
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

February 10, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Joseph Rossi, Chris Schmidt and Janet
Waite.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Administrator &
CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator. 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December
19, 2013.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the statement listed above and then opened the meeting to the public.   

Kathleen Crow and Ryan Weber, relatives of Mr. Nardone, commented on their request to name
the Claremont Fieldhouse after the former Recreation Director, made on January 13, 2014. 
Mayor Honecker said the council will take a public vote on their decision denying the request,
which was transmitted in a letter to Ryan Weber dated January 31, 2014. Ambrose Balsamo,
Elmer Avenue, Denis Dooley, Olcott Avenue, Rich Musser, address unknown, and Diane Stone,
Old Colony Road, spoke in support of the Nardone family request.   Mayor Honecker said that
council’s decision does not diminish Ron’s accomplishments.  Melanie dePoortere, Mine Brook
Road, suggested other ways to honor notable residents or employees.  Jason Crow, Pottersville,
and Paul Passaro, Crestview Drive, criticized the borough council for the manner in which the
request was handled.  Mr. Rossi said council is supportive of the idea to recognize Ron Nardone
in some way.  Mayor Honecker asked for a motion.  Mr. Farrell moved to name the Claremont
Fieldhouse only after Ron Nardone.  There was no second and the motion failed.    

Sherry Frawley, Carriage House Road, asked if the public will be allowed to comment this
evening when the ordinance relative to conditional use standards for institutions uses is
discussed?  Mr. Pidgeon said the Planning Board will review the ordinance at their next meeting
and it is likely Council will table discussion until a future meeting.  

Marilyn Dee, Round Top Road, said she would like to see open space progress, as discussed in
the Michael Catania report, and using the $5 million the people voted to spend. She cited open
space, green ways, trees, conservation, clean water and protection of stream corridors as areas of
importance to many.   

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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Daniel Somers, Somers and Malay, referred to a request for a tree clearing waiver and asked if
the school board has been authorized to proceed?  Mr. Pidgeon referred his question to Michael
Mondok.  Mr. Somers asked if the ordinance pertaining to conditional use standards for
institutional uses has been introduced?  Mr. Pidgeon answered no. 

PRESENTATIONS (none)     

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinances for discussion and possible introduction

Mr. Rossi moved that Ordinance #14-1647, AUTHORIZING AN APPROPRIATION OF

$17,000 FROM THE RECREATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND, be introduced by
title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled
for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., February 24, 2014.  Mr. Schmidt seconded the motion,
which was approved with six yes votes.

Terry Thompson, Planning Board Member, briefly discussed the next three ordinances
recommended by the Planning Board.  It was decided to proceed with introduction of all three.

Mr. Rossi moved that Ordinance #14-1648, REDUCING THE FEES FOR USE AND BULK

VARIANCE APPLICATION AND AMENDING ARTICLE 15 OF THE BOROUGH
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE ENTITLED “FEES AND ESCROW DEPOSITS”, be
introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing
be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., February 24, 2014.  Mr. dePoortere seconded
the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Mr. dePoortere moved that Ordinance #14-1649, CLARIFYING REQUIREMENTS FOR

LANDSCAPING WITHIN PARKING LOTS IN SECTION 9-10 SITE DESIGN AND

PARKING STANDARDS, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according
to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., February 24,
2014.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Mr. Rossi moved that Ordinance #14-1649, REGULATING AND ESTABLISHING

STANDARDS FOR PARKING SPACE REQUIREMENTS AND ADMINISTRATION IN
THE BOROUGH DOWNTOWN, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published
according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,
February 24, 2014.  Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.
It was agreed to carry an ordinance entitled "Amending the Borough Development Regulations
Ordinance Pertaining to Conditional Use Standards for Institutional Uses" to the February 24
meeting. 
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RESOLUTIONS

#14-39 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #13-

00022, 21E FOX HOLLOW TRAIL

#14-40 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #13-

00021, 65 DAYTON CRESCENT

#14-41 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #13-

00018, 15-11 PINE STREET

#14-42 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #13-

00015, 25-15 FRANKLIN COURT

#14-43 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#14-44 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE LETTER OF AGREEMENT TO

THE NJDOT FOR THE GENERATOR ADAPTED CONTROLLER
CABINET AT ROUTE 202/ANDERSON HILL ROAD/MT. AIRY ROAD

#14-45 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE CERTIFICATION OF

AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND MONITORING IN CTM
(COAH TRACKING & MONITORING) SYSTEM

#14-46 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR LIQUID ALUM

#14-47 DESIGNATING WRECKER SERVICES FOR THE POLICE

DEPARTMENT

#14-48 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF THE 2014 GRANT APPLICATION

