
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Minutes

 November 24, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members 
Michael dePoortere, Joseph Rossi, Chris Schmidt and Janet Waite.  Jeffrey J. DeLeo arrived at
7:02 p.m. and John Farrell was absent.  Also present were John R. Pidgeon, Borough Attorney,
and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News, Star Ledger, filed with the
Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 19, 2013.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATION (none)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. dePoortere moved approval of minutes of October 27 (Mrs. Waite was absent) and
November 10 (Mr. Schmidt was absent).  Mr. Schmidt seconded the motion, which was
approved with four yes votes.  Mr. DeLeo arrived at this point in the meeting.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the statement listed above and opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing
no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the open session.

ORDINANCES (none)

RESOLUTIONS

#14-215 APPOINTING A PART-TIME, SUBSTITUTE SCHOOL CROSSING

GUARD

#14-216 APPOINTING A PART-TIME, SUBSTITUTE DISPATCHER

#14-217 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#14-218 RESCINDING RESOLUTION #14-157

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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#14-219 SETTING RECREATION FEES

#14-220 RELEASE OF PHASE 1 PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE & ESCROW IN

DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT WITH 2012 BERNARDSVILLE ASSOC., 

LLC., RELATIVE TO PROPOSED CHASE BANK, SITE PLAN

APPLICATION SP-217 P&F

#14-221 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#14-222 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#14-223 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#14-224 APPOINTING NEIL SCHETELICK AND STEPHEN VODA AS CODE

ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR

ENFORCEMENT OF THE BOROUGH HOUSING ORDINANCE

Mr. dePoortere moved adoption of Resolutions #14-215 through #14-224.  Mr. Rossi seconded
the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Rossi, Schmidt
and Waite voted yes.  Mr. Farrell was absent.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of November 19, 2014 was accepted.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mrs. Waite said no Public Safety meeting was held since the last Council meeting and that the

Finance Committee reviewed the borough’s debt.  More on that topic later in this meeting. 

There was no report from the Personnel Committee.  Mr. Rossi reported for Engineering,

Technology & Public Works, that several roads have been paved, work on Post Kennel will
start this week, Round Top is nearly complete, Post Kunhardt and Roebling engineering work is
in progress, and the box culvert cleaning project under Route 202 is scheduled to begin next
week.  He said no impact on traffic is anticipated since the work will be done underground.  The
DOT has completed curbing repairs at various locations along Route 202.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Little League scoreboards

Paul Wry, Steve Schwed and Mike Falduto from Somerset Hills Little League were present to
discuss a proposal to donate four scoreboards; two at Kiwanis Field, one at Rose Bowl Field and
one at Claremont Field.  Mr. Wry said the existing scoreboards at Kiwanis and Rose Bowl are
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"aged out", and Claremont has no scoreboard at present.  The new energy efficient signs are
approximately 5' x 10'. Mr. Schwed said they hope to have the new scoreboards in place when
the season opens on April 11.  Mrs. Waite spoke about future work by the borough at Claremont
Field and expressed concerns about conflicts?  Mr. Schwed said they want to purchase four at
once, to save money, but they can be flexible with location and would be open to moving the
scoreboard at Claremont if it becomes necessary in the future.  It was moved by Mr. dePoortere
to accept donation of four scoreboards, subject to receipt of certificates of insurance, permits,
Council final approval of location, and communication with Public Works and the Recreation
Committee.  Moved further that the Little League shall find a new use/purpose for the existing
scoreboards.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.      

2015 Holidays B proposed changes

The list of 2015 holidays was reviewed.  The Borough Clerk said that traditionally, employees
work on General Election Day and receive a day off on Friday after Thanksgiving.  During 2015, 
office employees request permission to work on Lincoln’s Birthday, Thursday, February 12,
2015, in exchange for a floating holiday. This trade benefits the public since the offices will be
open on Lincoln’s Birthday, a holiday not generally observed by the business community.  There
was consent for the proposal to trade Lincoln’s Birthday for a floating holiday.  
  

Holiday displays at the borough pond

Consent was given for holiday displays to be placed across the pond by the Lions Club and the
Chabad Center of Basking Ridge which will include a creche, menorah, snowflakes, and candy
canes.  A certificate of insurance has been posted by the Lions Club and is expected from the
Chabad Center.  Mr. Rossi advised that displays will be up by December 8.    

Holly Days Tree Lighting on December 6

Borough Council acknowledged receipt of a certificate of insurance and Hold Harmless
Agreement posted by the Chamber of Commerce for the Holly Days Tree Lighting in Olcott
Square on December 6 from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Street Fair Contract

A Street Fairs. org contract was considered for May 3, 2015.  Council Members were asked if
they were in favor of a fair during 2015?  Five members were not in favor.    

Background Checks for Certain Employees/Contractors

A draft ordinance requiring background checks for borough employees and outside contractors
whose duties require them to enter residents’ homes was briefly reviewed.  Mr. Pidgeon said the
ordinance is a work in progress and is pending review by the Police Chief.  
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Piers at driveway entrances 

Mr. Rossi said certain residential driveway entrances are too narrow for fire trucks because piers
have been constructed too close together.  A 14' span is recommended.  He requested that an
ordinance amendment be considered by Fire Prevention and the Planning Board. 

Debt projection

John Cassells, Treasurer, was present to discuss debt service schedules he prepared for
consideration.  Schedule A shows present outstanding debt as of December 31, 2014, but does
not include approximately $8,000,000 for the road improvement program still unauthorized. 
Schedule B shows what would need to be appropriated annually to retire the existing temporary
debt and avoid a bond sale.  More information to follow at future meetings.    

Correspondence (none)

Potential Shared Services

Mrs. Waite reported on a recent meeting she attended with representatives of Bedminster
Township, who have expressed an interest in exploring shared services with Bernardsville for
recreation and fields.  Mayor Honecker noted that a shared court is also a possibility for the
future.   

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened/closed.  No members of the public were present at this point.

CLOSED SESSION (none held)

Public Works issues

Mrs. Waite referred to a storm water run off concern reported by a Mt. Harmony Road resident
during the open session on November 10, and suggested the Borough Council needs advance
knowledge of residents complaints and concerns.  Mayor Honecker said all departments should
ask residents to file a Citizen Complaint form which go thru channels and are reported monthly
to the Borough Council.  Mrs. Waite’s request was referred to the Public Works Committee.      

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Honecker adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m.  
_________________________
BOROUGH CLERK

BC112414.MIN


