
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
October 22, 2012 

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 6:30 p.m.  Present were Council
Members John F. Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John McCrossan and Joseph
Rossi.  Council Member Kevin Sooy was absent.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough
Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., Administrator and CMFO and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk
and Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January 4,
2012 and on September 25, 2012 changing the starting time of this meeting to 6:30 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to executive session to consider potential property acquisition,
and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public
is when they are finally resolved.  Mr. Lawrence moved to open the meeting to the public at
approximately 7:00 p.m.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes
votes.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Michael Catania of Conservation Resources, Inc., the borough’s Open Space consultant, was
present.  Mr. Catania recommended a public meeting to discuss the Bernardsville Borough Open
Space and Recreation Plan (adopted October 2002) update, and to seek public input on open
space planning and acquisition.  It was decided to schedule the meeting at the Community Room
at Bernards High School at 7:00 p.m. on December 5, if that facility is available.     
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Foster moved approval of Minutes of meetings held September 24, October 2 and 9.  Mr.
Lawrence seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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Mayor Honecker read the statement shown above and opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing
no comments or questions, the public session was closed.

ORDINANCE 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #12-1615, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING

THREE-WAY STOP INTERSECTION AT OLD FORT ROAD-SOUTHERLY

INTERSECTION AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII OF THE

BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "TRAFFIC".  With no comments or questions on the
ordinance, the Mayor closed the public hearing.   Mr. Lawrence moved to pass on final reading
and to adopt as published.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion and the ordinance was adopted upon a
call of the roll; Council Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan, and Rossi voted yes. 

RESOLUTIONS

#12-203 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2012 SEWER

CHARGES FOR BLOCK 41, LOT 17.02, 16 BODNAR STREET,

ASSESSED IN THE YEAR 2012 TO FELICIA GARNES

#12-204 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2012 TAXES FOR

BLOCK 28, LOT 27, 73 HULL ROAD, ASSESSED IN THE YEAR OF 2012

TO GORDON A. & KELLY J. HUNT

#12-205 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#12-206 AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR

PHASE 1 WATER DAMAGE RESTORATION IN POLICE

HEADQUARTERS

#12-207 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO THE CONTRACT WITH

SANZARI ASPHALT MAINTENANCE FOR ELMER AVENUE ROAD

AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

#12-208 SETTING RECREATION FEES

#12-209 REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER FOR

THE BERNARDSVILLE COMMUNITY GARDEN TRUST ACCOUNT

REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 40A-29
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#12-210 AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT WITH

2012 BERNARDSVILLE ASSOCIATES, LLC., RELATIVE TO

PROPOSED CHASE BANK, SITE PLAN APPLICATION SP-217 P&F

#12-211 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

Resolutions #12-206 and 209 were held for discussion.  Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of
Resolutions #12-203, 204, 205, 207, 208, 210 and 211.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion which
was approved upon a call of the roll; Council Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan
and Rossi voted yes.  

Mr. McCrossan questioned the contract amount shown in Resolution #12-206.  Following
discussion, paragraph (3) of the resolution was amended to read "The amount of this contract
shall not exceed $750.00.  Contractor shall meet with the Public Works Manager and the Chief

of Police for consultation."  Mr. Rossi moved adoption of #12-206, AUTHORIZING A

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR PHASE 1 WATER DAMAGE

RESTORATION IN POLICE HEADQUARTERS.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion which
was approved upon a call of the roll; Council Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan
and Rossi voted yes.  

In response to questions from Mr. Rossi relative to Resolution #12-209, Mrs. Foster advised that
Wanda Knapik manages the garden and water is available.  Regarding bill list resolutions, Mr.
Rossi asked if additional information on bills can be provided?  Mr. Maresca said he would see

what is possible.  Mrs. Foster moved adoption of #12-209, REQUESTING PERMISSION

FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER FOR THE BERNARDSVILLE COMMUNITY

GARDEN TRUST ACCOUNT REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 40A-29.  Mr. Lawrence seconded
the motion which was approved upon a call of the roll; Council Members Farrell, Foster,
Lawrence, McCrossan and Rossi voted yes.  

