
Bernardsville Middle School  
Summer Reading Contest 

 

2013 
 

 

Reading Faces in  
Cr zy Places! 

 

“Travel Far, Pay No Fare…a book can take you anywhere.” 
Anne Linbergh, Travel Far Pay No Fare 

 

Your challenge this summer is to find a place, setting, or situation in which 
you may not normally see someone reading (a crazy place!!!) and open up 

your summer reading book!  
 

Contest Rules: 
1. Have someone take a picture of you reading a BMS summer reading book in a crazy and 

unique location/setting! 
Examples: a place you find while on vacation, at summer camp, upside down on 
the monkey bars, inside a tiny box....the possibilities are endless! 

2. DO NOT DO anything dangerous or inappropriate. If you’re not sure, do not try it! 
3. You may NOT use a photo editing program to alter the picture other than general 
appearance. (Example: Do not crop yourself out of a picture and put yourself in space.) 

4. Develop or print out your photo in either a 4” by 6” or 5” by 7” size print. 
5. Bring your photos in during the first week of school! Make sure your full name, new 

literacy teacher’s name, and grade appear on the back! 
6. HAVE FUN and use your imagination!!!  

 

Prizes will be awarded for the most unique/crazy photos!. 
Grand Prize Winner – $30 Gift Certificate to The Bookworm & an 

autographed book! (Titles from Rick Riordan, Wendy Mass, James Preller,  
and Jordan Sonnenblick) 

2nd & 3rd Places - Gift Certificates to The Bookworm & an autographed book! 
10 Runners-up – Book/prize of your choice from Ms. Mac’s prize box! 

Best Staff/Teacher Entry – Bragging Rights & A Tasty Reward!  

  



 

Bernardsville Middle School 
Suggested Summer Reading 

 

2013 
 

Students Entering Grade 8 
 

Please Note: All suggested summer reading titles are recommended for the 8th grade reading level. It is 
up to you and your parents/guardians to decide which books are appropriate for you. 

 

Your Suggested Summer Reading Goal: 

READ FOUR OR MORE BOOKS! 
“Harvard University assistant education professor James Kim has found that students who read four or more at-level books 

over the summer do better than those who did not when they return to school in the fall. “ – Scholastic Magazine 

 

Top Teacher Suggestions: 
 

Wonder – R. J. Palacio 
Ms. Mac’s Favorite Book of the YEAR for all ages!! 
“I won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're 
thinking, it's probably 
worse.” 
August Pullman was born 
with a facial deformity that, 
up until now, has prevented 
him from going to a 
mainstream school. Starting 
5th grade at Beecher Prep, 
he wants nothing more than 
to be treated as an ordinary 
kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 
extraordinary face. 

- Recommended by Ms. MacGorman & Ms. Both 
 

The Extraordinary Cases of Sherlock Holmes – Sir Arthur 

Conan Doyle 
Read these eight classic Sherlock Holmes mysteries, 
including "The Adventure of the Speckled Band," 
"Silver Blaze," and "The Reigate Puzzle." 
 

The Lord of the Rings: Single-Volume Edition – J.R.R. Tolkien  
A one-volume edition of the trilogy which tells of the 
quest undertaken by the hobbit Frodo and his 
companions to journey across Middle-earth and cast 
the evil One Ring, into the Cracks of Doom. 

 

The Fall of the House of Usher: and other tales – Edgar Allan 
Poe 
This book of short stories presents fifteen tales of 
horror by Edgar Allan Poe, including "The Fall of the 
House of Usher.” 

- Mrs. White, Literacy 
 

Son of the Mob – Carol Plum-Ucci 
Seventeen-year-old Vince's life is constantly 
complicated by the fact that he is the son of a 
powerful Mafia boss, a relationship that threatens to 
destroy his romance with the daughter of an FBI 
agent.  

