
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

March 10, 2014

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, and Joseph Rossi.  Also present were John Pidgeon,
Borough Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Administrator & CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough
Clerk & Assistant Administrator. Jeffrey J. DeLeo arrived at 7:02 p.m.  Janet Waite arrived at
7:04 p.m.  Chris Schmidt was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December
19, 2013.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the statement listed above and then opened the meeting to the public. 
Hearing no comments, the Mayor closed the open session.   

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Honecker read the following Proclamations:

Mayor’s Wellness Campaign

Whereas, medical expenses for treating problems related to obesity in our state total billions

annually, and

 

Whereas, New Jersey has reported the highest incidence in the nation in obesity among low-

income children aged 2-5 years, and

Whereas, the current generation of children in America may have shorter life expectancies than

their parents, and 

Whereas, the Mayors Wellness Campaign supports Mayors as champions of community health, 

and

Whereas, the goal of the campaign is to improve health, reduce health care costs related to

obesity, and make New Jersey a national leader in community-based health interventions, and

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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Whereas, the Mayors Wellness Campaign seeks to foster active living and healthy lifestyles by

providing communities the structure and resources to implement healthy community initiatives,

and

Whereas, the Mayors Wellness Campaign will work to implement a comprehensive program of

outreach, education and technical assistance activities to combat obesity and inactivity issues

 for the children of Bernardsville.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the authority vested in

me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville, ask that the

community join me in supporting the Mayors Wellness Campaign and I encourage our residents

to participate in Mayors Wellness Campaign activities to promote exercise, eating properly and

living healthier and better lives, and I proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of

the Borough of Bernardsville on this the 10th day of March, 2014.

National Nutrition Month

WHEREAS, food is the substance by which life is sustained; and

WHEREAS, the type, quality, and amount of food that individuals consume each day plays a vital role in their

overall health and physical fitness; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for continuing nutrition education and a wide-scale effort to 

enhance healthy eating practices;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the authority vested in

me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,  do hereby proclaim

the month of March as National Nutrition Month in the Borough  and I encourage all citizens to

join the campaign and become concerned about their nutrition and the nutrition of others in the

hope of achieving optimum health for both today and tomorrow, and I proudly enter this

proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville on this the 10th day of

March, 2014.

Kaitlyn McGowan, Shoprite Nutritionist, talked about National Nutrition Month and programs held at the
Senior Center, schools, YMCA, and in the Shoprite store.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinances

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #14-1651, SETTING 2014 AND 2015 SALARIES AND

HOURLY RATES FOR NON CONTRACTUAL EMPLOYEES.  Hearing no comments or
questions, the public hearing was closed.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass on final reading and adopt as
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published.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion, and a call of the roll followed.  Members DeLeo,
dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi, and Waite voted yes.  

Mr. Rossi moved that Ordinance #14-1652, BOND ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $535,000 AND

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $509,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE
BOROUGH, FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS OR PURPOSES AUTHORIZED TO BE
UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF
SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY”, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published
according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,
March 24, 2014.  Mrs. Waite suggested having discussion on this ordinance with Mr.
Macdowall.  Mayor Honecker said the ordinance is only on for introduction at this meeting.  Mr.
dePoortere seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

Mr. Rossi moved that Ordinance #14-1653, BOND ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $2,200,000, AND

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,900,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE
BOROUGH, FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS OR PURPOSES AUTHORIZED TO BE
UNDERTAKEN BY THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF
SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY”, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published
according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,
March 24, 2014.  Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion, which was approved with four yes votes.  Mr.
Farrell voted no.

RESOLUTIONS

#14-62 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE CERTIFICATION OF COMPLETION OF

AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT AND UNIT MONITORING IN THE CTM (COAH
TRACKING AND MONITORING) REPORT SYSTEM

#14-63 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2014 TAXES FOR 70 MINE

MOUNT ROAD

#14-64 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR GRASS CUTTING AND LAWN MAINTENANCE

#14-65 GRANTING UNPAID LEAVE TO JOSH FOWLER

#14-66 AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS

#14-67 SETTING RECREATION FEES

#14-68 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#14-69 TEMPORARY CAPITAL BUDGET
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Mr. Farrell moved adoption of Resolutions #14-62 through #14-69.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion and a call
of the roll followed.  Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi, and Waite voted yes. 

