
Bernardsville Middle School  
Summer Reading Contest 

 

2013 
 

 

Reading Faces in  
Cr zy Places! 

 

“Travel Far, Pay No Fare…a book can take you anywhere.” 
Anne Linbergh, Travel Far Pay No Fare 

 

Your challenge this summer is to find a place, setting, or situation in which 
you may not normally see someone reading (a crazy place!!!) and open up 

your summer reading book!  
 

Contest Rules: 
1. Have someone take a picture of you reading a BMS summer reading book in a crazy and 

unique location/setting! 
Examples: a place you find while on vacation, at summer camp, upside down on 
the monkey bars, inside a tiny box....the possibilities are endless! 

2. DO NOT DO anything dangerous or inappropriate. If you’re not sure, do not try it! 
3. You may NOT use a photo editing program to alter the picture other than general 
appearance. (Example: Do not crop yourself out of a picture and put yourself in space.) 

4. Develop or print out your photo in either a 4” by 6” or 5” by 7” size print. 
5. Bring your photos in during the first week of school! Make sure your full name, new 

literacy teacher’s name, and grade appear on the back! 
6. HAVE FUN and use your imagination!!!  

 

Prizes will be awarded for the most unique/crazy photos!. 
Grand Prize Winner – $30 Gift Certificate to The Bookworm & an 

autographed book! (Titles from Rick Riordan, Wendy Mass, James Preller,  
and Jordan Sonnenblick) 

2nd & 3rd Places - Gift Certificates to The Bookworm & an autographed book! 
10 Runners-up – Book/prize of your choice from Ms. Mac’s prize box! 

Best Staff/Teacher Entry – Bragging Rights & A Tasty Reward!  

  



 

Bernardsville Middle School 
Suggested Summer Reading 

 

2013 
 

Students Entering Grade 5 
 

Please Note: All suggested summer reading titles are recommended for the 5th grade reading level. It is 
up to you and your parents/guardians to decide which books are appropriate for you. 

 

Your Suggested Summer Reading Goal: 

READ FOUR OR MORE BOOKS! 
“Harvard University assistant education professor James Kim has found that students who read four or more at-level books 

over the summer do better than those who did not when they return to school in the fall. “ – Scholastic Magazine 

 

Top Teacher Suggestions: 
 

Wonder – R. J. Palacio 
Ms. Mac’s Favorite Book of the YEAR for all ages!! 
“I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're 
thinking, it's probably 
worse.” 
August Pullman was born 
with a facial deformity that, 
up until now, has prevented 
him from going to a 
mainstream school. Starting 
5th grade at Beecher Prep, 
he wants nothing more than 
to be treated as an ordinary 
kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 
extraordinary face. 
 

The One and Only Ivan – Katherine Applegate 
*2013 Newbery Medal Winner! 
When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-
and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby 
elephant that has been added to the mall, he decides 
that he must find her a better life. 
 

Three Times Lucky – Sheila Turnage  
*2013 Newbery Honor Book 
Washed ashore as a baby in tiny Tupelo Landing, 
North Carolina, Mo LoBeau, now eleven, and her best 
friend Dale turn detective when the amnesiac Colonel, 

owner of a cafe and co-parent of Mo with his cook, 
Miss Lana, seems implicated in a murder.                   

- Ms. MacGorman, BMS School Librarian 
 

The Septimus Heap Series – Angie Sage 
Septimus Heap, the seventh son of the seventh son, 
and Jenna, the little girl Septimus's father found in the 
snow the night Septimus was born and taken away, 
are threatened by the evil wizard DomDaniel, who 
intends to finish off the entire royal line. 
 

39 Clues Series – Various Authors 
Amy and Dan, members of the powerful Cahill family, 
try to uncover the thirty-nine clues which will reveal 
the secrets of their lineage and find out what really 
happened to their parents. 
 

