
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

 July 14, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John Farrell, Joseph Rossi, Jr., Chris Schmidt and Janet
Waite.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Administrator &
CMFO, Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News, Star Ledger, filed with the
Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 19, 2013.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATION

Fran Mullan, Jay Harzold and Dan Mattson from T&M Associates, preparers of the Sports Field

Usage Analysis issued May 30, 2014, were present.  Mr. Mullan  said T&M met with school
officials and borough representatives to understand current demands on borough, Bernards High,
Middle and Bedwell school facilities, and they reviewed Board of Adjustment Resolution #7-23, the
Chestnut Field Study, information presented at the Upper Polo session on 10/25/12 and the
Recreation Plan Element of the Master Plan.  Mr. Mullan said there are no strict formulas or
standards for determining the number of fields vs. population and that the creation of overlapping
fields is not viable as there is no longer a gap in seasons among sports.  Hours of use of natural grass
fields is the most objective method available for evaluating life expectancy of a given field and
potential shortages in numbers of fields as a factor of overuse.  Studies by the natural turf growers
association formed the basis of the analysis and determinations.

Findings: (1) Natural grass fields in the borough are over scheduled and over used by a factor of
two.  (2)  The primary obstacle to using fields in nearby municipalities, especially for SHSD,  is the
cost of transportation.  (3)  Additional field space is needed.  (4)  Based on hours used, there is a
minimum need for twice as many fields as presently exist.  The level of ballfield usage suggests a
need for a minimum of six to eight additional ball fields.  (5)  Due to the lack of available land, the
options for both the borough and SHSD are limited to maximizing existing space, improving
playability of existing fields and extending the use of current facilities. 

Recommendations:   (1) Complete an environmental investigation of the Chestnut Avenue site and
preliminary concept plan showing how the site could be developed with a regulation sized multi-
purpose field.  (2) Convert the Upper Polo Field to synthetic turf and revisit prior options.  (3) SHSD
should convert the lower fields to synthetic turf and explore the build out of this area to create one
additional multi-use flat field.  (4) If the Chestnut Field option is unpopular, then Lower Polo in
addition to Upper Evankow fields should be converted to synthetic turf, leaving Lower Evankow as
grass.  (5) Evaluate the use of lighting as a means of extending field availability.  (6) Remaining
natural grass flat fields and ballfield outfields should be re-constructed, restored and maintained as
needed based on further site specific analysis.
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Summary:   (1) There is both a qualitative and quantitative deficiency in flat fields and ball fields
available for sports play for both borough and school athletes and limited or no access to additional
land for expansion.  (2) The most expeditious way to solve the deficiency is to convert natural grass
fields to synthetic turf thereby extending the available hours for play.  (3) Weigh the use of lighting
as a component of solving the need for fields.  (4) Two new fields could be added if a Chestnut field
is constructed and the high school lower fields were re-built to provide an additional multi-purpose
flat field with no ballfield overlap.  Coupled with Olcott Field and conversions of Upper Polo and
Upper Evankow fields, this would yield a total of five synthetic turf fields.  

Questions: In response to questions from Councilmembers, Mr. Mullan said cost estimates provided
in the study do not include lighting but additional information could be provided, a list of schools
that have the desirable number of playing fields will be furnished, and that standards of care for
fields and auto and pedestrian traffic assessment was not part of the study.  Mayor Honecker opened
the meeting to the public.  An unidentified speaker asked what other accommodations would be
necessary if the borough pursues the recommendations?  Mr. Rossi responded that auto and
pedestrian traffic would need to be studied. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. dePoortere moved approval of minutes of a meeting held June 23, 2014.  Mr. Schmidt seconded
the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the statement listed above and opened the meeting to the public.  Terry
Thompson, Mine Mount Road, on behalf of the Library Board of Trustees, requested an ordinance
amendment to Article 3.9c of the Borough Code to allow beer at special events conducted by the
Library Board of Trustees at the library.  She said fall events will include a bingo night with pizza
and beer, dedication of the Parsons Garden, and a volunteer award gathering with a wine toast.  Mr.

Farrell moved that #14-1670, AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING CONSUMPTION OF BEER AT

SPECIAL EVENTS CONDUCTED BY THE LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND
SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER III OF THE BOROUGH CODE
ENTITLED "POLICE REGULATIONS", be introduced by title, passed on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00
p.m., August 11, 2014.  Motion was seconded by Mrs. Waite and approved with six yes votes.  Mr.
dePoortere moved to approve serving wine and/or beer at the three events mentioned earlier, Bingo,

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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Parsons Garden Dedication and Volunteer Awards.  Mr. Schmidt seconded the motion, which was
approved with six yes votes.

ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #14-1666, BOND ORDINANCE

APPROPRIATING $2,470,000, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $2,161,000
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH, FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS OR
PURPOSES AUTHORIZED TO BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY.  Hearing no
comments or questions, the public hearing was closed.  Mr. dePoortere moved to pass on final
reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion.  Mr. Rossi said he will vote no on
this ordinance and he provided a written statement to explain his request "that the borough go back
to the voters, via referendum, with a detailed plan to include a schedule of what roads will be
repaired when, a description of what repairs will be made to each road, the useful life of each newly
repaired road, a breakdown of the costs associated with each road repair and its tax implications."  A
call of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Schmidt and Waite voted
yes.  Mr. Rossi voted no.

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on  #14-1667, AN ORDINANCE REPEALING

BOND ORDINANCE #14-1653.  Hearing no comments or questions, the public hearing was
closed.  Mr. dePoortere moved to pass on final reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Waite seconded
and a call of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and
Waite voted yes.  

