
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
October 15, 2013

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence, and Joseph Rossi.  Also
present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., Administrator &
CMFO, and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough Clerk.  Kevin Sooy was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November

28, 2012. (Audio recording of this meeting is available at bernardsvilleboro.org)

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the above statement and opened the meeting to the public.  Jean Peterson,
Seney Drive, spoke about an onslaught of water eroding her property.  She said the tree roots are
exposed and the driveway is collapsing.  She presented pictures to council and provided a flash
drive with videos.  She said she had spoken to John Macdowall about this in the past.  Mayor
Honecker said the Public Works Committee can meet with John Macdowall to discuss this
further.  Mayor Honecker closed the public session.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinances 

Mr. Rossi moved that #13-1644, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY ORDINANCE

#13-1622, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a
public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., October 28, 2013.  Mr. Farrell
seconded and the motion was approved with five yes votes.

Resolutions

#13-154 APPROVING A PLACE-TO-PLACE TRANSFER OF A.B.C. LICENSE

ISSUED TO DUE TERRE

 

#13-155 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A TREATMENT WORKS APPROVAL

STATEMENT OF CONSENT (WQM-003) FOR SOMERSET HILLS

COUNTRY CLUB

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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#13-156 AUTHORIZING A REFUND

#13-157 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #13-

00019, 15-15 PINE STREET

#13-158 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF 2013 SEWER CHARGES PAID IN ERROR,

3 PROSPECT STREET

#13-159 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-

00006, 32 OLD TOWN COURT

#13-160 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #2 TO THE CONTRACT FOR OLD

FORT ROAD AND ANDERSON HILL ROAD SIDEWALK

IMPROVEMENTS 

#13-161 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 TO THE CONTRACT FOR OAK

PLACE ROAD AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS 

#13-162 APPOINTING JOSH FOWLER AS POLICE RECORDS CLERK

#13-163 ACCEPTING A DONATION TO THE BERNARDSVILLE POLICE

DEPARTMENT

#13-164 AUTHORIZING DEVELOPER'S AGREEMENT WITH DCL HOLDING,

LLC AND AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF EXISTING GUARANTEE AND

ESCROW TO MILL STREET HOLDING CO., INC., AKA OLD MILL

MANOR, INC. - 25 MILL ST.; BLOCK 69, LOT 39

#13-165 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#13-166 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR MUNICIPAL PARKING LOT SNOW

PLOWING AND SIDEWALK CLEARING 

#13-167 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR EMERGENCY TREE

PRUNING/REMOVAL SERVICES

Mr. Farrell moved adoption of Resolutions #13-154 through #13-167.  Mr. Rossi seconded the

motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, and Rossi

voted yes.
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Video cameras for the meeting room

Mr. Rossi said a taxpayer in town who does this type of work wants to get involved.  He is going

to help us price out the job to see if we can do it on our own to get better pricing and hire a local

contractor to do it.  Mayor Honecker said he spoke with the Mayor of Long Hill Township about

this topic.  They have cameras that are operated by volunteers, and he said if we could get

qualified volunteers, it could lead us to getting more cameras.  Mr. Farrell noted if it is within the

bid threshold, we have to go through the proper channels the way we would legally.  Mayor

Honecker said Mr. Rossi is asking for council consent to move forward having a local volunteer

provide us with information of bidding and setting up the camera work that council will

ultimately look at.  He asked if everyone was ok with that.  No objections were made.

Fields/RFP’s for improvements

Mr. Rossi said the RFP’s are in.  There’s more information that was gathered about the sand

based field, which will be put together for the Recreation Committee.  There were questions

about the cost and maintenance of a sand based field with grass.  Three manufacturers and some

engineers have weighed in on it, and that will be put together and circulated.

Citizen’s Complaint Form - web site modifications or Mitchell Humphry module

Mr. Rossi said they are trying to get everyone together to see who from the Housing Advisory

Committee can attend when the individual from Mitchell Humphrey comes in to go through the

system.  It was mentioned that Alpha Dog’s cost to make website modifications to the Citizen’s

Complaint Form is $900.  Mr. Rossi said we want to see how we can tie everything together with

the new system, which would give flexibility for the inspectors.  Mr. Lawrence asked if council

could attend when the individual from Mitchell Humphrey comes in.  Mr. Rossi said council

members can come.  Mr. Rossi said a date has not been set yet.  

Resolution establishing decal fees for 2014

Mr. Rossi asked if this resolution could be amended, if the Planning Board has additional

provisions for building owners regarding parking spaces.  Mr. Pidgeon said yes.  Mr. Lawrence

moved #13-168, RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING DECAL FEES FOR 2014, Mr. dePoortere

seconded, and the motion was approved with five yes votes.  

Cub Scout Request - Annual Rocket Launch

It was stated this was done in the past, subject to receipt of a certificate of insurance and hold

harmless agreement.  In addition, it was noted to have them check with the proper officials at

FAA or DTA to see if they need clearance.   No objections were made to this year’s request.
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Correspondence

Mayor Honecker read an invitation to a presentation at the Bernardsville Library on October 22nd

titled "Green Infrastructure: What Is It?".  The Environmental Commission would like a flyer

announcing this presentation on the borough website.  Council consent was given.    

Mayor Honecker mentioned he was approached by a resident who wants to make a contribution

of a structure to the borough.  It is a small office building.  Mr. Rossi said we would be

responsible for moving it.  The Recreation Committee said they would be interested and possibly

putting it at the triangle at the Polo Ground field, which could be used as an office for sign ups. 

We would have the expense of moving it and putting a foundation under it, and getting power

and water to it.  Mr. Pidgeon said since it is not real property, it could be done by resolution, but

we should make sure it is moveable.  Mr. Rossi said we can get some prices on moving it, and

we can get an architect to gift-in-kind and draw it up.  Mayor Honecker said we could all look at

and put it on the agenda for the next meeting, and suggested Len Perre look at it.  

Mr. Maresca mentioned a resident of Far Hills came into the office today and requested to enroll

her daughter into the Bernardsville basketball program.  Mr. Maresca said Recreation has a

policy that the children have to be residents of Bernardsville.  Mr. Rossi said every year there’s

families from other towns asking to be included in the program, and the answer has been no.  It

was decided to let the Recreation policy stand and not allow the request.

CLOSED SESSION

It was moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Contract Negotiations, and that the

time when and circumstances under which the matter can be disclosed to the public is when it

(they) are finally resolved.   The motion was seconded and approved with five yes votes.

                                                     ADJOURNMENT                                                              

Mayor Honecker adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  

__________________________

Deputy Borough Clerk
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