  Two more books round out the series.   (2 -3)  A 
must read – the Fudge books- starting with Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing! (3) 
 
Nick Bruel   The wildly popular and hilarious series by Bruel starts with the picture books Bad Kitty, then follow up with 
Poor Puppy.  Then launch into the chapter books – Bad Kitty Takes a Bath, Happy Birthday Bad Kitty, Bad Kitty vs. 
Uncle Murray, and, yes, there is a new one – Bad Kitty for President!  (2-3) 
 
Dori Hillestad Butler   Enjoy these cute dog mysteries called The Buddy Files. (2) 
 
Beverly Cleary  Enjoy the long loved series of Beverly Cleary:  the Ramona series, Henry Huggins and Ribsy, Ralph 
S. Mouse, and many more!  (3) 
 
Cressida Cowell   The How to Train Your Dragon series tells of the adventures and misadventures of Hiccup 
Horrendous Haddock the Third as he tries to pass the important initiation test of his Viking clan, the Tribe of the Hairy 
Hooligans, by catching and training a dragon.  Begin this 8 book series with How to Train Your Dragon.  (3) 
 
Mark Crilley   Blast into an action packed space adventure with Akiko, the earthling hero, and her sidekicks Gax, Mr. 
Beeba, Spuckler, Poog, and more alien creatures!  These escapades begin with Akiko on the Planet Smoo!  (3) 
 
Michael Delaney   Meet Amos, a hippopotamus that hires a tickbird to eat those pesky insects off of his body.  So, 
Amoeba, the tickbird, makes herself at home!  All of a sudden Amos has a bird’s nest sitting on his head and the eggs are 
about to hatch!  What’s a hippo to do?  Enjoy Birdbrain Amos and Birdbrain Amos: Mr. Fun. (2-3) 
 
Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly Black   The Grace kids find strange mystery in the decaying mansion called Spiderwick 
Estate.  Soon they discover that they are not alone!  If you like mystery and fairies, elves, goblins, dwarves, and other 
fantastical creatures, then this series is for you!  Read the 5 Spiderwick Chronicles starting with The Field Guide, and 
then enjoy the 3 books in the Beyond the Spiderwick Chronicles as well!  (2-3) 
 
Vivian French   appeals to girls who enjoy being a princess with her series, Tiara Club. Also, look up Daisy Meadows’   
Rainbow Magic, Kimpton’s Pony-Crazed Princess, and Malcolm’s Jewel Kingdom  
 
Ruth Stiles Gannett   Elmer Elevator makes a trek to Wild Island where he meets and rescues a dragon in My Father’s 
Dragon.  Two other titles round out this terrific trilogy- Elmer and the Dragon and The Dragons of Blueland.  (2 -3) 
 
Betty Hicks   Five kids with distinct personalities—Henry, Goose, Rocky, Rita, and Jazz—are the stars of this new series 
called Gym Shorts. (2-3) 
 
Elizabeth Singer Hunt   Meet Jack Stalwart, code name: COURAGE.  Jack is an ordinary kid who becomes a secret 
agent by night.  Enjoy the Secret Agent Jack Stalwart series – Destination: US; Destination: AUSTRALIA: 
Destination: FRANCE; Destination: ENGLAND, and many more.  (3) 



 
Katy Kelly   Adam Melon (Melonhead) has a habit of getting into trouble. He never means to get into trouble, it just sort of 
happens. Told from the perspective of a nine-year-old, Melonhead is the first in a series about his misadventures with his 
best friend, Sam.  Girls will enjoy the Lucy Rose series, Melonhead is a spinoff of that.  (3) 
 
Carolyn Keene   Nancy Drew and the Clue Club introduces us to the sleuth as a youngster. Other good mystery books 
are Jigsaw Jones, A to Z Mysteries, and Capitol Mysteries . 
 

Kate Klimo The Dragon Keepers series is perfect for kids who crave books about dragons and magic.  While looking for 

rocks with his cousin Daisy, Jesse finds a "thunder egg" that talks to him. Like the genie in the bottle, something says, "Let 
me out!" Thus begins the children's adventure.  Begin with book #1 The Dragon in the Sock Drawer. (3) 
 
Lenore Look   Alvin Ho is afraid of EVERYTHING… Everyday adventures include being left stranded by his siblings 
during stretching exercises that leave him upside down in a tree, being sent alone to the scary piano teacher's house, and 
deciding whether or not to hang out with the classroom bully.  Begin this series with Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, 
and Other Scary Things. (2-3) 
 
Lois Lowry   Gooney Bird Greene series encourages the storyteller in all of us. 
 