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #14-1668, AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING

ENTIRE LENGTH OF PILL HILL ROAD AND PORTION OF MEEKER ROAD AS
TRUCK ROUTES AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII OF THE
BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TRAFFIC".  Hearing no comments or questions, the public
hearing was closed.  In response to a question from Mrs. Waite, Chief Valentine explained his
concerns, the purpose of the ordinance and said a sign plan has yet to be determined.  Mr. dePoortere
moved to pass this ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Waite seconded the
motion and a call of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt
and Waite voted yes.  

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #14-1669, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE

BOROUGH DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO
CONDITIONAL USE STANDARDS FOR INSTITUTIONAL USES AND SCHOOLS AND
SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING ARTICLE 12 OF THE BOROUGH LAND

DEVELOPMENT CODE ENTITLED "ZONING".  Hearing no comments or questions, the
Mayor closed the public hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass on final reading and adopt as published. 
Mrs. Waite seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo,
dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes.  
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RESOLUTIONS

#14-142 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $500 AS A SPECIAL ITEM OF
REVENUE IN THE 2014 BUDGET (Ch. 159, P.L. 1948)

#14-143 ACCEPTING A DONATION TO THE BERNARDSVILLE RESCUE SQUAD

#14-144 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2010, 2011, 2012 & 2013
SEWER CHARGES FOR 56 ANDERSON HILL ROAD

#14-145 AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF INACTIVE A.B.C. LICENSE

#14-146 AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF ACTIVE A.B.C. LICENSE

#14-147 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#14-148 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-00023, 44
CENTER STREET

#14-149 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#14-150 AUTHORIZING SOLICITATION OF QUOTES

#14-151 MEMORIALIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF LESLIE ROBERSON, TAX
COLLECTOR

#14-152 APPROPRIATING $17,000 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES REQUIRED IN CONNECTION WITH THE
IMPROVEMENT OF HARDSCRABBLE ROAD

Mr. dePoortere moved adoption of Resolutions #14-142 through #14-151.  Mr. Rossi seconded the
motion, which was approved upon a call of the roll.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell,
Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes.  Mr. DeLeo asked for an explanation for Resolution #14-152. 
Messrs. Macdowall and Pidgeon responded.  Mr. Rossi moved adoption of #14-152.  Mrs. Waite
seconded and a call of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi,
Schmidt and Waite voted yes.  

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s Report as of July 10th was received.
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mrs. Waite said Public Safety has not met recently.  Chief Valentine said the department is now
exclusively using Smart Prepare and he outlined ways the department has contacted residents to

register.  He said the radio station is also up, broadcasting at 1640 AM.  For Finance, Mrs. Waite
said the committee is waiting for recommendations from Public Works in order to put together a five

year Plan.  There was no report from Personnel.  Mr. Rossi reported for Engineering, Technology

& Public Works that Round Top Road construction has begun; estimated completion in 12 weeks. 
The Claremont Pedestrian Bridge/Stairway is complete except for a replacement stair tread nosing. 
Parking in the area has been discussed and the committee wants to pave and stripe.  Condemnation
has been filed to provide for the Post Kennel drainage project and we are waiting for resolution of
construction easement before going to bid.  Mine Mount Road improvement plans have been sent to
NJDOT; easements will be necessary on several properties.   Road design is completed for Park Lane
and a base line topographic survey is done for Bodnar Street.  Repairs to the upper Claremont Road
steps is under consideration.  Engineering and landscape plans have been finalized for Mullens Lane
sidewalk extension project; plans must be submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office. 
Borough sewer line repairs are necessary along Mt. Airy Road prior to commencement of Somerset
County’s project.  Mr. Macdowall reported on the NJDEP request that the dam emergency spillway
be hardened to protect banks in the event of a catastrophic flood and options are being investigated.
The schedule for work for the SBR sewer control project has been submitted.  Mr. Rossi said fascia,
soffit and roof work has been done on Borough Hall.  Quotes have been received for courtroom and
3rd floor air conditioning replacement.  Spray insulation was done in the Borough Hall attic.  A
meeting was held with NJDOT, NJT and a contractor in preparation for Route 202 culvert cleaning. 
Mr. Macdowall noted that a portion of that project will be completed by the borough.  Drainage
issues at the Post Kunhardt and Mine Mount Road intersection are being reviewed.  Mr. Macdowall
discussed quick fix alternatives and commented that the ultimate fix is a drain.  The meeting was
opened at this point for Karen Gardner, Post Kunhardt resident, who discussed her observations
regarding drainage at the intersection.  Mr. Rossi concluded his report with a discussion regarding
funding for fields.  Mr. Maresca reported that the borough does not have the cash to support a down
payment for a $1.4 million field project and that there is a total of about $5.7 million in open space
funds that cannot be used without a referendum.  If a field project is to proceed, action would be
necessary at the August meeting.    

ITEMS OF BUSINESS (none)

OPEN SESSION

Terry Thompson, Mine Mount Road resident, said if turf fields are considered for the borough a
sinking fund should be established to cover eventual replacement costs.  

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. dePoortere moved to adjourn to executive session to consider Personnel Matters, Contract
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Negotiations, Property Acquisition/threatened Litigation, and that the time when and circumstances
under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mr. Rossi
seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

                                                                 ADJOURNMENT                                                                  
                          
The meeting was reopened to the public at 10:05 p.m., then Mr. Rossi moved to adjourn.  Mr. Farrell
seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

_________________________
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