
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

February 14, 2013

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council

Members Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence via conference

call, and Joseph Rossi via conference call.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough

Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Jr., Administrator/CMFO and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough

Clerk.  Kevin Sooy was absent. 

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star

Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on February

12, 2013.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  Hearing no comments or questions, Mayor

Honecker closed the meeting to the public.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Board of Education request for a waiver from the Shade Tree ordinance

Board of Education members present included Linda Kragie, Nancy Palazzolo, and Lou Palma,

and with Board of Education Engineer Francies W. Mullan.  Mayor Honecker recapped the

February 11, 2013 meeting, and said an ordinance was introduced that would make public

bodies, including the Borough and the Somerset Hills Board of Education, exempt from the

provisions of the Borough Tree Protection Ordinance, with the Council’s consent.  He added that

council did not take action on the Board of Education’s waiver request on February 11, so that is

why there is a need to meet tonight.  Mr. dePoortere moved to approve the Board of Education’s

waiver.  Mr. DeLeo seconded.  

Discussion followed on soil erosion permits, tree buffers, drainage, runoff, the area where trees

would be cleared, and replanting of trees.  Sherry Frawley, Carriage House Road, spoke about

runoff, wetlands streams and suggested a thorough walk around of the property and board

review.  (Mr. Farrell left the meeting at this point and rejoined via phone).  Mr. Pidgeon stated

there is no building, so board review would not be needed.  Nancy Carle, Washington Avenue,

spoke against cutting trees farther out into the excess area (green line on the map).  Bob Graham,

Dryden Road, also said he thought it was not necessary to cut trees out to the green line.  He also

suggested site lines be prepared for Old Colony Road residents.  Jeanne DePodwin, Old Colony

Road, spoke about the number of trees to be cleared and said if trees are removed into the green

area, the number of trees being removed will be about one thousand.  She suggested neighbors
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walk the property, and urged council to slow down and examine issues such as drainage and

runoff before proceeding.  She presented pictures of the lot to council.  Anthony Dello Russo,

Mine Mount Road, distributed a Summary Of Costs document, which included costs of the turf

field, track, maintenance, legal fees in connection with turf appeal, and engineering costs.  He

said the Board of Education has been more than grateful, and should not need to go through this

process to proceed.  Mark Cozin, Old Colony Road, said he would like to see more maps and

have more time to review.  He also commented on drainage and that the property was once

wetlands.  Mr. Mullan said the DEP would not classify as wetlands.  Discussion continued on

water flow and runoff.  Mr. Cozin presented pictures of the area to council.  Marian Olson, Old

Colony Road, commented that this seemed like a rushed project, and more time should be taken

to review.  She also said there is no reason to cut trees into the green area on the map.  Sharon

Warren, Mendham Road, said the Board of Education is very prudent and the reason this project

is being done is because there is a shortage of fields, and urged council to move ahead.  She

suggested trees be cut to the red line, instead of the green line, on the map.  Mr. Graham

suggested rotating the field 90 degrees.  Mr. Mullan said that was looked at, but may require

more fill and tree clearing.  Mr. Rossi spoke about drainage, runoff, and shortage of fields for

kids.  Lou Matlack, Shade Tree Committee Chair, said he has no objection to field expansion,

but a strong objection to cutting more trees than necessary.  He spoke about runoff, concerns

about Penn’s Brook, and added that trees provide shade and keep it cooler in the summer.  Mr.

Farrell rejoined the meeting in person.  Discussion took place on sediment and slopes.  Mary

Kellogg, Olcott Avenue, spoke about concerns of removing woods and not increasing runoff. 

She also spoke about drainage, stormwater management regulations, usage of fields and

suggested Borough Engineer, Bob Brightly, review the project.  Ms. Frawley spoke and reiterated

Ms. Kellogg’s comments, and urged council to get more information.  Mr. Cozin said he

understands the need for fields, but asked council to take due diligence, and spoke about water

issues and concerns about his home having these issues.  Ms. DePodwin spoke about field usage,

agrees there is a need for fields and asked council to take due diligence as trees cannot be put

back once they are removed.  Ms. Olson said she understands the need for fields, but is

concerned about the speed of the project.  

Mayor Honecker closed public comment on this topic.  Mayor Honecker read the following

conditions and asked for a roll call vote on the motion to grant the waiver made at the beginning

of this section:

! Board of Education to plant pine tree buffer (no White Pines) at the top of the

slope that is acceptable to the Borough Engineer, who shall consult with Lou

Matlack, Shade Tree Co-Chair/Acting Tree Conservation Officer.

! Board of Education to confer with Borough Engineer regarding adequate space

(20' minimum) at the toe of the slope sufficient to allow work to be performed by

the contractor, and saving as many trees as possible.  
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! Borough Engineer to review drainage calculations regarding stormwater

management, subject to agency approval and all permits being obtained and

required by law prior to work beginning.

! Borough Engineer and Board of Education to consult regarding steepness of

slopes

! It was noted to refer to the drawing that was on display at the 2/14/13 meeting. 

(Drawing: Approximate Fill Limits, prepared by Francies W. Mullan, P.E., of

T&M Associates, drawing CP-1, consists of one sheet)

The motion was approved by the following roll call vote.  Mr. DeLeo, Mr. dePoortere, Mr.

Farrell, and Mr. Rossi voted yes.  Mr. Lawrence voted no.  

                                                                ADJOURNMENT                                                             

       

It was moved and seconded to adjourn at 9:45 p.m.  The motion was approved with five yes

votes.

_______________________________________

Anthony Suriano, Deputy Clerk
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