
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

April 14, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Joseph Rossi, Chris Schmidt and Janet Waite.  Council
Member Jeffrey J. DeLeo was absent.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney,
Ralph Maresca, Jr., Administrator and CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk and
Assistant Administrator. 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December
19, 2013.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the statement listed above and opened the meeting to the public.  Nancy
McClure, Bodnar Street resident, discussed road repairs needed on Bodnar. Gail Moose, Park
Lane resident, said sidewalks are not needed on both sides of Park but drainage is needed.  Mayor
Honecker closed the open portion.
 

PRESENTATIONS       

Mayor Honecker read the following Proclamation for Arbor Day:

WHEREAS, in 1949 the legislature set aside the last Friday of April as Arbor Day to promote

the planting of trees and to encourage the protection of our forests from fires and pests that

destroy the beauty and usefulness of our woodlands; and

WHEREAS, half of New Jersey's total land area is forested or tree covered; and

WHEREAS, trees play an important role in the ecosystem in which we live, and trees reduce the

erosion of our precious topsoil caused by wind and water, clean the air we breath and the water

we drink, produce oxygen, provide habitat for birds and wildlife and reduce heating and cooling

costs by moderating temperature; and

WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper for fine literature, wood for homes,

fuel for fires, and countless other wood products; and

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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WHEREAS, trees provide increased property value, enhanced economic viability, and pleasing

aesthetic qualities along streets and properties in municipalities; and

WHEREAS, tree planting in yards and farms, in school yards and parks, and along streets and

highways creates an enduring heritage for generations that follow; and

WHEREAS, this is the fiftieth anniversary of the State Arbor Day Celebration in New Jersey;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, do hereby

proclaim April 25, 2014 as Arbor Day in the community of Bernardsville, and urge all citizens to

support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands to support our borough’s urban forestry

program, and

Further, I urge all citizens to plant trees to gladden hearts and promote the well being of present

and future generations.

The Mayor announced the passing of J. Albert Mastro, Sr. on April 12.  Mr. Mastro, age 89,
served as Municipal Attorney for Bernardsville for many years.  Visitation will be held on April
16 at Gallaway and Crane Funeral Home in Basking Ridge.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinances

The Mayor opened the public hearing on #14-1658, APPROPRIATING $15,000 FROM THE

RECREATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR VARIOUS EQUIPMENT. 
Hearing no comments or questions, the public hearing was closed.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass the
ordinance on final reading and adopt as published.  Mrs. Waite seconded the motion and a call of
the roll followed.  Council Members dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes.    

The Mayor opened the public hearing on #14-1659, AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING

$2,500 FROM THE BOROUGH OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND FOR SURVEYING
PETERS TRACT.  Mr. Rossi said it may be necessary to increase the appropriation for this
project, and he moved to continue the hearing on this ordinance until April 28, with no further
notice.  Mrs. Waite seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

Moved by Mrs. Waite that #14-1660, AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL

BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK, be
introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing
be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., April 28, 2014.  Mr. Schmidt seconded the
motion.  Messrs. DePoortere, Rossi, Schmidt and Mrs. Waite voted yes.  Mr. Farrell voted no.
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Resolutions

#14-84 GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT (2013)

#14-85 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#14-86 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 TO THE CONTRACT FOR THE

CLAREMONT FIELD BRIDGE AND STAIRWAY PROJECT

#14-87 APPOINTING PART-TIME, SUBSTITUTE SCHOOL CROSSING

GUARDS

#14-88 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #13-

00012, 41 MINE AVENUE

#14-89 AUTHORIZING SALE OF VEHICLES FOR JUNK/PARTS

#14-90 RESCINDING RESOLUTION #14-81

#14-91 APPROVING A PERSON-TO-PERSON TRANSFER OF A.B.C. LICENSE

#1803-44-010-002

#14-92 AUTHORIZING REVISIONS TO THE PERSONNEL POLICIES AND

PROCEDURES MANUAL AND EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK

#14-93 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. Rossi moved approval of Resolutions #14-84 through #14-93.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the
motion and a call of the roll followed.  Council Members dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and
Waite voted yes.

#14-94 INTRODUCING THE 2014 MUNICIPAL BUDGET

Mrs. Waite discussed highlights of the 2014 Budget, and she moved to approve upon
introduction (see Sheet 2 of the Budget document).  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion and a
roll call followed.  Council Members dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite voted yes.

Land Conservancy      

Mr. dePoortere discussed a proposal from The Land Conservancy of New Jersey to assist the
borough with open space issues, and he moved to engage Land Conservancy at a cost of $12,000. 
Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes. 
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Open Space Plan update

Robert Graham, Planning Board Chairman, was present in support of a memo dated March 25
which outlined the board’s comments on the Open Space Plan Update.  Said letter expressed 
concern that the Update should, but does not address active recreation.  The comments were
referred back to the Open Space Committee for review. 

Bernardsville Library/request from lower level tenant

Parking for employees who work for tenant businesses in the lower level of the library was
discussed, in light of the fact that two individuals recently received parking tickets.  The Borough
Clerk was authorized to issue new color coded hang tags to employees authorized to park in the
library lot, and to remind the employees on the lower level that with the hang tag, they must park
in designated spaces.
 

Chamber event/Sounds Around Town

Mr. Rossi advised that Sounds Around Town will be held on Friday, May 30, from 4:00 to 10:00
p.m., with rain dates of May 31 or June 6.  Mr. Rossi moved to approve the event (no details
given), subject to the borough receiving a certificate of insurance naming the borough as
additional insured and a Hold Harmless Agreement.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion, which was
approved with five yes votes.

American Diabetes Association event/Tour de Cure 

This cycling event, coordinated with the Police Department, will pass through town on Sunday,
June 1st.  Since the cyclists pass through on public roadways, no formal approval is needed, but
the American Diabetes Association, sponsors of the event, have, at our request, posted a Hold
Harmless Agreement and a Certificate of Insurance naming the borough as additional insured.  It
was decided to post the event on our web site. 

Two items shown on the agenda, Housing Committee requests, and Boy Scout bleacher

project were not discussed on this date; Council Members said the matters were concluded at the
previous meeting.

Sample Resolution urging adoption of an amendment to the Fair Housing Act

The Borough Clerk was directed to prepare a resolution for consideration on April 28.

Mandatory Direct Deposit Law

P. L. 2013, c. 38 was discussed.  It permits an ordinance or resolution to provide for the
mandatory direct deposit of net pay for all employees of the municipality, on or after July 1,



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES          APRIL 14, 2014

5

2014.  After consideration, it was decided to prepare a resolution for consideration at the next
meeting, to adopt mandatory direct deposit for all borough employees effective July 1.   

Transparency

Mayor Honecker briefly discussed measures that would improve transparency for the public,
including providing notice of certain committee meetings and requiring reports from committees. 
It was decided to consider this further at the May 12th work meeting. 

Correspondence (There was none)

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. dePoortere moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider contract negotiations/library
property management, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matter can be
disclosed to the public is when it (they) are finally resolved.  Mr. Farrell seconded, and the
motion was approved with five yes votes.

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT

It was moved and seconded and unanimously approved to reopen the meeting to the public.  It
was moved and seconded and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting.     

keywords: arbor-day-roads-drainage-bodnar-park-lane-recreation-finance-budget-cap-bank-open-space-audit-fire-membership-claremont-bridge-
vehicles-junk-abc-transfer-policies-handbook-land-conservancy-library-parking-sounds-around-town-bicycle-race-fair-housing-direct-deposit-
transparency
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