
 
Suggestions for Students who have Completed Kindergarten & 1st Grade 

 

Not only is summer reading entertaining for kids and their families, it is also a bridge from 
one school year to the next. Summer reading should be fun, not a “skill and drill” 
experience.  Your kids should have lots of free choice when it comes to selecting books. 
 
This list is intended as a starting point for your reading adventures. The children’s room 
staff at the public library can point out plenty more interesting titles for your child. Please 
make sure that you visit the library often this summer. 

 
 

2013 Picture Book Summer Reading List  
 

Compiled by Mrs. Rose, Cedar Hill School Library 
Ms. Francis, Mount Prospect School Library, and  

Mr. Mullarkey, Liberty Corner School                                                                                                            
 

 

  

Mary Jane Auch: The Plot Chickens allows the author to demonstrate once more her 
eggstraordinary imagination in the filed of Chicken Lit.  For eggstra entertainment, chick 
out her other chicken scratch: Poultergeist, Peeping Beauty, Beauty and the Beek, 
etc. 
 
Jim Aylesworth: In The Mitten, Aylesworth rejoins Barbara McClintock, illustrator, and 
adds to their collaborative folktales: The Gingerbread Man, Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears, and The Tale of Tricky Fox. 
 
 Tedd Arnold: Fly Guy series, about friendship between a boy named Buzz and a fly, 
continues to zoom as a popular beginner reader series.  There are now over twelve 
books in the series including new non-fiction Fly Guy books on sharks and planets. 
  
Nic Bishop: Lizards  Outstanding  pictures of these animals in their natural habitat by a 
master photographer   Also look at his books about spiders, butterflies, moths, and 
frogs. 
 
Peter Brown: Children Make Terrible Pets, Flight of the Dodo, Creepy Carrots, 
The titles speak for themselves! These are funny stories that can be read over and over 
again. The illustrations are unique and colorful. 
 
Nancy Carlson:  Enjoy stories about some of the most beloved animal characters in 
picture books: Harriet, George, and Louanne. The latest ones are First Grade, Here I 
come! and Harriet’s Recital. 
 



Kate Di Camillo: Bink and Gollie  tells the story of two roller-skating best friends, one 
tiny, one tall, and their shared comical adventures. There are now three books in this 
series.  Beginning readers will also enjoy DiCamillo's Mercy Watson series. 
 
Lisa Campbell Ernst: Sylvia Jean, Scout Supreme is second in the series about a 
sweet but spunky pig. Trot on over to the nonfiction animal and farm sections and root 
around to learn more about these intelligent animals.  
 
Doreen Cronin: Giggle, Giggle, Quack; Diary of a Fly, and Wiggle   Zany barnyard 
tales with cows that type and sing; there are also diaries of crazy insects including 
worms and flies! 
 
Douglas  Florian: His newest production is Poem Runs: Baseball Poems and 
Paintings and UnBEElievables : Honeybee Poems and Paintings. Don't miss his 
other poetry books with extraordinary art in the 811 section. 
 
Mem Fox: Hello Baby!, The Goblin and the Empty Chair, and Tell Me About Your 
Day Today  are her newest literary offerings. 
 
Saxton Freymann: Knock, Knock!   Illustrated by Freymann and others, can be found 
in the joke and riddle section (818).   Tickle your funny bone and foster your child's 
beginning sense of humor. Also, enjoy his art work and humor in Food for Thought, 
How Are You Peeling?, Fast Food, and Dr. Pompo's Nose. 
 
Mini Grey: Traction Man Meets Turbodog   In this sequel to Traction Man Is Here, 
Traction Man braves the evil bin things in order to save Scrubbing Brush who had been 
thrown away by the little boy's father 
. 

Kevin Henkes:  My Garden.  Try his other engaging picture books, such as Lily’s 
Purple Plastic Purse, and meet many adorable mouse characters. 
 
Holly Hobbie: The Toot and Puddle author writes about a childhood memory in 
Everything But the Horse. 
 
Oliver Jeffers: Stuck, This Moose Belongs to Me, and The Day the Crayons Quit 
Offbeat, funny, and imaginative tales with curious and creative paintings!! 
 

Steve Jenkins: His newest is My First Day ; Explore his cut paper collage bestiaries: 
Actual Size, Prehistoric Actual Size, and Almost Gone. Jenkins presents fine art and 
fascinating facts. 
 
Keiko Kasza: Ready For Anything, humorously explores the negative and positive 
possibilities of imagination. Read also My Lucky Day, a story about Fox's attempt to 
fatten the pig before devouring him.  Whose lucky day will it be?  Her other books 
offering a similar twist are Wolf's Chicken Stew, Don't Laugh, Joe, and Badger's 
Fancy Meal.  
 