David Lubar Kids will love this series of hilariously rotten adventures starring Nathan Abercrombie, Accidental Zombie.  
Nathan got doused with an experimental serum which turned him into a half dead zombie!  Hey, being half dead isn’t all 
bad, but Nathan would rather be human!  Will he find a cure? Or will he be half dead forever?  Begin with My Rotten Life, 
Dead Spy Guy, and Goop Soup. (3) 
 
Mike Lupica   Mike Lupica is the author of many novels for sports fans. There’s lots of football, basketball, ice hockey, 
soccer, and baseball action when you read The Comeback Kids series. (3) 
 
Marissa Moss   The Amelia notebooks are so cool…maybe start your own summer notebook with writing and pictures 
about your summer adventures?  Enjoy Amelia’s Notebook; Amelia Writes Again; Amelia Hits the Road, etc!  There 
are many, many cool Amelia escapades to enjoy!  (2-3) 
   
My America Series   A prelude to the Dear America series for older grades, “My America” is historical fiction written in a 
diary format by award winning authors.  (2) More of a challenge – try the My Name is America diaries (for boys) and the 
Dear America diaries (for girls).  (3) 
 
Charles Odgen   Twins Edgar and Ellen live alone, their parents are on an extended around-the-world vacation!  The 
twins live in a grim house in Nod’s Limbs overlooking a cemetery and they spend their time making the townspeople’s 
lives miserable!  Read about their antics in this series that begins with Rare Beasts, Tourist Trap, and Under Town.  
Enjoy the new Edgar and Ellen series called Nodyssey. (3) 
 
Chris Riddell   The Ottoline series is a wonderful combo of fiction and wacky illustrations – a speaking of wacky- wait 
until you meet Ottoline and her unusual small and hairy counterpart Mr. Munroe.  Begin with Ottoline and the Yellow 
Cat, and you will surely want to continue enjoying these appealing adventures!  (2-3) 
 
L. Bob Rovetch   OK, are you ready for silly?  Here goes…In the Hotdog and Bob series Bob opens up his lunch box 
one day to find a real, live, talking hotdog who says he is from another planet and needs Bob's help to save Earth from an 
evil alien.  Begin this cartoon illustrated series with Hotdog and Bob and the Seriously Scary Attack of the Evil Alien 
Pizza Person.  (3) 
 
Angie Sage    The Araminta Spookie series is a real scream…Araminta lives with her Aunt Tabby and Uncle Drac (who 
sleeps upside down!) in a haunted house while her parents are hunting vampires in Transylvania.  Meet creepy character 
and spooky beings starting with The Haunted House; The Sword in the Grotto; Frognapped; Vampire Brat; and 
Ghostsitters.   (2-3) 
 
Graham Salisbury   Calvin Coconut - a humorous fiction series about a fourth-grade boy and is full of the fun of growing 
up in Hawaii. (3) 
 
Jon Scieszka   Jon is well known for his wacky picture books like The Stinky Cheese Man, The True Story of the 3 
Little Pigs, and Squids Will Be Squids, but kids also love his Time Warp Trio series with tales such as Knights of the 
Kitchen Table, Tut Tut, and See You Later, Gladiator.  Try the Time Warp Graphic Novels too!  (3) 
 
Michael Teitelbaum   Read the action-packed Backyard Sports series. (2) 



 
Ursula Vernon   In the Dragonbreath series, Young dragon Danny Dragonbreath hasn't quite caught the knack of 
breathing fire yet, but he sure knows how to have adventures--or at least to inflict them on Wendell, his peace-loving 
iguana buddy.  Begin the adventures with book 1 Dragonbreath where they meet a squid and a mako shark!  (2-3) 
 
Rich Wallace   The Winning Season sports series will hit the spot with the sports enthusiasts!  (3) 
 
Sara Weeks   Oogie Cooder has a unique talent – he can “charve” (which means he can carve a piece of cheese with his 
teeth).  Cool, huh?  Well, that’s what the students at Truman Elementary think too, and soon this talent puts him on the 
path to fame and fortune!  Read Oogie Cooder, and then the sequel Oogie Cooder, Party Animal!  (3) 
 
Henry Winkler   The Hank Zipzer series is hilarious!  Follow the escapades of everyone’s favorite 4

th
 grader as he gets 

into one predicament after another with his friends Frankie and Ashley!   Who wouldn’t love these titles:  The Night I 
Flunked My Field Trip; Barfing in the Backseat: How I Survived My Family Road Trip; The Curtain Went Up, My 
Pants Fell Down; and Who Ordered This Baby?  Definitely Not Me!  (3) 
 