 

Reality Check – Peter Abrahams 
After a knee injury destroys sixteen-year-old Cody's 
college hopes, he drops out of high school and gets a 
job in his small Montana town, but when his ex-
girlfriend disappears from her Vermont boarding 
school, Cody travels cross-country to join the search.  

- Ms. Both, Literacy 
 

Life As We Knew It (Series) – Susan Beth Pfeffer 
Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda 
describes her family's struggle to survive after a 
meteor hits the moon, causing worldwide tsunamis, 
earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. 

  



Fat Cat – Robin Brande 
Overweight teenage Catherine embarks on a high 
school science project in which she must emulate the 
ways of hominims, the earliest ancestors of human 
beings, by eating an all-natural diet and foregoing 
technology.  

 

Divergent – Veronica Roth 
In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior 
must choose among five predetermined factions to 
define her identity for the rest of her life, a decision 
made more difficult when she discovers that she is an 

anomaly who does not fit into any one group, and that 
the society she lives in is not perfect after all. 
 

The Maze Runner – James Dashner 
Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in 
the middle of a maze and realizes he must work with 
the community in which he finds himself if he is to 
escape.  

- Ms. MacGorman, BMS School Librarian 
 

 
Additional Suggested Titles: 

 
Fever, 1793 – Laurie Halse Anderson 
Sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her 
sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-
reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors 
of the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia in 1793. 

 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian - Sherman 
Alexie 
Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school 
on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-
white farm town school where the only other Native 
American is the school mascot. 
 

The Summer I Turned Pretty – Jenny Han 
Belly spends the summer she turns sixteen at the 
beach just like every other summer of her life, but this 
time things are very different as she finds herself 
falling for a boy she has known since childhood. 
 

Journey to the Center of the Earth - Jules Verne 
Jules Verne's classic nineteenth-century science-
fiction story about a scientist who leads a group on a 
treacherous journey to the center of the earth and 
discovers a lost civilization. 
 

Artichoke’s Heart – Suzanne Supplee 
When she is almost sixteen years old, Rosemary 
decides she is sick of being overweight and feeling out 
of control, and as she slowly loses weight, she realizes 
that she is able to cope with her mother's cancer and 
discovering that other people's lives are not as perfect 
as they seem from the outside.  

 

The Compound - S.E. Bodeen 
Fifteen-year-old Eli, locked inside a radiation-proof 
compound built by his father to keep them safe 
following a nuclear attack, begins to question his 
future, as well as his father's grip on sanity, as the 

family's situation steadily disintegrates over the 
course of six years. 
 

The Once and Future King - T.H. White 
Read the story of the youth and reign of King Arthur, 
the establishment of the Round Table, and the search 
for the Holy Grail. 
 

City of Bones /Mortal Instruments Series – Cassandra Clare 
Suddenly able to see demons and the Darkhunters 
who are dedicated to returning them to their own 
dimension, fifteen-year-old Clary Fray is drawn into 
this bizarre world when her mother disappears and 
Clary herself is almost killed by a monster. 
 

Tiger’s Curse – Colleen Houck 
Seventeen-year-old Oregon teenager Kelsey forms a 
bond with a circus tiger who is actually one of two 
brothers, Indian princes Ren and Kishan, who were 
cursed to live as tigers for eternity, and she travels 
with him to India where the tiger's curse may be 
broken once and for all. 
 

This Dark Endeavor – Kenneth Oppel 
Victor and Konrad Frankenstein are inseparable twin 
brothers who stumble upon The Dark Library, where 
secret books of alchemy and ancient remedies are 
housed, but after their father forbids them to ever 
return to the library Konrad falls gravely ill and Victor 
seeks out a cure for his brother beyond traditional 
medicine. 
 

7 Habits of Highly Effective Teenagers - Sean Covey 
Presents activities designed to help teenagers gain an 
awareness of their character, strengths, and 
weaknesses and improve themselves by strengthening 
their self-esteem, self-control, friendships, and focus 
on goals. 
Images and Summaries from: Titlewave. Follett Library Resources. Titlewave.com 


