
Bernardsville Middle School  
Summer Reading Contest 

 

2013 
 

 

Reading Faces in  
Cr zy Places! 

 

“Travel Far, Pay No Fare…a book can take you anywhere.” 
Anne Linbergh, Travel Far Pay No Fare 

 

Your challenge this summer is to find a place, setting, or situation in which 
you may not normally see someone reading (a crazy place!!!) and open up 

your summer reading book!  
 

Contest Rules: 
1. Have someone take a picture of you reading a BMS summer reading book in a crazy and 

unique location/setting! 
Examples: a place you find while on vacation, at summer camp, upside down on 
the monkey bars, inside a tiny box....the possibilities are endless! 

2. DO NOT DO anything dangerous or inappropriate. If you’re not sure, do not try it! 
3. You may NOT use a photo editing program to alter the picture other than general 
appearance. (Example: Do not crop yourself out of a picture and put yourself in space.) 

4. Develop or print out your photo in either a 4” by 6” or 5” by 7” size print. 
5. Bring your photos in during the first week of school! Make sure your full name, new 

literacy teacher’s name, and grade appear on the back! 
6. HAVE FUN and use your imagination!!!  

 

Prizes will be awarded for the most unique/crazy photos!. 
Grand Prize Winner – $30 Gift Certificate to The Bookworm & an 

autographed book! (Titles from Rick Riordan, Wendy Mass, James Preller,  
and Jordan Sonnenblick) 

2nd & 3rd Places - Gift Certificates to The Bookworm & an autographed book! 
10 Runners-up – Book/prize of your choice from Ms. Mac’s prize box! 

Best Staff/Teacher Entry – Bragging Rights & A Tasty Reward!  

  



 

Bernardsville Middle School 
Suggested Summer Reading 

 

2013 
 

Students Entering Grade 6 
 

Please Note: All suggested summer reading titles are recommended for the 6th grade reading level. It is 
up to you and your parents/guardians to decide which books are appropriate for you. 

 

Your Suggested Summer Reading Goal: 

READ FOUR OR MORE BOOKS! 
“Harvard University assistant education professor James Kim has found that students who read four or more at-level books 

over the summer do better than those who did not when they return to school in the fall. “ – Scholastic Magazine 

 

Top Teacher Suggestions: 
 

Wonder – R. J. Palacio 
Ms. Mac’s & Mrs. Reznick’s Favorite Book of the 
YEAR for all ages!! 
“I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're 
thinking, it's probably 
worse.” 
August Pullman was born 
with a facial deformity that, 
up until now, has prevented 
him from going to a 
mainstream school. Starting 
5th grade at Beecher Prep, 
he wants nothing more than 
to be treated as an ordinary 
kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 
extraordinary face. 
 

Stargirl – Jerry Spinelli 
Stargirl, a teen who animates quiet Mica High with her 
colorful personality, suddenly finds herself shunned 
for her refusal to conform. 
 

A Mango-Shaped Space – Wendy Mass 
Afraid that she is crazy, Mia, who sees a special color 
with every letter, number, and sound, keeps this a 
secret until she becomes overwhelmed by school and 
the death of her beloved cat, Mango. 

- Mrs. Reznick, Literacy  

 

A Little Princess - Frances Hodgson Burnett 
Sara Crewe, a pupil at Miss Minchin's London school, 
is left in poverty when her father dies but is later 
rescued by a mysterious benefactor. 
  

James & the Giant Peach - Roald Dahl 
Wonderful adventures abound after James escapes 
from his fearsome aunts by rolling away inside a giant 
peach. 
  

Diary of a Wimpy Kid Series – Jeff Kinney 
Greg records his sixth grade experiences in a middle 
school where he and his best friend, Rowley, 
undersized weaklings amid boys who need to shave 
twice daily, hope just to survive, but when Rowley 
grows more popular, Greg must take drastic measures 
to save their friendship. 

- Mrs. Sorge, Literacy/Reading Specialist 
 

Percy Jackson and the Olympians Series  - Rick Riordan 
After learning that he is the son of a mortal woman 
and a Greek God, twelve-year-old Percy is sent to a 
summer camp for demigods like himself and joins his 
new friends on a quest to prevent a war between the 
gods. 