Steven Kellogg: The Pied Piper's Magic is a perky, updated, and lighthearted 
rendition of The Pied Piper of Hamelin.  He has retold and illustrated lots of folk and tall 
tales and is the illustrator for the Jimmy's Boa series by Trinka Hakes Noble.  
 
Eric Kimmel: Jack and the Giant Barbecue and The Three Little Tamales  are 
comical folktale variants of Jack and the Beanstalk and Three Little Pigs. Your child 
might enjoy contrasting and comparing this variant with the classic tale. Kimmel is also 
author of many books about Anansi, a trickster spider in African folklore. 
                                                      
Jon Klassen: I Want My Hat Back and This Is Not My Hat (2013 Caldecott winner) 
Follow the adventures (and misadventures) of animals and their hats. These books 
contain hilarious, dry, witty humor with fun/inventive artwork that will make parents 
chuckle along with their kids. 
 
Eric Litwin and James Dean: Pete the Cat series, Pete is movin’ and grooving with 
rockin’ white shoes and groovy buttons. This series and the music that goes with it have 
become very popular – why? -  “because it’s all good”. There is also a new series for 
emergent readers. 
 
Margie Palatini: Goldilocks and the Three Hares joins the author’s collection of 
wacky works.  Piggie Pie and its sequels are long-time favorites.  
 
Jerry Pinkney: The Lion and the Mouse, Caldecott Medal Winner 2010, is a wordless 
retelling of Aesop’s fable which will fascinate children with its detailed, spectacular 
watercolor and pencil art. Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star is his interpretation of the 
classic lullaby. 
 
Jack Prelutsky: My Dog May Be a Genius: Poems celebrates childhood and the 
wacky side of life. Discover all the poetry of this children's poet laureate. 
 
Colleen Salley: Espossumondas Plays Possum, Salley's fourth books to feature the 
diapered possum child with his human mother has broad kid appeal. 
 
April Pulley Sayre:  This versatile author writes both fiction and nonfiction about the 
natural world. Some of her newest nonfiction books include Turtle, Turtle, Watch Out! 
and Rah, Rah Radishes, A Vegetable Chant. 
 
Jon Scieszka: In the series Ready-to-Read Level 1, Jon Scieszka's Trucktown , the 
dynamic illustrations capture youngsters' attention and encourage independent reading. 
Sure to be popular with truck loving  beginner readers. Taking a slight detour from 
trucks, Scieszka presents Robot Zot, the adventure of an alien determined to conquer 
planet Earth.  Other favorite  Scieszka picture books are: The True Story of the 3 Little 
Pigs, Squids Will Be Squids, The Stinky Cheeseman, and The Frog Prince 
Continued..  
 
Janet Stevens: Help Me, Mr. Mutt! : Expert Answers for Dogs with People 
Problems  Mr. Mutt is an advice columnist for dogs with people problems. All pictures 
books by the Stevens sisters are a delight. Dog lovers would also enjoy Eileen 
Christelow's The Desperate Dog Writes Again. 



Lisa Wheeler: In Dino-Soccer, Dino-Baseball, and Dino-Basketball the rivalry of two 
dinosaur  sports teams, meat-eaters vs plant-eaters, is humorously exposed. In addition 
to a stack of picture books, this author also writes poetry, beginner readers, and 
nonfiction. 
 
David Wiesner: Art and Max This artist and author has an outstanding collection of 
work that has received multiple Caldecott Awards. 
  
 Mo Willems:  Knuffle Bunny books remain popular. That Is Not a Good Idea and 
Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs are the newest titles by this prolific author.  He 
has also written and illustrated new titles in the Elephant & Piggie series for emergent 
readers   which are stories of friendship and good intentions told entirely through easy-
to-read speech bubbles.   Even simpler is his Cat the Cat easy reader series. 
 
Jane Yolen: Here's a Little Poem is an anthology of simple poems for young readers 
begging to be shared aloud, over and over. Also try any of Yolen's picture books, 
especially her How Do Dinosaurs.…series.  
 
 
                                 

 
 
2013 Caldecott Award Winner – This is Not My Hat by Jon Klassen 

 
2013 Caldecott Honor Winners –  Creepy Carrots by Peter Brown 
       Extra Yarn by Mac Barnett 
       Green  by Laura Seeger Vaccaro 
       One Cool Friend by Toni Buzzeo 
       Sleep Like a Tiger  by Pamela Zagerenski 
 
 
Don’t forget the summer reading programs at the Bernards Township Public Library. 
 

 

 

“Dig Into Reading” is this summer’s theme.  Visit www.bernardslibrary.org for details 
about summer reading programs and library activities.  The public library is a real 
community hub all summer long. 
 
Read to your children, read along side your children, and then everyone read some 
more! 


