
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Minutes

 September 22, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John Farrell, Joseph Rossi, Chris Schmidt and Janet
Waite.  Also present were John R. Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr.,
Administrator & CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News, Star Ledger, filed with the
Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 19, 2013.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATION (None)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. dePoortere moved approval of minutes of meetings held August 11, August 15 (Absent: Mr.
Schmidt), August 27 (Absent: Messrs. DeLeo, Farrell, Schmidt), and September 8.  Motion was
seconded by Mr. Farrell and approved with six yes votes.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the statement listed above and opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing
no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the open session.  

ORDINANCE

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on Ordinance #14-1671, AN ORDINANCE

APPROPRIATING $90,000 FROM THE BOROUGH OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION OF DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS AT CLAREMONT FIELD. 
Hearing no questions or comments, the Mayor closed the hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass the
ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion.  Mrs. Waite
asked for more information; Mr. Rossi responded with details about the project.  A call of the roll
followed.  Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes.

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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RESOLUTIONS

Discussion on #14-171, ABANDONING ANY CLAIMS THE BOROUGH MAY HAVE TO

A PORTION OF LOT 39 IN BLOCK 69, was held for Executive Session.   

Resolution #14-173, AUTHORIZING AN ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES CONTRACT

WITH ANIMAL CONTROL SOLUTIONS, LLC, was tabled until the next meeting on
October 14, in order to discuss the possibility of a two year contract with Animal Control
Services.  

Mr. dePoortere moved approval of Resolutions #14-174 through #14-182, as follows:

#14-174 CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR 2013 AUDIT REPORT OF THE
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, SOMERSET COUNTY, NEW
JERSEY

#14-175 AMENDING RESOLUTION #14-131 AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT
WITH SILBERT REALTY AND MANAGEMENT COMPANY, INC.

#14-176 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A STORAGE SHED INSURANCE
AGREEMENT

#14-177 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $561.45 AS A SPECIAL ITEM
OF REVENUE IN THE 2014 BUDGET (Chapter 159, P.L. 1948)

#14-178 APPOINTING A PART-TIME/SUBSTITUTE DISPATCHER

#14-179 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF FY 2015 MUNICIPAL AID GRANT
APPLICATION

#14-180 APPROVING SETTLEMENT OF POST KENNEL ROAD
CONDEMNATION ACTION

#14-181 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#14-182 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. Rossi seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Members DeLeo, dePoortere,
Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s Report as of September 17 was received.  
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

For the Public Safety Committee, Mrs. Waite reported some concerns regarding the suggestion
to close Olcott Avenue for Sunday Fun Days, as suggested by Christine Zamarra.  Residents
would have to be polled in advance and insurance implications would have to be reviewed by the
JIF Risk Managers.  Mayor Honecker said to hold the matter; no action was taken.  Mrs. Waite

said the Finance Committee met prior to this meeting and several items discussed by the

committee were held for Executive Session.  Mr. Farrell said Personnel Matters will be
discussed in Executive Session.  

Mr. Rossi reported for Engineering, Technology & Public Works.  Round Top Road piping is
in; waiting for mark out for curbing.  Kiwanis drainage is in; topsoil and seeding done.  We want
council to consider use of the wooded area for parking expansion.  There are no deed restrictions 
but it’s on Green Acres, so direction is needed.  Post Kunhardt surveys are done for the entire
road, and we’re waiting to go forward.  Regarding Claremont culvert cleaning, the county is 
coming back with their subcontractor to clean all the silt further up the channel.  Peter’s Tract is
in process; work may wait till the leaves are off trees and they can find things a lot better. 
Regarding the Mt. Airy Road project, we are looking for a price to get the storm sewer looked at,
and then the county will tell us when they’re ready to start. Post Kennel is ready to go to bid. 
The SBR project has begun at the sewer plant. Everything has been filed with the state for the
Mullens Lane sidewalk extension, and are waiting for a response from SHPO.  Public Works is
working with a Mine Mount resident on the possibility of removing two big oaks and three pine
trees at the Claremont/Seney/Mine Mount intersection.  We need line of sight, and want to raise
the road and walkway resulting in a redesign of that intersection.  Bodnar plans for piping and
drainage are moving forward.  Park Lane is moving forward with drainage.  The topo is done for
Hardscrabble and plans are in the works.  On Sycamore, the engineer is finalizing plans.  Milling
and paving on Seney will hopefully be done when school is not in session.  There are another ten
roads on the list we’re going to try to pave, knocking off three or four roads a day.  The Mayor
asked if Round Top will be paved this year?  Mr. Rossi answered yes. 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Electrical expenses for scoreboard at Polo Grounds

