
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

November 10, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members

Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Joseph Rossi and Janet Waite.  Chris

Schmidt was absent from this meeting.  Also present were John R. Pidgeon, Borough Attorney,

Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., Administrator & CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant

Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star

Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December

19, 2013.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the statement listed above and opened the public portion.  Mike Cleary of

91 Mount Harmony Road complained about storm water run off onto his property, discussed

measures taken to no avail by the Road Department, and said in his opinion the "fill is too high." 

He asked for immediate measures to rectify the problem, and the Borough Administrator was

directed to inform the Public Works Manager.  

Pat Frame, Chestnut Avenue, asked if a sidewalk for Chestnut can be considered?  Mr. Rossi

asked if the cross country path, if stone were installed, would be an option for walkers?  Chief

Valentine expressed concerns about children walking thru a wooded area.  Mr. Frame thanked

the Police Department for their response to a recent area break in, and he asked if the Dreesen

property has interest for the borough?  Mayor Honecker said the property was considered, but

held no interest.

Christine Zamarra discussed upcoming events sponsored by the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign,

also listed on the borough web site.  She asked about progress on the Mine Mount sidewalk?  Mr.

Rossi said the borough is working on easements for same and that sidewalk installation should be

done in the Spring of 2015.  Mrs. Zamarra reported that in her opinion the lighting at the

Claremont Field is not adequate.  Mayor Honecker closed the open portion of the meeting.  

PRESENTATION

The Oath of Office was administered to Justin Alt, Probationary Police Officer, who began

working on this date.  

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinances 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #14-1673, AN ORDINANCE

AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE #14-1651.  Hearing no comments or questions, the

Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass this ordinance on final reading and adopt as

published.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Council

Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi and Waite voted yes.  Mr. Schmidt was absent.

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #14-1674, SALARY ORDINANCE

FOR BOROUGH DISPATCHERS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE IBEW, LOCAL

1158.  Hearing no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr. Farrell moved to

pass this ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion and

a call of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi and Waite voted

yes.  Mr. Schmidt was absent.

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #14-1675, SALARY ORDINANCE

FOR SERGEANTS AND LIEUTENANTS OF THE BERNARDSVILLE POLICE

DEPARTMENT.  Hearing no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr. Farrell

moved to pass this ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. DeLeo seconded the

motion and a call of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi and

Waite voted yes.  Mr. Schmidt was absent.

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #14-1676, SALARY ORDINANCE

FOR PATROLMEN AND DETECTIVES OF THE BERNARDSVILLE POLICE

DEPARTMENT.  Hearing no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr.

dePoortere moved to pass this ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Waite

seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere,

Farrell, Rossi and Waite voted yes.  Mr. Schmidt was absent.

RESOLUTIONS

#14-208 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-00023

#14-209 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR SLUDGE REMOVAL

#14-210 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR LIQUID ALUM

#14-211 CONFIRMING APPOINTMENT OF JUSTIN ALT AS A

PROBATIONARY POLICE OFFICER

#14-212 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS
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#14-213 REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES IN DEVELOPER’S

AGREEMENT WITH 2012 BERNARDSVILLE ASSOCIATES, LLC.,

RELATIVE TO PROPOSED CHASE BANK, SITE PLAN APPLICATION

SP-217 P&F

#14-214 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. dePoortere moved approval of Resolutions #14-208 through #14-214.  Mr. Rossi seconded

the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi

and Waite voted yes.  Mr. Schmidt was absent.

Lions Club holiday decorations

A letter/request was considered from John Fenimore on behalf of the Lions Club, to display a

"Christmas Tree in the center of town and wreaths in and around the town."  Mr. Rossi moved

approval.  Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.  

Passaic River Coalition membership

Membership in the Passaic River Coalition, a non-profit environmental organization, was

considered.  There was no interest at this time.

Fire Company 3rd Annual 5K

Chief Valentine expressed concerns with safety and the proposed route of the 5K planned for

December 6.  The Chief said he is not at all sure it is possible to amend the route, which crosses

Claremont Road twice, but that he would like an opportunity to discuss alternatives, and he

recommended conditional approval of the event.  Mr. Rossi moved conditional approval, pending

approval of the route by the Police Department and receipt of certificates of insurance and a Hold

Harmless Agreement.  Mr. Waite seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

 

Correspondence 

A letter dated October 21 was received from the Somerset County Planning Board regarding the

State Water Quality Management Planning Rule (WQMP) amendment process, and informing

the borough that a Municipal Planning Chairs/Wastewater Management Plan Committee Forum

is being organized by the County Planning Board to discuss the proposed amendments and their

impact on Somerset County municipalities.  

Council Reorganization

A schedule of meetings was approved for 2015 and it was agreed to give public notice of Council

Reorganization at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 5, 2015.  The Borough Clerk distributed lists of

terms expiring on December 31st.
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Merchant Parking

Mayor Honecker acknowledged receipt of a letter from Caesar Mistretta, Bernardsville Chamber

of Commerce, on behalf of Alan Russo of Sette Cucina Restaurant, who is required by Planning

Board Resolution to purchase five (5) parking decals to satisfy off-street requirements for his

business, but has refused to do so.  The Borough Clerk explained that she and Mr. Mondok have

both talked with Mr. Russo to explain that he must comply with the terms of the resolution or file

an appeal with the board for relief, and that due to the increased interest in enforcement she

proposes to send the following reminder letter for 2015:

"Enclosed are applications for parking decals for the spaces you are obligated by resolution to

purchase.  Decals must be obtained no later than December 31, 2014, so that they can be

installed for the new year. 

Please note that failure to annually purchase decals for the required number of off-street parking

spaces at the borough’s Mt. Airy parking lot shall vacate any borough approvals for the business

use, and a penalty may be imposed pursuant to Section 1-5, General Penalty, Revised General

Ordinances, for each and every day that the violation of this provision continues.  Nothing

contained herein shall prohibit a business owner from filing an application to the appropriate

board for modifications of an approved parking variance.

Completed decal applications may be filed in the Office of the Borough Clerk.  Payment may be

made by cash (exact amount, please) or check payable to the Borough of Bernardsville."   

The Borough Clerk was directed to send copies of the letter to property owners.      

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. dePoortere moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Contract matters (housing

inspections), and that the time when and circumstances under which the matter can be disclosed

to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was

approved with five yes votes.  

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

Mr. dePoortere moved to adjourn the executive session and reopen the meeting to the public. 

Mrs. Waite seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.  Mayor Honecker

adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m.

__________________________
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