
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

August 11, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John Farrell, Joseph Rossi an Chris Schmidt.  Janet Waite
arrived late.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney and Sandra Jones, Borough
Clerk & Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News, Star Ledger, filed with the
Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 19, 2013.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATION (None)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. dePoortere moved approval of minutes of a meeting held on July 14, 2014.  Mr. Schmidt
seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the statement shown below and opened the meeting to the public.  

Hearing no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the open session.

ORDINANCE

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #14-1670, AN ORDINANCE

ALLOWING CONSUMPTION OF BEER AT SPECIAL EVENTS CONDUCTED BY
THE LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER III OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "POLICE REGULATIONS".  
Council Member Janet Waite arrived at this point in the meeting.  Hearing no comments or
questions, the Mayor closed the public hearing.  Mr. Farrell moved to pass Ordinance #14-1670
on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion and a call of the roll
followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes. 

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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RESOLUTIONS

#14-153 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF REDEMPTION FUNDS TSC 12-00023 - 44
CENTER STREET

#14-154 AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING $2,161,000
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY

#14-155 AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF INACTIVE A.B.C. LICENSE

#14-156 APPOINTING A PART-TIME, SUBSTITUTE SCHOOL CROSSING
GUARD

#14-157 APPOINTING A PART-TIME, SUBSTITUTE DISPATCHER

#14-158 AUTHORIZING DONATION OF OLD LAWN MOWER ATTACHMENT
TO PEAPACK GLADSTONE FOR PARTS

#14-159 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#14-160 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#14-161 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO THE CONTRACT FOR
ROUND TOP ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

#14-162 REJECTING BIDS FOR BOROUGH HALL HVAC AND AUTHORIZING
REBID

#14-163 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $3,379.00 AS A SPECIAL ITEM
OF REVENUE IN THE 2014 BUDGET (Chapter 159, PL 1948)

Mr. Rossi moved approval of Resolutions #14-153 through #14-163.  Mr. dePoortere seconded
the motion, which was approved upon a call of the roll.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere,
Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s Confidential Report dated August 6, 2014 was received. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mrs. Waite reported for the Public Safety Committee that the Police Department National Night
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Out program was a success and registration for the Smart 911 System is ongoing.  Chief
Valentine discussed the department’s Bike Rodeo and the capabilities of Smart 911.  There was

no report from the Finance or Personnel Committees.  Mr. Rossi reported for Engineering,

Technology and the Public Works Committee that the Round Top Road project is moving
along, plans for the upper Mullens Lane sidewalk extension have been filed with the State
Historic Preservation Office, a stop sign will be erected at the Old Army intersection tomorrow
and options for the Claremont steps are being explored.  Drainage improvements at the Kiwanis
Little League field are moving along and it is expected that they should alleviate flooding onto
Liberty Road.  Other projects pending or in planning stages were briefly discussed.  The Route
202 bridge project in Far Hills, scheduled for completion on or around Labor Day, may be
delayed.  Mr. Macdowall, Public Works Manager, was directed to ask Somerset County about
work that will be done on the Mt. Airy Road project during September, and report back at the
next meeting.  Efforts, or lack thereof, to get the Route 202 culvert cleaned out were discussed
and it was agreed that a meeting of all the parties involved (Borough, NJT and DOT) is
necessary.  Mayor Honecker suggested including Senator Bucco.   

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Turf field at the Polo Grounds

Mr. Rossi said because money is tight and available open space property is limited, he
recommends using about half of the estimated $6 million in Open Space funds to improve fields. 
Mr. Pidgeon said a referendum would be necessary.  Mayor Honecker said he preferred property
acquisition first.  Mrs. Waite said a plan is needed before moving ahead with field projects. 
Discussion continued.  Mr. Rossi moved, Mr. dePoortere seconded to adopt a resolution to place
a referendum on the ballot to install turf on the Upper Polo field at a cost of $1 million.  Mr.
Pidgeon said the question would be binding.  There was no vote on the motion and it was
decided to refine the resolution prior to the next meeting.  The Clerk was directed to check the
filing due date for ballot questions, and to schedule a special meeting, if necessary, in order to
meet that deadline.

Suburban JIF Insurance Commitment for 2015-2018

Borough Membership in the Suburban JIF expires on January 1, 2015.  It was decided to renew,
and the Borough Clerk was directed to prepare the appropriate resolution to renew membership
for 2015-2018, for consideration at the next meeting.   

Turn the Towns Teal request

Turn the Towns Teal is a national campaign to create awareness of ovarian cancer and its
symptoms.  Local campaign representatives requested, via an email dated August 1st,  permission
to display biodegradable ribbons in the center of town during the month of September.  There
was unanimous consent from the Borough Council.
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Request to place a storage shed at the Polo Grounds

Via an email request, Chris Trebus of the lacrosse team requested permission to "put a (10 x 10)
shed somewhere" at the Polo Grounds.  It was agreed to carry this request to the next meeting
pending additional information on the proposed request from the Recreation Department. 

Correspondence 

Claire Chamberlain, resident at 1 Somerset Avenue, in an email dated July 31st, complained
about the condition of the Claremont Steps, which have been closed to the public for some time. 
Mr. Rossi said the Public Works Committee is reviewing options and will have a proposal in the
next few weeks.  The Public Works Manager was directed to obtain quotes for Somerset
sidewalk and steps repairs.  

Hazard Mitigation Energy Grant (Bernardsville OEM)

Chief Valentine advised that the borough received notification that up to $75,000 is available
from the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, and he recommended filing an application, due
September 1st, for a backup generator for the Bernardsville Library, a site that is a qualified
shelter on the hazard mitigation list and is used for emergency purposes. In order to gather
technical information necessary to file, he recommended appointing Tetra Tech, Inc. and DLB
Associates, at a cost not to exceed $3,600 each.  This is a reimbursement grant, the cash match
has been waived, and the application must be approved by FEMA.  The Chief said he believes
the borough will be successful with an application, but cautioned there is a possibility FEMA
could "back out".  It was decided to proceed.  Mr. Rossi moved to authorize Professional
Services Agreements with Tetra Tech, Inc. and DLB Associates, not to exceed $3,600 each.  Mrs.
Waite seconded the motion.  A call of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere,
Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes.    

OPEN SESSION

Terry Thompson, President of the Library Board, said that Library staff will help with the Hazard
Mitigation Energy Grant application process if help is needed.  

Elizabeth Byrne, 103 Chestnut Avenue, stated that she is disturbed by what she heard tonight
(regarding fields), and complained that sprinklers at the field near her home are on day and night,
wasting water and flooding the fields.  She said she observed landscapers walking away because
the field was too wet to work, and that this problem has been going on for years!  Mr. Macdowall
said the sprinklers are on timers; Mr. Rossi said he will look into the matter.  Mrs. Byrne asked if
lights are proposed at the field?  She was told no lights are proposed.
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CLOSED SESSION

Mr. dePoortere moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Pending litigation - Sperry

condemnation, a matter of Attorney/client privilege - Claremont Field title dispute with Old Mill

Manor, and Acquisition of Property, and that the time when and circumstances under which the
matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  The public was advised
that no action is anticipated following the closed session.  Motion to close was seconded by Mr.
Schmidt and approved with six yes votes.

                                                               ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. dePoortere moved to open the meeting to public, then adjourn at 9:20 p.m.  Motion was
seconded by Mr. Schmidt and approved with six yes votes.

______________________
BOROUGH CLERK               
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