It was decided to table Resolution #14-70, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A SUPERSTORM

SANDY WIND CLAIMS RELEASE AGREEMENT to the March 24th meeting.

Request for exemption from Street Opening Moratorium

Anthony Dello Russo, Mine Mount Road, said the bonds are posted, HW Alward will do the opening, and other
utilities companies contacted John Macdowall.  Mr. Dello Russo said he needs one sewer, two
gas, and one water.  The hardship is that the house is sold.  Mrs. Waite moved to approve the
request for exemption.  Mr. Rossi seconded.  The motion was approved with four yes votes.  Mr.
Farrell voted no.   

NJ Tree Recovery Campaign/use of pool lot on March 22

The NJ Tree Recovery Campaign is providing free tree seedings to help communities damaged by Superstorm
Sandy.  Robert Baker, Olcott Avenue, said the Shade Tree Committee and Ed English are
working on the distribution of said trees.  They would like to distribute to Bernardsville residents
on March 22nd at the pool parking lot from 9:00am to 12:00pm.  Storage of the trees will be in
trucks.  Mr. Farrell moved to approve their request.  Mr. dePoortere seconded.  The motion was
approved with five yes votes.  

Ordinances recommended by the Planning Board

Mr. Rossi moved that Ordinance #14-1654, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH LAND

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR
RESTAURANTS”, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law,
and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., March 24, 2014. 
Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

Mr. dePoortere moved that Ordinance #14-1655, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH LAND

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS CORRECTING ZONE DISTRICT BOUNDARIES
BETWEEN THE C-1 COMMERCIAL, R-4 RESIDENTIAL AND HD HIGHWAY
DEVELOPMENT ZONES”, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according
to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., March 24,
2014.  Mrs. Waite asked for introduction subject to a larger map that would better clarify the
boundaries.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

Dunster Squibb/PreQualification of Bidders

Michael Calafati is asking to move forward with the pre qualification package.  It was decided to table this topic
to the March 24th meeting, and to ask representatives to attend to answer questions.  Dan Lincoln
will be contacted.  
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Use of property for events BBBB Library program and Hannaford Swim a Thon

The Recreation Director, in a memo dated 3/5/14, stated that the Bernardsville Library would like to conduct a
rocket launch with Dr. Lyga, a resident Scientist, at the Polo Grounds for two to three hours on
July 9, July 12, and August 6.  The memo also stated The Hannaford Foundation will be holding
their annual Swim-a-Thon on July 20th from 8:00am to 9:00pm at the pool.  Mr. Rossi moved
approval of both events subject to receipt of a certificate of insurance and hold harmless
agreement.  Mr. Farrell seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.  

Bernardsville Library lower level

The Bernardsville Library has asked to be kept in the loop on this topic.  It was decided to get names of property
managers and table this topic to the March 24th meeting.

Boy Scout Recreation bleacher project

Mrs. Waite explained the main concern of the MEL is the liability if the bleachers were to collapse.  It was
decided to get instructions on how to assemble the bleachers and table this topic to the March

24th meeting.  Mr. Pidgeon will follow up.

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker read a letter from Suburban Municipal JIF regarding an award of $1,800 to the Borough for
achieving 100% of the Safety Incentive Program.

Mr. dePoortere distributed a memo from the Housing Committee.  Mr. Pidgeon will review and it will be put on
the March 24th agenda.

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. dePoortere moved to adjourn to executive session to consider Collective Bargaining (Public Works) and
Property Acquisition, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matter can be
disclosed to the public is when it is finally resolved.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was
approved with five yes votes.

REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT       

Moved, seconded and unanimously approved to reopen the meeting to the public.

Mr. Rossi moved that Ordinance #14-1656, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF A DRAINAGE
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EASEMENT ACROSS REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 41 POST KENNEL ROAD
AND KNOWN AS LOT 3 IN BLOCK 13 ON THE BOROUGH TAX MAPS AND
AUTHORIZING THE INSTITUTION OF EMINENT DOMAIN PROCEEDINGS, be
introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing
be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., March 24, 2014.  Mrs. Waite seconded the
motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

Mr. Farrell moved that Ordinance #14-1657, SALARY ORDINANCE FOR EMPLOYEES OF THE

BOROUGH OF BENARDSVILLE WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WORKS
EMPLOYEE ASSOCIATION, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published
according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,
March 24, 2014.  Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

Moved, seconded and unanimously approved to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.

__________________________
Anthony Suriano, Deputy Clerk 
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