
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

November 28, 2012

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council

Members John F. Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster, John McCrossan, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy. 

Council Member Craig Lawrence arrived at 7:05 p.m.   

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star

Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November

14, 2012.  (This meeting was held at the Performing Arts Center at Bernards High School.)

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public for items not on the agenda.  Hearing no

comments or questions, the open session was closed.

ITEM OF BUSINESS

Hurricane Sandy B JCP&L response

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting for public testimony and comment.  He commented that on

November 13, the Borough Council adopted Resolution #12-219, ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL

MEETING OF THE BERNARDSVILLE BOROUGH COUNCIL TO DISCUSS THE

RESPONSE OF JCP&L (FIRST ENERGY) TO THE POWER OUTAGES AND DAMAGES

RESULTING FROM HURRICANE SANDY. That resolution demanded the presence at this

meeting of JCP&L, but they declined.  There were nine in the audience; two of the nine were

reporters.  A court stenographer was present and will prepare a transcript of comments.  

The following individuals spoke:  Nancy Palazzolo of Timber Rock Trail, Georgia Rossi of Crest

Drive, Pat McFadden of Round Top Road, John McCrossan of Laurelwood Drive, and Tom

Curnin of Bernards Township.  

Speakers expressed frustration with JCP&L due to poor communication, slow response, the lack

of a presence in New Jersey of repair crews and supplies, insufficient care of infrastructure, and

inadequate pre-storm preparation.  

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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Suggestions for improvement included generators at gasoline stations and a larger generator for

the library warming center so that it could be expanded to serve more people.  The Mayor and

local officials were thanked for messages sent out over the 911 system and, in general, for the

local response.  

Mayor and Council comments followed. 

                                              

                                                           ADJOURNMENT                                                                  

  

The Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.

_____________________

Borough Clerk
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