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s confidential, written report as of October 17, was received.  Mr. Pidgeon reported
that the New Jersey Supreme Court is scheduled to hear COAH appeals on November 7.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety

Mr. Rossi reported that the committee will discuss personnel changes that will result from the
Captain’s retirement as well as traffic issues during the morning rush at the elementary and
middle schools.
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Finance

Mr. McCrossan reported the committee will meet in November to review budget line transfers. 
Mayor Honecker said Mr. Lawrence will share facts to show that turf field construction can occur
without any incremental cost to the tax payer and be concluded in 4 to 5 years.   Mr. Lawrence
said "to finance the 1.2 million dollar project we are proposing to put $500,000 down and the
source of that would be $200,000 from the capital improvement fund, $100,000 from open space
fund, and $200,000 from savings in debt that is retiring, leaving $700,000 to be borrowed.  In
order to address the $700,000 to be borrowed we would pay four payments of $175,000 each year
starting in 2014.  The principal balance is $500,000 in 2013.  The breakdown of $175,000 cash
payment in 2014 B 2017 is $50,000 from open space out of $90,000 leaving $40,000 in open
space to be used for other purposes.  $125,000 comes from the capital improvement fund out of
the $175,000 budgeted there leaving $50,000 the first year.  Right now there is $150,000 in there;
we are taking $125,000 out, leaving $25,000 at which point in 2014 we would reallocate
$175,000 to that amount and maintain a capital improvement fund at $200,000.  Total interest on
bonds and notes goes up 14.5% from 2012 to 2013; this is what we have currently.  It goes down
1.4% from 2013 to 2014, down .6% from 2014 to 2015, down 2.6% from 2015 to 2016, and goes
down 2% from 2016 to 2017.  This allows us to continue harvesting or allocating from capital
improvement fund that $125,000.  The open space fund currently has $230,000 so we are not
cleaning that out; we are leaving $130,000."

Mr. Rossi asked what happened to the $500,000 - $700,000 that is coming from the county?  The
Mayor responded there is no money coming from the county for this project.  Mr. Rossi said he
was told at a republican fundraiser that this money would be forthcoming for the field and said
we need to check on this because it would be a big difference on this spreadsheet.  

Mr. McCrossan discussed the significance of bonding and how it relates to overall debt service of
the Borough.  "At the end of the year in 2011 the outstanding bonds are $4,613,000, notes
$3,389,800 for a total of $8,002,800.  That is the total outstanding balance of borrowed money. 
If you come forward from that in 2012, by the end of this year we are at $7,801,300 of short and
long term bonds and notes.  At the end of 2013 that outstanding amount will increase by
$664,000.  At the end of 2014 it will increase another $214,000 and in 2015 it will increase
another $40,000 with a balance of $8,719,300.  At the end of 2016 with a gross of $8,832,300
which is another $113,000 however at the year end of 2017 the balance outstanding will reduce
itself to $7,681,500 we will have paid $1,150,800 back toward the principle over a period of time
between 2012 and 2017.  These outstanding debts are not only for the turf.  They also include the
normal borrowing each year in the amount of about $900,000 to support capital improvements
for roads and other things such as OEM, Police, and vehicles.  $700,000 for turf and 4.5 million a
year borrowed for a total of 5.2 million dollars.  Although we borrow 5.2 million dollars over the
period of time on a straight line basis it means if we were to borrow it now the total principle
would be 13 million dollars, however, we will have paid back $5,319,000 by the year 2017 to
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arrive at a remaining balance of $7,681,000, so the plan does work very well and we can do this
without an impact to the tax payers."   Mr. Rossi asked the interest rates for the 5 years?  Mr.
Lawrence answered 2% is assumed, based upon input from bond counsel. 

