
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Minutes
 August 2, 2012

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 8:35 a.m.   Present were Council
Members John F. Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence and Kevin Sooy.  Also present
were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney (via telephone), John Cassells, Auditor, Ralph Maresca,
Jr., Administrator/CMFO, Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  Council
Members John McCrossan and Joseph Rossi were absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and Star Ledger,
filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on July 30, 2012.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments/questions, the Mayor 
closed the open session.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Comprehensive plan for road projects

Mr. Lawrence explained that the Public Works Committee is proposing repair and/or resurfacing
roads over a period of three to four years, at a cost of approximately $10,000,000, to be borrowed
in increments of four/three/three years.  In that regard, Mr. Pidgeon provided Draft #1.1 of a
Resolution entitled AUTHORIZING A NONBINDING REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTION
OF WHETHER THE BOROUGH SHOULD UNDERTAKE A MAJOR CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT TO IMPROVE THE BOROUGH’S STREETS AND ROADS.    

Projects would be prioritized pursuant to a road survey prepared by Ferriero Engineering in 2010
and recently updated by the Public Works Manager.  Messrs. Cassells and Maresca discussed
financing options, noting that 5% down payment is needed for bonds or notes.  Mr. Cassells
estimated the maximum life of road projects at ten years; to be verified by Bond Counsel.

The Public Question was considered and revised to read "Should the Borough of Bernardsville

undertake a major road reconstruction and improvement project over the course of the next ten

years at an estimated aggregate cost of $10,000,000, of which approximately 95% will be

financed through the issuance of bonds or bond anticipation notes?" 

The Interpretive Statement was considered and revised to read "If this question is approved by

the voters, the Mayor and Council will consider adopting an ordinance or ordinances

appropriating approximately $10,000,000 for a major road reconstruction and improvement

project, and authorizing the issuance of approximately $10,000,000 in bonds or bond

anticipation notes to finance such appropriation.  Using today’s interest rates, it is estimated

that this will result in a 1 ½% to 2% increase in the local tax rate (which will be outside the 2%

CAP).  If this question is approved by the voters, the governing body will authorize the debt in a 
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fiscally responsible manner which will minimize the impact on taxes, while allowing the project

to be completed on a timely basis.  The governing body will initially use the 2010 Pavement

Rating/Road Reconstructions Costs Study, prepared by the Borough Public Works Department,

as updated, to determine the specific projects that will be undertaken, however, no final

decisions will be made until public hearings have been held and the governing body has received

input from the residents of the Borough." 

It was noted for the record that the language of the question and statement is evolving, that
Council Members can send their thoughts on both to the Borough Attorney until the next
meeting, and that the question and statement will be finalized at the regularly scheduled meeting
on August 13, in order to file with the County Clerk by the statutory deadline.        

Scoreboard at Polo Grounds

Mr. Maresca advised the group that he is about to authorize JCP&L to bill the Borough for
electricity serving the new scoreboard which was donated by Pop Warner.  He said there has
been some question about who is responsible for future electricity charges.  Recreation Fees
adopted by resolution include a $20 charge for Rosebowl lights.  With that precedent, a fee for
electricity serving scoreboards could be considered, and included in the fee schedule or built into
the field use charges.                  

ADJOURNMENT

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 9:45 a.m.
______________________
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