
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

August 15, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.  Present was Council Member
Joseph Rossi.  Participating via phone call were Council Members Jeffrey DeLeo, Michael
dePoortere, and John Farrell.  Janet Waite called in at 11:04 a.m.  Also present were John
Pidgeon, Borough Attorney (via phone) and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough Clerk.  Chris
Schmidt was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News, Star Ledger, filed with the
Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board at 10:17 A.M. on August 13, 2014.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the statement shown below and opened the meeting to the public.  

Hearing no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the open session.

RESOLUTIONS

#14-164, AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC QUESTION TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE
VOTERS TO ALLOW A ONE-TIME EXPENDITURE FROM THE BOROUGH OPEN
SPACE TRUST FUND MONEY IN THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF $1,000,000 FOR
THE INSTALLATION OF A TURF FIELD AT THE UPPER POLO GROUNDS

Pat Wry, Anderson Hill Road, asked if this public question was binding or non-binding.  Mr.
Pidgeon said it is binding to the extent that you cannot spend the money as proposed without
getting public approval.  It is permissive to the extent that it is up to the council to spend the
money once it is authorized.  The council cannot spend this money unless the public approves it,
but even if the public approves it, the council doesn’t have to spend the money.  It would have to
be authorized at that point to spend the money, so it does not mandate the construction of the turf
field, it authorizes the appropriation of money from the Open Space Trust Fund to do so.  Mayor
Honecker asked if conversely, what if the public says no.  Mr. Pidgeon responded, then the
council cannot go ahead and spend money from the Open Space Trust Fund to construct a turf
field, because the council does not have the option to ignore the public, which is why he said it is
binding as opposed to non binding.  

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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Tracey Gribben, Laurelwood Drive, thanked council for their consideration on this topic and said
there are times when the children’s athletics are hindered because we do not have the facilities
we should have.  She asked council to consider the people who most benefit from it.

Mayor Honecker asked if there was anyone else from the public to speak on this Resolution. 
Hearing no one, the Mayor closed the public discussion.  

Mr. Rossi said Mr. Maresca had gone over finances with them.  Mr. DeLeo said Mr. Maresca had
made a statement in letter (email) to the committee.  Mr. dePoortere asked for this letter to be
part of the record.  Mr. Maresca’s email of March 28, 2014 is made part of the record.

Mr. Rossi said it is a serious need in our community and we need to move forward.  

Lights were discussed, and Mr. dePoortere said this is for $1,000,000 for a turf field, and nothing
with lights.  

Mrs. Waite asked what happens if we need $1,200,000?  She said she is concerned we are
moving too quickly and not thinking it out.

Mr. dePoortere moved Resolution #14-164, AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC QUESTION TO BE

SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS TO ALLOW A ONE-TIME EXPENDITURE FROM
THE BOROUGH OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND MONEY IN THE ESTIMATED
AMOUNT OF $1,000,000 FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A TURF FIELD AT THE
UPPER POLO GROUNDS.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion.  A roll call vote followed. 
Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, and Rossi voted yes.  Mrs. Waite voted no.

                                                               ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved to adjourn at 11:30 a.m.  Motion was seconded approved with five yes votes.

______________________
DEPUTY CLERK                   
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