Personnel (no report)

Engineering, Technology & Public Works

Mr. Lawrence reported on current projects.  On Old Fort Road one resident has a problem with
the connection between the road and the driveway and another resident who has a problem with
the connection between the road and the walkway.  The Public Works Manager and Engineer are
addressing those concerns.  Old Army drainage work is going to start this week.  Soft cutting for
drainage is going to start on North side from the bottom of Oak Place down to  Mullens.  Dryden
work will start this week, due to the nice weather, reclamation and paving are started; drainage is
done.  The county will pave on Claremont Road this week, from Turnbull to Mendham Road. 
Downtown parking spaces will be lined; work to be coordinated with police.  Elmer Avenue will
start next week.  Police Department mold issues were addressed earlier.  Along Mount Airy
Road, New Jersey American Water wants to change their water supply from  4 inch to 8 inch
main, from Prospect to South Street, with work to start after Election Day.  That will close
Mount Airy Road from Prospect to South Street because they can’t maneuver trucks and tractors
on one lane.  Signs will be placed on 287 to prohibit truck traffic on Mount Airy Road and send
them to North Maple.  Also the County is proposing to do the walls between South Street and
Prospect in 2013.

The Public Works Manager asked  for guidance relative to sewer fees.  For example, a single
person might move into a house that previously had a family of four and their water usage will
not be as high.  The Public Works Committee recommended a 6 month sample before a bill can
be adjusted.  Mr. Rossi recommended one year, but Mr. Lawrence responded that the committee
and the Public Works Manager are comfortable with the 6 months.

Mr. Lawrence said the Sewer Plant has an immediate need for a new pickup truck at a cost of
about $30,000, and he asked how do we go about approving that during 2012?  Mr. Pidgeon
responded that, assuming there is money, they have to buy through state or county contract, or go
out to bid.

Mr. Rossi complained that Cross Roads Construction does not cover or change detour signs, and
"is very sloppy in the neighborhood".   Regarding leaf collection, Mr. Rossi recommended the
borough send one crew out every day prior to the scheduled pick up, in order to prevent clogged
drains and  flooded roads that result.  Mr. Rossi was reminded that policy states that leaves
cannot be placed at the curb before October 31 and residents can be ticketed for non compliance.
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

History of Affordable Housing

Council discussed a written history of affordable housing in the Borough of Bernardsville,
prepared by John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, beginning with Mount Laurel I/1975 until the
present.  The Borough Clerk was directed to put the history on the web site.

2012 insurance dividend

The 2012 dividend due the borough from the Suburban Municipal Joint insurance Fund is
$4,876.90.  Based upon the recommendation of the CMFO, it was agreed to request a check for
the amount, said amount to be anticipated in the 2013 budget.  

2013 Professional Services Agreements

In preparation for 2013 Reorganization, professional services were discussed and the Clerk was
given guidance on which appointments will be renewed in January.  It was agreed that
contractors will be advised that no rate increases are anticipated for next year.  

OPEN SESSION

Sherry Frawley, Environmental and Open Space Committees, asked if she heard correctly that
under the financing plan discussed earlier for the turf field, the Open Space Fund would provide
$100,000 the first year and $50,000 each of the next four years?  Council confirmed. 

Pat McFadden, Open Space Committee Chair, asked what Council will do if the referendum
results in a majority opposed to building the turf field?  Mayor Honecker said the need has been
established, and that the cost to build a field on school property was found to be prohibitive; that
a shared service with the school is the cheapest alternative.

Mrs. Frawley asked if building the field will happen anyway, why have the referendum?  Mayor
Honecker said the Council wanted to seek public opinion, then in the process of preparing to
explain how the project would be financed, it became clear that the field could be built at no
additional cost to the tax payer, paid off in less than five years, leaving a balance in the Open
Space Trust Fund.  The referendum, he said, is non-binding and a final decision will be made
after the election.

Skip Orza, Recreation Committee Chair, said additional information on the proposed turf field
project is on the web site and that the Recreation Committee will hold informational meetings on
the subject.  
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Mayor Honecker closed the open session.

CLOSED SESSION

Mrs. Foster  moved to adjourn to executive session to consider contract and personnel matters, 
and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public
is when they are finally resolved.   Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion which was approved with
five yes votes. 

     REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT  

Moved by Mrs. Foster at 8:50 p.m., seconded by Mr. Lawrence, and approved with five yes
votes.

___________________
BOROUGH CLERK               
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