
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes 

March 25, 2013

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council

Members Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence, Joseph Rossi

and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Jr.,

Administrator/CMFO and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough Clerk.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star

Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November

28, 2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Peter Miller, Board of Education Superintendent, gave an overview of the proposed budget and a

current status report.   He said enrollment has flattened out to approximately 2,000 district wide. 

We are looking at a 1.6% difference in budget growth.  Highlights in the budget are

school/student/staff security.  We are required to do ten safety drills and we are one of a few in

state that has an emergency response team in each school.   There is a full time security officer

and an alert system that has expanded to text messaging.  There is a door locking system and

perimeter checks are done each day.  Photo ID systems were installed to be used when people

enter the building.  We are part of the Columbia University Workshop, for reading and writing

skills.  College career counselors help students in application and financial aid process.  We are

involved in the Somerset County solar project.  He said we should be financially sound and does

not see any surprises arising that would change this.  Council was given the opporutiny to ask

questions.  Mr. Rossi asked about refinancing.  Nancy Hunter, Board of Education Business

Administrator, said she will get the information and email Mr. Rossi.  Mr. Rossi asked about a

resource officer.  Mr. Miller said it is a large financial issue and is always on the table, but it is

not in the budget.  Mr. Rossi spoke in favor of a resource officer.  Mr. Miller said he will take it

back to the Board of Education for discussion.  Mayor Honecker asked if the savings from solar

is a current expense.  Mr. Miller answered yes.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Sooy moved approval of minutes of meetings held February 25 and March 11.  Mr. Rossi

seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes. 
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OPEN SESSION

Charlotte Foster, Childs Road, said the Borough of Bernardsville’s Green Team is hosting its

third annual electronics recycling event Saturday, April 20, 2013.  Two sandwich board signs 

will be placed in front of where Sussman’s Department Store used to be.

Jeanne DePodwin, Old Colony Road, read a statement in support of the Environmental

Commission and Shade Tree Committee.

Terry Byrne, Chestnut Avenue, asked about updates regarding the artificial turf field.  Mayor

Honecker said nothing has been agreed on, and asked Mr. Maresca to have Mr. Macdowall email

drawings to him, and then he would forward the drawings to Mr. Bryne.  

Jeff Olson, Old Colony Road, spoke about fields behind Bernards High School, and asked for

consideration of the homes in back of school property and behind Kings.  He mentioned concerns

of runoff, drainage and flooded basements on Old Colony Road.  Mayor Honecker said that is the

school’s project.  Council had no comments.

Patrick Frame, Chestnut Avenue, asked if discussion of a Use Agreement of Chestnut Field

means the field will proceed.  Mayor Honecker said we need to have agreement with the school

first.  Mr. Frame asked if an environmental report was done beforehand, so we know if the field

can be developed.  Mr. Farrell said there is cost involved to do studies, so if we cannot come to

an agreement of field use, there is no need to spend the money to do studies.  Mr. Pidgeon said

council has not yet agreed to build the field and a use agreement could include environmental and

traffic concerns.  Mr. Frame reiterated how he would have studies done before proceeding. 

Mayor Honecker said we could put safeguards in the agreement to make it environmentally

sound.  Mr. Rossi spoke about field use in town.   Mayor Honecker said council had voted in the

past to move forward pursuant to a proper use agreement.  

Dave DePodwin, Old Colony Road, spoke about the tree waiver from the February 14th meeting

and how it impacts property values.

Mayor Honecker closed the open session.

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #13-1628, "AUTHORIZING AN

APPROPRIATION OF $20,000 FROM THE RECREATION CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND”.  With no comments or questions on the ordinance, the Mayor

closed the public hearing.   Mr. Rossi moved to amend the ordinance to remove the following

section, "Baby Pool, including sandblasting, concrete and caulking, paint, new tiles and caulk

around coping block", and replace with "Swim Pools, including purchase and installation of pool

equipment".  Mr. Sooy seconded.  The motion passed following a roll call vote.  Messrs.

dePoortere, DeLeo, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  Messrs.  Lawrence and Farrell voted no.  Mr.

