
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

April 8, 2013

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council

Members Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence, Joseph Rossi

and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney and Sandra G. Jones,

Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.

           STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star

Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November

28, 2012.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the following statement and opened the meeting for public comment

regarding items which do not appear on the agenda for this meeting:

Terence Byrne, 103 Chestnut Avenue, asked if there is anything new on the proposed Chestnut

field and Mayor Honecker said there is nothing new to report.  Existing plans were discussed and

staff was directed to provide Mr. Byrne with a copy of a practice field layout drawing. Mr. Byrne

repeated his concerns about the impact on Chestnut Avenue if a field is built, and expressed his

opposition to artificial turf fields.   

Patrick Frame, 100 Chestnut Avenue, asked if engineering studies have been done for the

proposed Chestnut field site?  Mr. Rossi stated a study will be done of the Seney to Seney loop

and he discussed what said study will include.  Mr. Frame urged consideration be given to traffic

issues that will impact Chestnut Avenue.   Mayor Honecker closed the public portion.  

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Honecker appointed Pat McFadden as Chair of the Open Space Advisory Committee.

Mayor Honecker announced a ceremony to be held at the Bedwell School at 3:30 p.m. on June 7th

in observance of the gift of Japanese Cherry Trees.  Many dignitaries are expected, he said.  Mr.

Lawrence moved to approve planting of said trees on borough property, two at the library and 

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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approximately 18 around the pond at 20 foot intervals.   Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which

was approved with six yes votes. 

 ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinances

Moved by Mr. Sooy that #13-1632, AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL

BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK, be

introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing

be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., April 22, 2013.  Motion was seconded by Mr.

Rossi and approved with six yes votes.

Moved by Mr. Farrell that #13-1633, AN ORDINANCE CODIFYING THE INFORMATION

THAT MUST BE INCLUDED ON AN APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF

RENTAL HOUSING COMPLIANCE AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING

CHAPTER XI OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE”

be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public

hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., April 22, 2013.  Motion was

seconded by Mr. dePoortere and approved with six yes votes.

Resolutions

#13-75 AUTHORIZING GRANT SUBMISSION TO SOMERSET COUNTY

HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION

#13-76 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-

00018, 11A GROVE STREET

#13-77 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-

00007, 21 WESLEY AVENUE

#13-78 APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO CONTRACT WITH 

CROSSROADS CONSTRUCTION FOR DRYDEN ROAD

IMPROVEMENTS

#13-79 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR GRASS CUTTING AND LAWN

MAINTENANCE

#13-80 SETTING RECREATION FEES
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#13-81 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#13-82 INTRODUCING  OF 2013 BUDGET  (Sheet 2 of Budget Document) 

#13-83 SELF-EXAMINATION OF BUDGET RESOLUTION

Resolution #13-75 was tabled to April 22.

Mr. Sooy moved adoption of Resolutions #13-76, 77, 78, 79, 81, and 82.  Motion was seconded

by Mr. Rossi and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence,

Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

Resolutions #13-80 and 83 were removed from the consent list for discussion.  Mr. Lawrence 

moved approval of #13-80.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Rossi and approved with six yes votes.

Regarding Resolution #13-83, Mr. Pidgeon explained that this resolution in the form provided by

the DCA is adopted each year that the budget is self-examined.  Mr. Rossi moved adoption of

#13-83.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Farrell and approved upon a call of the roll.   Messrs.

DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

Municipal Public Question

After brief discussion, it was agreed to table further review to the May 13 meeting.

Public Safety Report

Mr. dePoortere and Chief Valentine briefly discussed the robbery at the municipal pool, reported

on March 4, and under investigation by the Bernardsville Police Department.  Mayor Honecker

admonished borough staff for failing to notify Governing Body members about the robbery in

timely fashion.  Also discussed were items listed in the February 2013 PD Monthly Report,

distributed for the March 25 Council meeting, including crosswalk locations of concern at

Anderson/Sycamore, Route 202 in front of the old library, and Anderson/Mine Mount.  The

Chief said solutions under consideration are possible redeployment of existing guards, instituting

school bus stops, and hiring additional Crossing Guards.  Ideas to fund additional guards was 

discussed.   The Bedminster Court merger proposal will be discussed at the next meeting.  Topics

of  college tuition and promotions were tabled for discussion in closed session.  Mr. dePoortere

said a long term solution for additional equipment and records storage must be sought and  

renovations are in progress on the PD level.  Mr. Rossi suggested a facilities study be done to

address all issues.
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Proposed Expansion of Lower Field, Bernards High School

A request for information received by Ferriero Engineering from John Thonet who is preparing a

report for Active Citizens for Responsible Sustainability (ACRES) was discussed.  It was the

unanimous opinion of Borough Council that Ferriero Engineering not be authorized to perform

work pursuant to the request.    

Paraguayan Presidential Election

A letter dated March 25 from Benigno Ruiz Diaz advising "that on Sunday, April 21, the

Bernardsville Train Station will be used as a polling place for the Paraguayan Presidential

Election.  If there are any special arrangements that need to be made with the Borough, please

advise as soon as possible."  The request was referred to the Borough’s Risk Managers who

compiled a list of questions regarding the event.  The request for more information was sent to

Mr. Ruiz Diaz but answers had not been received by this date, so no action was taken on the

request.  

 Correspondence (none)

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. dePoortere moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Personnel Matters and

Contract Negotiations - BOE, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters

can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Motion was seconded by Mr.

Sooy and approved with six yes votes.  Mayor Honecker announced that no action is anticipated

after the Closed Session.

                                               REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT  

Mr. Lawrence moved to reopen the meeting to the public and adjourn at 8:55 p.m.   Motion was

seconded by Mr. Rossi and approved with six yes votes.

______________________     
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