
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
January 23, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, Joseph Rossi, and Chris Schmidt.  Janet Waite arrived at
7:02 p.m.  John F. Farrell was absent.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney,
Ralph Maresca, Administrator/CMFO, Sandra Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator,
John Macdowall, Public Works Manager and Bob Brightly, Engineer representing Ferriero
Engineering.   

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on January
14, 2014.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the statement listed above and then opened the meeting to the public. 
Hearing no comments or questions, the Open Session was closed.

ITEM OF BUSINESS/ Public hearing on $10 million road project

Mr. DeLeo moved adoption of order for discussion:   (1) the referendum question, (2) the survey
plan, (3) discussion with engineers, and (4) a cost analysis from Mr. Maresca.  Mr. dePoortere
seconded the motion, and it was approved with four yes votes.  Janet Waite arrived at this point
in the meeting.  

Mr. DeLeo said on November 6, 2012 when the referendum was adopted the Borough Council
members were Messrs. McCrossan, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi, Sooy and Mrs. Foster.  Mayor
Honecker read the following into the record:

Municipal Public Question No. 2

Should the Borough of Bernardsville undertake a major road reconstruction and improvement

project over the course of the next ten years at an estimated cost of $10,000,000, of which

approximately 95% will be financed through the issuance of bonds or bond anticipation notes? 

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES   JANUARY 23, 2014

2

Interpretive Statement

If this question is approved by the voters, the Mayor and Council will consider adopting an

ordinance or ordinances appropriating approximately $10,000,000 in the aggregate over the

next several years for a major road reconstruction and improvement project, and authorizing the

issuance of bonds or bond anticipation notes to finance such appropriation.  Any anticipated tax

increase required to fund the projects will be outside the 2% CAP.  If this question is approved

by the voters, the governing body will authorize the debt in a fiscally responsible manner which

will minimize the impact on taxes, while allowing the project to be completed on a timely basis. 

The governing body will initially use the 2010 Pavement Rating/Road Reconstructions Costs

Study, prepared by the Borough Engineer, as updated, to determine the specific projects that will

be undertaken, however, no final decisions will be made until public hearings have been held

and the governing body has received input from the residents of the Borough.  

Mr. DeLeo noted that turnout was high (55.9%) for the November 2012 General Election and the
question was adopted with 1,848 yes votes to 1,201 no votes.  The debate about how to proceed
with road improvements pursuant to the referendum began with a comment from Mayor
Honecker that the taxpayers authorized $10,000,000 thinking that amount would pave all or most
of our roads, and the additional drainage and curbing added to the project during 2013 drives up
the cost to about $21,000,000.  Messrs. Rossi, DeLeo and dePoortere held that the public
question did not specify milling and paving only; they favor the addition of curbing and drainage. 
Mr. Macdowall said the $10,000,000 is the number arrived at pursuant to the 2010 Pavement
Rating Study with drainage and curbing added where he felt it was warranted, and that the intent
of the Public Works Committee in 2012 was to develop a plan to address 45 miles of roadway. 
Discussion continued.  Mr. Brightly provided background.  He said the 2010 Pavement Study
was in the works for a few years and one goal was to set priorities.  The road rating study was
updated in 2012-2013.  During 2013 the study was modified to improve methodology by
considering drainage, curbs and roadway edging where necessary.   Mr. Maresca discussed
financing via Bond Anticipate Notes, said the estimated tax impact on a $500,000 home would
be $2200 over a ten year period, and recommended that the Finance Committee take another look
at financing when a decision is made as to how the project will proceed.    

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.

Bob Graham, 84 Dryden Road, said the public thought they were voting to pave roads.  He said
he is willing to believe reconstruction of roads is better, but it is a lot of money so an actuarial
analysis and/or thirty year plan should be done, starting with a base line.  He suggested
performing a present value analysis on proposed options for road reconstruction.  
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Edith Cavaluzzo, Garibaldi Street, asked if drainage work is proposed everywhere?  She
discussed Bernards Avenue traffic, pavement damage caused by a plow, and roadway impact
from construction on a private home on Park Lane.  

Georgia Rossi, Crest Drive, said she voted on the referendum but does not recall it mentioning
miles of roads, that Crest Drive, resurfaced about three years ago, is already deteriorating, and
she thought the road plan would provide for fiscally responsible repairs.

Nancy McClure, Bodnar Street, said when she said OK to spend, she assumed the project would
be done the right way and she hopes for quality improvements.

Mary Donelik, Mullens Lane, asked what is the total tax impact with drainage and curbing added
to the road project?  Mayor Honecker said $21,000,000 to do about 33 miles of roads.  

Barbara Long, Lloyd Road, asked what causes bad roads and she asked if residents could be
required to clean surface debris on drains located on their property?  

Pete Miller, Hardscrabble Road, said when he voted he thought all roads would be improved
with the $10,000,000 and that he would not have voted yes if he understood that amount was just
the beginning.  If road projects include the new, proposed method, will overall road conditions be
addressed fast enough to satisfy the community?  If all roads are 22 feet wide, does that increase
the impervious surface impact throughout?

Marilyn Dee, Round Top Road, said the width of her road is 20 feet which, in her opinion, is
adequate.  Mr. Brightly agreed that the average width was 20 feet, but that it is 22 feet on the hill
near the cul de sac and would remain 22 feet in this section.

Hearing no further comments or questions, Mayor Honecker closed the public portion.

CLOSED SESSION (none)

                                                            ADJOURNMENT  

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

______________________
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