Farrell asked about why the amendment was necessary.  Mr. Lawrence said there were items

stolen from the pool over the winter.  The money from this ordinance needs to be used to replace

those items, which include the main pump, copper piping, and motor and housing.  Discussion

took place on when it was discovered that there was a theft at the pool.  Mr. Maresca said a

couple of weeks ago.  Mr. Farrell said he was unaware of the theft and council should have been

notified.  Mayor Honecker said he would check his email to see if he was informed.  Mr.

dePoortere asked if when the insurance proceeds come in, could we use that money to buy the

items that were removed from the ordinance.  Mayor Honecker said we can put that in the record. 

Mr. Farrell said the ordinance should state the stolen items including the main pump.  Mr.

Pidgeon stated an amendment to the ordinance to read “motor and housing, main pump, copper

piping, and other equipment stolen over the winter”.  Mr. Farrell moved to amend the previous

amendment by adding the phrase as read by Mr. Pidgeon.  Mr. dePoortere seconded.  The motion

was approved with six yes votes.  Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on the ordinance as

amended.  With no comments or questions on the ordinance, the Mayor closed the public

hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass on final reading and adopt as amended.  Mr. dePoortere

seconded and the motion was approved upon a roll call vote.  Messrs. dePoortere, DeLeo, Farrell,

Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.    

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #13-1630, AN ORDINANCE INCREASING

THE NUMBER OF CITIZEN-AT-LARGE MEMBERS OF THE OPEN SPACE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND AMENDING CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH
CODE ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION".  With no comments or questions on the

ordinance, the Mayor closed the public hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass on final reading and

adopt as published.  Mr. Sooy seconded and the motion was approved upon a roll call vote. 

Messrs. Sooy, Rossi, Lawrence and dePoortere voted yes.  Messrs. DeLeo and Farrell voted no.    

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #13-1631, AUTHORIZING ESTABLISHING

FIRE LANES ON BOARD OF EDUCATION PROPERTY AND SUPPLEMENTING
AND AMENDING CHAPTER VIII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED
"TRAFFIC".  With no comments or questions on the ordinance, the Mayor closed the public
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hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. dePoortere

seconded and the motion was approved upon a roll call vote.  Messrs. dePoortere, DeLeo, Farrell,

Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.    

RESOLUTIONS

#13-65 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#13-66 APPROVING THE INSTALLATION OF A FIRE HYDRANT AT
THE CORNER OF MT. AIRY ROAD AND BERNARDS AVENUE

#13-67 AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF BOND FOR STREET OPENING
PERMIT

#13-68 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE
#11-00003, 155 CLAREMONT ROAD

#13-69 AUTHORIZING REFUNDS 

#13-70 APPROVING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#13-71 APPROVING AN EMERGENCY TEMPORARY BUDGET FOR
APRIL AND MAY, 2013

#13-72 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#13-73 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE
#11-00004, 148 CLAREMONT ROAD

#13-74 AUTHORIZING SIGNING OF CERTIFICATION OF
COMPLETION OF PROJECT AND UNIT MONITORING IN THE
COAH TRACKING AND MONITORING SYSTEM

Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of Resolutions #13-65 through 74.  Mr. Farrell seconded the

motion.  A call of the roll followed; Messrs. Sooy, Rossi, Lawrence, Farrell, DeLeo, and

dePoortere, voted yes. 

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report dated January 24 was received.  
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety, Mr. dePoortere distributed a document to be discussed at the April 8th meeting. 

Mr. Lawrence asked about where police presence was when the theft happened, and is an

investigation going on.  Mr. Maresca said an investigation is ongoing.  Mr. Lawrence said

council should have been informed sooner.  Mayor Honecker said he does want to find out why

this happened and prevent it from happening in the future.  

Finance, Mr. Sooy said the 2013 budget will be on the April 8th agenda for introduction and

adoption is scheduled for May 13th.  He said there is a 2% increase in the amount to be raised by

taxation.  Mr. Farrell asked when Recreation turned into a utility.  Mr. Maresca answered

approximately 15 years ago.  He added they are working with the auditors to get 2% not to be

raised by taxation.   Our debt service is solid.  

Personnel, Mr. DeLeo said they are having interviews this week for the position of Assistant to

the Public Works Manager.   