Following discussion regarding responsibility for future electrical expenses for the scoreboard at
the Polo Grounds, Mr. dePoortere moved that the borough should pay them.  Mr. Schmidt
seconded the motion which was unanimously approved; six yes votes.

Somerset County Transportation Contract

Mr. Farrell moved to advise Somerset County that the borough wishes to continue services
during 2015.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.  
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Parking decals

Mr. dePoortere reported on the parking study committee review of issues, shared maps of the
borough lots and asked for clear direction for the committee. Suggestions mentioned included
expanding merchant parking to 52 spaces and the use of muni-meters.  The borough clerk was
instructed to order decals for 2015, and the proposed fee resolution was carried to the meeting on
October 14.  It was also decided to ask the Public Works Manager to explore with Somerset
County the impact on our lot during the Mt. Airy road improvement project scheduled for next
year.  

Repair of Claremont steps

Mayor Honecker recused himself from this discussion.  A proposal from John Cortese Masons
for repair of the steps and stone wall was reviewed; total cost $35,800.  Due to the high cost,
Mrs. Waite and Mr. Farrell favored removal rather than repair.  Mr. DeLeo favored repair.  No
action was taken, but it was agreed that Mr. Rossi would seek a revised, lower proposal and
report back at a future meeting.  

Travel girls basketball

Via a memo dated 9/17/14, the Recreation Director advised that it appears there are insufficient
Bernardsville residents to field a team this fall and she asked if Recreation can invite non-
residents to tryout?  It was agreed to ask the Recreation Director to draft a policy to explain the
particulars for review by the Mayor and Council at the October 14 meeting.  

Parking/storage for JBL Electric

JBL Electric has begun work on the WWTP SBR System Improvement Project and the Public
Works Manager has recommended that the contractor be authorized to use the premises at the
borough’s Route 202 property opposite the wastewater treatment plant while performing the
work.  The suggestion was approved by acclamation.  

Correspondence (none)

OPEN SESSION

The Mayor opened the session.  Hearing no comments/questions, the open session was closed. 

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. dePoortere moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider PBA Collective Bargaining

Negotiations, Anticipated Litigation/RR Station Sublease, and Contract Negotiations/Personnel -

Housing Inspector.  (Qualified topics:  Collective Bargaining, Contract Negotiations, Personnel
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Matters, Pending or Anticipated Litigation, Property Acquisition), and that the time when and
circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally
resolved.  Motion was seconded by Mrs. Waite and approved with six yes votes.

Mr. dePoortere moved to reopen the meeting to the public.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion,
which was approved with six yes votes.  

Kiwanis Field Parking

Mr. DeLeo asked the Borough Attorney if parking can be extended into the Green Acres area
adjacent to the Kiwanis Field?  Mr. Pidgeon responded there does not appear to be any
restrictions recited in the deeds, but we have to get Green Acres approval because these lots are
included in the Borough’s Recreation and Open Space Inventory as “unfunded” parkland and are
thus subject to some Green Acres restrictions.  Mr. Rossi asked if the appropriate documents can
be filed?  He commented we have the fill, we have plenty of people to do it as a gift in-kind at no
cost to the borough.  Mr. Pidgeon will follow up with Green Acres.

Resolution #14-171

Mrs. Waite moved adoption of Resolution #14-171, ABANDONING ANY CLAIMS THE

BOROUGH MAY HAVE TO A PORTION OF LOT 39 IN BLOCK 69.  Mr. dePoortere
seconded the motion; approved with six yes votes. 

                                                               ADJOURNMENT                                                              
                                   
Mayor Honecker adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m. 

____________________
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