Artemis Fowl Series – Eoin Colfer 
When a twelve-year-old evil genius tries to restore his 
family fortune by capturing a fairy and demanding a 
ransom in gold, the fairies fight back with magic, 
technology, and a particularly nasty troll. 

- Mrs. McMillan, Literacy 
 

The Candymakers – Wendy Mass 
Four gifted twelve-year-olds, including Logan, the 
candymaker's son, are set to be contestants in the 
Confectionary Association's national competition to 

  



determine the nation's tastiest sweet, but nobody 
anticipates that a friendship will form between them. 
 

The Series of Unfortunate Events  – Lemony Snicket 
After the sudden death of their parents, the three 
Baudelaire children must depend on each other and 
their wits when it turns out that the distant relative 
who is appointed their guardian is determined to use 
any means necessary to get their fortune. 

- Mrs. Tchorz, Literacy  
 
 
 
 

The Invention of Huge Cabret – Brian Selznick 
When Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks 
within the walls of a Paris train station in 1931, meets 
a mysterious toyseller, his undercover life and his 
biggest secret are jeopardized. 
 

The Mysterious Benedict Society – Trenton Lee Stewart 
After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four 
children are selected for a secret mission that requires 
them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for 
the Very Enlightened. 

- Ms. Crowley, Bedwell School Librarian 

Additional Suggested Titles: 
 
Percy Jackson and the Olympians Series – Rick Riordan 
After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman 
and a Greek god, Percy is sent to a summer camp for 
demigods like himself and joins his new friends on a 
quest to prevent a war between the gods. 
 

A Wrinkle in Time - Madeleine L'Engle  
Meg Murry and her friends embark on a journey 
through space and time, assisted by three 
otherworldly women, when they set out to find Meg's 
father, a physicist who disappeared while 
experimenting with time travel.  

 

The Penderwicks - Jeanne Birdsall  
While vacationing with their widowed father in the 
Berkshire Mountains, four lovable sisters, ages four 
through twelve, share adventures with a local boy, 
much to the dismay of his snobbish mother. 
 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory - Roald Dahl  
Each of five children lucky enough to discover a ticket 
into Mr. Willy Wonka's mysterious chocolate factory 
takes advantage of the situation in his own way. 
 

Regarding the Fountain – Kate Klise 
When the principal asks a fifth-grader to write a letter 
regarding the purchase of a new drinking fountain for 
their school, he finds that all sorts of chaos results. 
 

Holes – Louis Sachar 
As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which 
they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley 
Yelnats is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the 
Texas desert where he finds his first real friend, a 
treasure, and a new sense of himself. 
 

 
 

Harriet the Spy – Louise Fitzhugh 
Eleven-year-old Harriet keeps notes on her classmates 
and neighbors in a secret notebook, but when some of 
the students read the notebook, they seek revenge.  

 

The City of Ember - Jeanne DuPrau 
In the city of Ember, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs 
on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to new 
places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even 
to glimpse Unknown Regions. 
 

The Doll People - Ann M. Martin 
A family of dolls that has lived in the same house for 
years is taken aback when a family of dolls arrives and 
doesn't follow The Doll Code of Honor. 
 

Two Minute Drill  – Mike Lupica 
Brainy Scott, a great kicker who otherwise struggles 
with football, and star quarterback Chris, who has 
dyslexia, team up to help each other succeed in both 
football and school. 
 

How to Train Your Dragon  – Cressida Cowell 
Chronicles the adventures and misadventures of 
Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third as he tries to 
pass the important initiation test of his Viking clan, the 
Tribe of the Hairy Hooligans, by catching and training a 
dragon. 
 

Gregor the Overlander  – Suzanne Collins 
When eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old 
sister are pulled into a strange underground world, 
they trigger an epic battle involving humans, bats, 
rats, cockroaches, and spiders while on a quest 
foretold by ancient prophecy. 
 
Images and Summaries from: Titlewave. Follett Library Resources. 
Titlewave.com 