Engineering, Technology & Public Works, Mr. Rossi said three jobs for this year are Round

Top Round, Oak Place and Post Kennel Road.  Old Army Road drainage is in progress.  Other

items being worked on include Old Fort Road punchlist, curbing and drainage on Elmer Avenue,

and Post Kennel drainage.  Mine Mount Road is being reviewed.   A long range plan is to have a

street study from Ferriero Engineering, and post to the borough’s website, so residents can see

the paving schedule.  Mr. Lawrence asked if a recent complaint from an Old Fort Road resident

was addressed.  Mr. Rossi said it had been and the resident was satisfied.

Board of Health, Mr. Lawrence said their meeting was canceled tonight due to potentially bad

weather.

Environmental Commission, Mr. Sooy said various open space and environmental issues were

discussed at the last meeting.  Mayor Honecker mentioned a recent memo from the

Environmental Commission (EC) to the Board of Education, and invited members of the

Commission who were present to speak.  Sherry Frawley, Chair, read a statement and said she

feels the Commission had full power to comment as they did in their letter.  Mayor Honecker

said the EC can comment, but should inform council and not do so independently.  Johanna

Wissinger, member of the EC, read from a manual titled Environmental Manual for Municipal

Officers.   Mr. Pidgeon said in his opinion, the EC went beyond their authority with some of the

comments made in their letter.  Mayor Honecker asked if individually, the EC members can

make comments on a topic.  Mr. Pidgeon answered yes, but as a body they do not have authority. 

Mayor Honecker asked if the EC could have written a memo to council with their

recommendations and then council could have taken it to the Board of Education.  Mr. Pidgeon
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answered yes.  Robert Frawley, Carriage House Road, said he feels the EC can make

recommendations, but the issue is what was recommended.  Mr. Pidgeon said his issue was that

it was sent directly to the Board of Education.  Mayor Honecker said the letter gave the

impression that council endorsed it, and suggested Mr. Pidgeon make parameters and give to Mr.

Sooy, EC Council Liaison.  Rosalie Ballantine, member of the EC, asked about the commission’s

duties.  Mayor Honecker said they make recommendations to council, and then council takes the

recommendation to the appropriate body.  He added that if there was any doubt, it should be run

by Mr. Pidgeon.  Denis Dooley, Olcott Avenue, asked about Planning Board approval for this

matter.  Mr. Pidgeon said Mike Mondok reviewed it and it did not need Planning Board

approval.  

Sustainable Jersey, Mr. dePoortere said no meeting was held and he will attend the next one. 

Open Space, Mr. Farrell said a meeting was held with Mr. Catania to discuss land acquisitions.

Planning Board, Mr. Rossi said the board is looking at fees to try to save applicants money. 

Also being reviewed is an application for a restaurant on Route 202 and the sign ordinance.

Recreation, Mr. Rossi said basketball had 25 teams and has finished.  Yoga classes were held at

the library.  Fencing at the Kiwanis field will be replaced.  The field schedule has been sent out.

Shade Tree, Mr. Sooy said members of the Committee attended training courses and seminars. 

Japanese Cherry trees were donated to the borough.  

HPAC, Mr. dePoortere said he missed the last meeting due to illness, and he will follow up with

Dan Lincoln. 

 

Insurance, Mr. Lawrence read a memo from Hurley Agency regarding liability in regard to a

request from the Library Foundation to serve liquor at a block party on Spruce Place.  Mr.

Pidgeon said he does not recommend allowing fund raisers sanctioned by the borough on public

streets, though we could change the ordinance.  A straw poll was taken on option one of the

request, which was that if council denied their request, to use Spruce Place as a gathering place,

but restrict dispensing and consumption of beer from an adjacent private property.  Messrs.

dePoortere, DeLeo, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  Mr. Farrell voted no.  Option one will

be used by the Library Foundation.  

Library, Mr. Lawrence said they are doing their budget and looking at ways to save money and

costs. 
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

The Library Foundation Block Party request was discussed during the Insurance quarterly report.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  Hearing no comments or questions, Mayor

Honecker closed the meeting to the public.

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Sooy moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Contract Negotiations, and that

the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when

they are finally resolved.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes

votes. 

REOPEN

It was moved by Mr. Sooy and seconded by Mr. Rossi to reopen the meeting to the public.  The

motion was approved with six yes votes.

                                                                ADJOURNMENT    

It was moved and seconded to adjourn at 9:45p.m.  The motion was approved with six yes votes.

____________________________ 

Anthony Suriano, Deputy Clerk

BC032513.MIN
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