
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
April 22, 2013

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence, Joseph Rossi and Kevin
Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Jr.,
Administrator/CMFO and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November
28, 2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Draft Open Space Plan Update

Michael Catania and Jonathan Wagar from Conservation Resources, Professional Service
Contractors for the borough, presented the Draft Open Space Plan Update, also available at
www.bernardsvilleopenspace.org and asked for public input on the draft by May 17.  The plan
outlines a vision for preservation of open space and farmland, for creating a more bike and
pedestrian-friendly community, and suggests goals, including establishment and connectivity of
three Greenways.  Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public at this point.  Rosalie
Ballantine, Pheasant Hill Drive said this is an exciting plan and that access to existing sites is
needed.  Mayor Honecker closed the public portion.  Mr. Catania encouraged public comments to
Conservation Resources at the address shown herein. 

HPAC grants & Dunster-Squibb House progress

Dan Lincoln, Historic Preservation Advisory Committee, and Michael Calafati, Architect and
contractor who prepared the Historic Structure Report (HSR) for the Dunster-Squibb house, were
present.  Mr. Lincoln listed three Somerset County grants received thus far:   $76,500 in 2010 to
prepare the nomination application to the Register of Historic Places, $70,000 in 2011 for the
Historic Structure Report, and $38,000 for the barn and smokehouse roofs.  He said authorization
to file a fourth application is on the agenda for this meeting.   Mr. Calafati reviewed an HSR
Executive Summary dated April 22, 2013, which lists phases of work to be done between 2013 to
2021 at a total cost of $2,820,061, assuming funding is obtained on schedule.  Mr. Rossi argued
that price is too high, and asked that specs be prepared in order to off set costs through volunteer
participation.  He also asked that borough building inspectors review the report and inspect the
property.  Mayor Honecker said there are some who do not want this project; that the property
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was purchased for $900,000 ($350,000 in borough funds) with the intention of doing restoration
with a combination of grants and fund raising.  Mr. Calafati discussed the project budget effect of
prevailing wage requirements and use of standards set by the Secretary of the Interior.     Mayor
Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Skip Orza, Old Fort Road, said sell the property. 
Betsy Matlack, Mendham Road, called the HSR a magnificent report.  Greg DiGioacchino,
Chilton Street, said to spend the money elsewhere.  Lou Matlack, Mendham Road, encouraged
support for the grant.  Genene Sullivan said anything historic is valuable but we should stop if it
is not viable to proceed.   Marilyn Dee, Round Top Road, said go forth with the grant because
many are interested in investing in a variety of ways, not just recreation facilities.   Patrick
Frame, Chestnut Avenue, said he likes the volunteer labor aspect.  John McCrossan, Laurelwood
Road, said he sat on the Council when Dunster-Squibb was purchased; that it was a good
business decision.  Janet Waite asked about future spending and Mr. Lincoln answered that the
cost to file the grant is minimal, printing costs only, using the HPAC budget.  Mayor Honecker
closed the public portion.

In response to a question from Mayor Honecker, Messrs. Calafati and Lincoln said the building
can be saved, but if nothing is done the building will claim itself.  Moving ahead with Phase one
of the HSR will stop the decline, they said.  Mayor Honecker read Resolution #13-75,

AUTHORIZING GRANT SUBMISSION TO SOMERSET COUNTY HISTORIC

PRESERVATION GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION.   Mr. Lawrence moved to adopt
#13-75.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs.

DePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  Mr. DeLeo voted no.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Rossi moved approval of minutes of meetings held March 25, April 8 and April 15.  Mr.
Sooy seconded the motion which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  John McCrossan commended the Council for
proposing a budget at a 2% increase.  Patrick Frame, Chestnut Avenue, asked if there is anything
new on the proposed turf field and he was told "no substantive response from the Board of

Education, therefore nothing new".   Terry Byrne, Chestnut Avenue, said he supports open space
development for foot and bike paths and opposes turf fields.  Mayor Honecker closed the open
session.  

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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ORDINANCES

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #13-1632, ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE

MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP

BANK.    Greg DiGiocchino, Chilton Street, asked if taxes will increase by 3.5%?  Mr. Maresca,
Chief Financial Officer, explained that this ordinance is done annually, just in case there is a
need to exceed 2%, but the increase is held at 2%.  The Mayor closed the hearing.   Mr. Rossi
moved to pass #13-1632 on final reading and adopt as published.  Motion was seconded by Mr.
Farrell and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo and dePoortere voted no.  Messrs. Farrell,
Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #13-1633, AN ORDINANCE CODIFYING

THE INFORMATION THAT MUST BE INCLUDED ON AN APPLICATION FOR A

CERTIFICATE OF RENTAL HOUSING COMPLIANCE AND SUPPLEMENTING AND

AMENDING CHAPTER XI OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE".  Hearing no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the public hearing. 
Mr. Farrell moved to pass #13-1633 on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Lawrence
seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell,
Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

RESOLUTIONS

#13-84 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR AN EMERGENCY BROADCAST AM

RADIO STATION

#13-85 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#13-86 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. Lawrence moved approval of Resolutions #13-84, 85 and 86.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion
and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy
voted yes.  