SERIES TO DELIGHT THE GUYS : 
Duffey              Cody 
Sachar  Marvin Redpost  
Kline  Herby Jones   Horrible Harry 
Seuling  Robert 
Adler  Andy Russell 
Clements Jake Drake 
Hurwitz  Russell 
Klein  Ready Freddy  
 
GRAPHIC NOVELS 
 
Erik Craddock   Stone Rabbit is a full-color series of riotous, rip-roaring graphic novels tell of the zany of adventures of a 
quick-tempered and quick-witted young rabbit.  Start with BC Mambo, then Pirate Palozza.  (3) 
 
Jennifer Holm   Babymouse is a sassy mouse with an attitude! This popular, award-winning, hilarious, pink    
graphic novel series showcases the trials and tribulations of elementary school – 14 books in all. Also try her new graphic 
novel Squish #1 – Super Amoeba. (2-3) 
 
Charise Mericle Harper   After a stack of fashion magazines falls on Kiki Kitty's head while she is blowing out the    
candles on her birthday cake, Kiki turns into Fashion Kitty, a feline superhero who saves other kitties from fashion  
disaster.  Purr-fect for elementary girls!  (2-3) 
 
Jarrett Krosoczka   Hector, Terrence, and Dee wonder about their lunch lady?  Little do they know that besides     
serving up sloppy joes, she also serves justice!  Whatever danger lay ahead, it is no match for LUNCH LADY! (3) 
 
Michael Townsend   Kit Feeny series, drawn with animal characters, has just the right combination of silliness and  
problems that kids can identify with. Kit is a bear-like creature. He is worried about starting a new school, annoyed by  
his twin sisters, and determined to run away from home and live as a lonely hobo when things don't go well on his first  
day. (2-3) 
 
 
NON-FICTION 
 
Jim Arnosky   Award-winning naturalist, author, and illustrator shares his up close and personal experience with nature in 
his terrific non-fiction books.  Try Beachcombing; Watching Waterbirds; Wild Tracks; Arnosky’s Ark; All about 
Alligators; All About Sharks; All About Manatees; and his Crinkleroot nature books - just to name a few.  Enjoy his 
awesome editions Thunder Birds: Nature’s Flying Predators; and Creep and Flutter.  (2-3) 
 
Steve Jenkins   Stunning award-winning collage illustrations add so much to Jenkins’ informative and engaging science 
topics.  Jenkins has created over 20 beautiful non-fiction books for children such as Actual Size; Never Smile at a 
Monkey; Down, Down, Down: a Journey to the Bottom of the Sea; Dogs and Cats; Living Color; How to Clean a 
Hippopotamus, Just a Second, and The Beetle Book.  (2-3) 
 
 
BIOGRAPHY 



 
David Adler   David’s picture book biographies for young children offer a wonderful peek into the lives of famous people!  
Some of his biographies are about Florence Nightingale, Lewis and Clark, Davy Crockett, Thomas Edison, Louis 
Braille, Sacagawea, Helen Keller and Harry Houdini.  (2) 
 
History Maker Biographies   There is a large series of very appealing biographies for middle elementary kids!  (3) 
 
Who Is…?  Who Was…?   Another great biography series that kids love to read. 
 
 
FAIRY TALES 
Both 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 graders enjoyed a fairy tale unit this year.  Continue that interest by visiting 398.2…and you’ll be reading 

happily ever after! 

 

POETRY 
The Bernards Township Library has a large poetry section.  Check out call number 811 and you’ll have some poetry fun!  
(Hey, that rhymes!) 
 
Parents:   

These are just some suggested authors and series that kids love.  There are so many more - the helpful staff in 
the Bernards Township Library Children’s Room would be happy to further assist you!   

This summer set aside time each week to browse in the library with your child.  Encourage your child to join the 
summer reading program- Dream BIG - Read! Sign up for this program beginning on June 19!  Bring your family to the 
wonderful summer activities that are planned in the Children’s Room.   Have your child sign up for their very own library 
card!   

Take time to enjoy reading together.  You know, your kids are not too old to be read aloud to!  Reading together 
makes for great family memories and can “hook” your children into a lifelong love of reading.   

Going on vacation?  Have you listened to audio books?  What a great way to travel together!  Have a great 
summer! 

 

Mrs. PhilhowerMrs. PhilhowerMrs. PhilhowerMrs. Philhower    
 