FOR THE SOMERSET COUNTY MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE AND YOUTH
SERVICES COMMISSION

#14-49 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#14-50 AMENDING TEMPORARY BUDGET

#14-51 AUTHORIZING A TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#14-52 AMENDING RESOLUTION #14-37, WHICH AUTHORIZED A

TRANSFER OF FUNDS
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Mr. dePoortere asked to hold #14-44 for discussion.  Mr. Farrell moved adoption of Resolutions
#14-39 through #14-43 and #14-45 through #14-52.  Mrs. Waite seconded the motion and a call
of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi, Schmidt and Waite
voted yes.  Mr. dePoortere asked if we had an emergency contact phone number.  Mr. Maresca
was directed to follow up with Chief Valentine to make sure we have one.  Mr. dePoortere
moved adoption of #14-44.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion which was approved with six yes
votes.

Library/Parsons garden project 

Bernardsville Library representatives Terry Thompson, April Judge, Pat Kennedy Grant and
Brian Bosenberg discussed a garden project offered by the family of, and in memory of Jay
Parsons, former resident and Mayor of the borough.  Mr. Bosenberg presented a drawing of the
garden which is approximately 16' x 22' and would be installed along the driveway entrance from
Anderson Hill Road.   Mr. Farrell moved to consent to the plan, as presented.  Mrs. Waite
seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Mullens Lane Sidewalk Extension

Mr. Rossi recused himself.  Mayor Honecker noted for the record that the Shade Tree Advisory
Committee and the Environmental Commission are opposed to removing trees to provide for the
project.  Mr. DeLeo suggested this topic be discussed by the Public Works Committee.  Mr.
dePoortere moved to consider comments from the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee
into the plan, and to present a plan at the next meeting.  Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion, which
was approved with six yes votes.  Public comment was permitted at this point.  Peter Burke,
Highview Avenue, stated he is opposed to installing sidewalks at this intersection and that the six
figure project is not a wise use of public funds.  He concluded that walkers have an alternative
safe route in Mullens to Bell Terrace.  Mrs. Waite asked if a stop sign on Old Army can be
looked at independently?  Mr. Macdowall answered yes.   

$10 million road projects

Messrs. Maresca, Administrator & CMFO, Macdowall, Public Works Manager, and John
Cassells, Financial Consultant, discussed financing, BANS v. long term bonds for the project,
and the project’s impact on taxes.  Mayor Honecker argued that road reconstruction increases the
total cost way beyond the $10 million the voters approved.  Messrs. Rossi, DeLeo and dePoortere
argued against milling and paving because, in their opinion, it deteriorates too quickly, and
recommended building roads per the latest road study. Mr. Cassells advised that a description of
the project would be needed for a new bond ordinance and the official statement.  Mr. Rossi
suggested preparing a first year plan for discussion on  February 24.  Existing and new debt was
discussed.  Mr. Cassells suggested capital planning, combining old and new debt in order to have
one BAN sale.  Public input was permitted at this point.   Christine Zamarra, Anderson Hill
Road, voiced concerns over potential tax increases for this project. Mr. Cassells said we have an
AAA rating and there’s never been a default in the State of New Jersey.  
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Resolution Supporting the Legislature to Implement a Water Usage Tax: Highlands Region

A sample resolution provided by Mayor Kern from the Township of Pohatcong was reviewed,
urging the Legislature to implement a water tax to fund the loss of land equity for property
owners in the Highlands Region.  No action was taken.

Bleacher assembly project

The Recreation Director, in a memo dated 1/28/14, advised that a boy scout troop has
volunteered to assemble bleachers that will be purchased by the Recreation Department and she
asked for permission to accept their offer.  Council consent was given, pending insurance fund
clearance.    

Claremont parking

Mr. Rossi moved to approve parking on Claremont Avenue, subject to committee review.  Mr.
dePoortere seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Correspondence (none)

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. dePoortere moved to adjourn to executive session to consider Contract Negotiations (Library
leases), and that the time when and circumstances under which the matter can be disclosed to the
public is when it is finally resolved.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved with
six yes votes.

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT       

Moved, seconded and unanimously approved at 9:50 p.m.

________________________
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