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report dated April 17 was received.
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety

Mr. dePoortere reported for the committee that the Paraguayan Election was held on April 21 at
the railroad station without problems or incident.  Chief Valentine and the Superintendent of
Schools have worked out a solution to crosswalk concerns.  A bus stop will be established at
Anderson Road, which will free up a guard for another location.  Promotions/personnel moves
will be discussed in Executive Session.  DOT signal work will begin on April 23 in the center of
town.  The Board of Education has hired an engineering firm to study Middle/Bedwell Schools
traffic concerns.  PD budget concerns will be discussed in Executive Session.  PD short term
storage has been addressed; long term concerns must be addressed at a later date.  The Chief is
working through details for placement of the AM radio station.  A PD walk through to view
facilities concerns will be scheduled.  Investigation of theft at the pool continues.  

Finance

The municipal budget increase is 2%; Public Hearing is scheduled for May 13.

Personnel

The committee is screening applicants for the Assistant to the Public Works Manager.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works

Mr. Rossi reported that an updated road survey is ready for committee review.  It will be placed
on the web site as soon as possible. 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Public Events

The Chamber of Commerce will hold the Sounds Around Town event on June 7 with a rain
date of June 8.  There was general agreement to allow a five piece band on the Route 202 triangle
from 3:00 to 10:00 p.m.  The Chamber will post an insurance certificate and hold harmless
agreement, as usual.

The American Diabetes Association will sponsor the NJ Skylands Tour de Cure bicycle event
on June 2.  The cyclists will pass through a number of communities, including a portion of
Bernardsville.  An insurance certificate and hold harmless agreement has been posted.  The event
was approved by consensus.   
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Consent was given for the BBDC Farmers’ Market, June 15 through November 16, at the
railroad station parking lot.  The fee paid will be $50 per vendor for the entire season, rather than
the fee shown in local ordinance.  

Jay Gillespe and other representatives from Osteria Morini were present to discuss a pig roast

they propose to hold in their parking lot on Sunday, September 1 (as described in emails received
April 15) from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., with proceeds to be donated to a local charity.  It was noted that
insurance requirements and adherence to crowd control measures, if required, will follow.  There
was unanimous consent.  

Tiffany DeLucia from RE/MAX Realty, 2 Claremont Road, requested permission to host a

Penny Lane Dog Adoption and Senior Sanctuary pet adoption on May 19 in front of the
realty office.  The event was described in an email dated April 15.  Ms. DeLucia stated that
RE/MAX will provide a certificate of insurance and hold harmless agreement.  There was
unanimous consent.

Use of municipal property for temporary construction vehicle parking

In a memo dated April 18, the Public Works Manager provided details regarding the Route 202
and Mt. Airy Road intersection left turn signal work to begin on April 23 by an NJDOT
contractor, and on the contractor’s behalf, requested permission for use of the dirt lot opposite
the sewer facility for temporary construction vehicle parking during the project.  Consent was
given.  

Green Team appointments

Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of Resolution #13-87, APPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE

GREEN TEAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE.  The resolution removed members who are no
longer active and added Charlotte Foster and Karen Tyrell.  Mr. dePoortere seconded and the
motion was approved with six yes votes.  

Board of Adjustment appointment

Mr. Rossi moved appointment of Jeff Salliard to the Board of Adjustment.  Mr. dePoortere
seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Rossi and Sooy
voted yes.  Messrs. Farrell and Lawrence voted no.  Motion carried.

Correspondence (none)
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OPEN SESSION

Charlotte Foster, Childs Road resident and member of the Green Team, reported that the E Waste
event held recently was successful.  About 500 cars passed through, recycling 35 tons of
material.  Skip Orza, Old Fort Road, asked for an update on Hurricane Sandy expenses.  Mr.
Maresca reported that the borough spent 2.5 million and to date has received no reimbursement
from FEMA.  

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Personnel Matters, and that
the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when
they are finally resolved.  Motion was seconded by Mr. dePoortere and approved unanimously.
The public was advised that action may be taken following the closed session.

      ADJOURNMENT   

Mr. Lawrence moved to reopen and adjourn at 10:30 p.m.  Motion was seconded by Mr.
dePoortere and approved unanimously.

_____________________       
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