- Mrs. Sorge & Ms. MacGorman 
 

  



Harry Potter Series – J.K. Rowling 
Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and 
uncle, a young boy with a great destiny proves his 
worth while attending Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry. 
 

Anne of Green Gables – L.M. Montgomery 
Anne, an eleven-year-old orphan, is sent by mistake to 
live with a lonely, middle-aged brother and sister on a 
Prince Edward Island farm and proceeds to make an 
indelible impression on everyone around her. 

- Mrs. Procacci, Literacy 
 

Splendors and Glooms – Laura Amy Schlitz 
*2013 Newbery Honor Winner! 
When Clara vanishes after the puppeteer Grisini and 
two orphaned assistants were at her twelfth birthday 
party, suspicion of kidnapping chases the trio away 
from London and soon the two orphans are caught in 
a trap set by Grisini's ancient rival. 
 

 

The One and Only Ivan – Katherine Applegate 
*2013 Newbery Medal Winner! 
When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-
and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby 
elephant that has been added to the mall, he decides 
that he must find her a better life. 
 

39 Clues Series – Various Authors 
Amy and Dan, members of the powerful Cahill family, 
try to uncover the thirty-nine clues which will reveal 
the secrets of their lineage and find out what really 
happened to their parents. 
 

Liar & Spy –Rebecca Stead 
Seventh-grader Georges adjusts to moving from a 
house to an apartment, his father's efforts to start a 
new business, his mother's extra shifts as a nurse, 
being picked on at school, and Safer, a boy who wants 
his help spying on another resident of their building. 

- Ms. MacGorman, BMS School Librarian 

Additional Suggested Titles: 
 

A Tale Dark and Grimm – Adam Gidwitz 

Follows Hansel and Gretel as they walk out of their 
own story and into eight more tales, encountering 
such wicked creatures as witches, along with kindly 
strangers and other helpful folk.  
 

The Strange Case of the Origami Yoda  – Tom Angleberger  
Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with 
a paper finger puppet of Yoda, worn by their weird 
classmate Dwight, as they try to figure out whether or 
not the puppet can predict the future.  
 

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key – Jack Gantos 
To the constant disappointment of his mother and his 
teachers, Joey has trouble paying attention or 
controlling his mood swings when his prescription 
meds wear off and he starts getting worked up and 
acting wired. 
 

The Tail of Emily Windsnap – Liz Kessler 
After finally convincing her mother that she should 
take swimming lessons, twelve-year-old Emily 
discovers a terrible and wonderful secret about 
herself that opens up a whole new world.  
 

Edward's Eyes - Patricia MacLachlan 
Edward is one of a large and close family that loves 
baseball, music, books, and each other, and when he 
unexpectedly dies and his parents donate his organs, 
his wonderful eyes go to a perfect recipient. 
 

Chomp – Carl Hiaasan 
The star of a reality television show disappears on 
location in the Florida Everglades, where they were 
filming animals from the wildlife refuge run by Wahoo 
Crane's family, and Wahoo and classmate Tuna 
Gordon set out to find him. 
 

Chasing Redbird - Sharon Creech 
Thirteen-year-old Zinnia Taylor uncovers family 
secrets and self truths while clearing a mysterious 
settler trail that begins on her family's farm in 
Kentucky. 
 

Ranger’s Apprentice: Book One – John Flanagan 
When fifteen-year-old Will is rejected by battleschool, 
he becomes the reluctant apprentice to the 
mysterious Ranger Halt and winds up protecting the 
kingdom from danger. 
 

Shakespeare’s Secret – Elise Broach 
Named after a character in a Shakespeare play, misfit 
sixth-grader Hero becomes interested in exploring this 
unusual connection because of a valuable diamond 
supposedly hidden in her new house. 
 

The Last Apprentice Series - Joseph Delaney 
Young Tom starts work as an apprentice for the village 
spook, whose job is to protect ordinary folk from 
"ghouls, boggarts, and all manner of wicked beasties." 
 
Images and Summaries from: Titlewave. Follett Library Resources. 
Titlewave.com 


