
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
October 28, 2013

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, Craig Lawrence, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also
present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., Administrator &
CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk and Assistant Administrator.  Council Member
John Farrell arrived at 7:05 p.m.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November

28, 2012.  (Audio recording of this meeting is available at bernardsvilleboro.org)

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS (none)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Sooy moved approval of minutes of meetings held September 23 and October 15.  Mr.
Lawrence seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Chestnut Avenue residents Terry Byrne and Patrick Frame asked for an update on fields. Council
Member Farrell arrived.  Fields were generally discussed and the gentlemen were advised that
more discussion on the top with the Board of Education is scheduled for November 12.

Sherry Frawley, Carriage House Road, asked who would attend the November 12 meeting and if
backup prepared for that meeting would be available to the public?  The Mayor commented the
Board of Education would attend and the extent of back up material is not known today.  More
general discussion on fields followed, and Mr. DeLeo suggested the November 12 meeting be
postponed until the fields study is completed.  Mr. Farrell agreed.  It was unanimously decided to
postpone the November 12 discussion to a future date, pending receipt of the fields study.  

Scott Rivello, Wisteria Way, asked if there was anything new on the proposed communications
tower at the Pill Hill site?  He was advised we are waiting to hear from Somerset County with a
date to review plans with the Borough Council at a public meeting.

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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Janet Waite, Rippling Brook Way, asked about the status of FEMA reimbursement for Hurricane
Sandy damages.  Mr. Maresca explained 1.2 million has been received to date and that those
funds, and any additional funds received by December 5, will be appropriated via a Chapter 159
resolution and will reduce debt service.  Hearing no further comments, Mayor Honecker closed
the public session.

ORDINANCE

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #13-1644, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING

SALARY ORDINANCE #13-1622.  Hearing no comments or questions, the Mayor closed the
public hearing.  Mr. Lawrence moved to pass the ordinance on final reading and adopt as
published.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo,
dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

RESOLUTIONS

#13-169 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-

00021, 15 WEST STREET

#13-170 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN THE 2014

RECYCLING AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET COUNTY

#13-171 EXTENDING THE CONTRACT FOR ZONING ENFORCEMENT

SERVICES

#13-172 APPROVING A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF

BERNARDSVILLE AND STREET FAIRS LLC

#13-173 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#13-174 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#13-175 APPOINTING CLASS II SPECIAL POLICE OFFICER (Anthony

Chiarello)

#13-176 REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEMS OF REVENUE AND

APPROPRIATION, N.J.S. 40A:4-87

Resolutions #13-175 and 176 were added; not shown on the printed agenda for this meeting.  Mr.
Rossi moved adoption of Resolutions #13-169 through #13-176.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion,
which was approved upon a call of the roll.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi
and Sooy voted yes.    
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REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of October 24 was received, and certain items were held for discussion in
closed session.  In response to an inquiry from Mr. Rossi, Mr. Pidgeon said that he spoke to the
Assistant Prosecutor this afternoon regarding a matter involving the Chief of Police and the
dismissal of a traffic ticket issued to a Waite family member and was informed that the
Prosecutor’s investigation found no evidence of wrongdoing and that the file was closed.      

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. dePoortere, Public Safety Committee, said the committee is working on police promotions.
Speed tables have been installed on school property.  In accordance with Ordinance #13-1636,
signs will be installed making all of Boyland Terrace and a portion of West Street one way.  A

crosswalk will be installed at Wesley Avenue.  Mr. Sooy, Finance Committee, reported that
some FEMA money has been received and the committee will do a 2013 budget analysis in

preparation for work on the 2014 budget.   Mr. DeLeo, Personnel Committee, said there was a
recent Executive Session meeting to discuss PBA Contract negotiations.  Mr. Rossi,

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee, disputed a comment that was reported
in a newspaper that Police Department building repairs were delayed while he looked for gifts in
kind to cover the work, and claimed that slow progress on Public Works projects during 2013
can be attributed to the staff being overwhelmed with Hurricane Sandy related issues.  He said
the SBR Control project for the sewer department is ready to go to bid.  Elmer Avenue and
Round Top Road projects will be done in the next three months.  Claremont bridge bids have
been received.  Brush has been cleared at that location.  Kiwanis field and Post Kennel drainage
concerns were discussed.  The Mullens Lane sidewalk base survey has been completed by
Ferriero Engineering and the preliminary plan is almost complete.  Mayor Honecker asked if it is
advisable to do road projects in winter months?  Mr. Rossi answered that related drainage work
can proceed.     

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Verizon link on web site

The Community Relations manager for Internet.Verizon.com contacted the borough via email
regarding the Verizon FIOS availability page and asked if the Availability Checker could be
added to the borough web site?  Following discussion, it was decided not to add the Availability
Checker, since our web site has no links to other public utilities.

Ambulance Shared Services

In a letter dated October 16, Jersey Professional Management advised that an RFP will be issued
for Basic Life Support services between the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday, and informed the borough that to participate in the RFP, a resolution must be submitted 
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by November 18.  Following review and discussion by the Borough Council, it was decided not
to participate at this time.

HPAC mailing/Report on Dunster Squibb project 

Mr. Maresca advised that HPAC has requested funds to print and send a mailer on the Dunster
Squibb project, estimated cost at about $500.  Mr. DeLeo moved to approve $500 for this
purpose.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence,
Rossi and Sooy voted no.  Mr. Rossi recommended that a 501C3 be considered for the project.   

OPEN SESSION

Christine Zamarra, Anderson Hill Road, asked when the Anderson crosswalk will be installed? 
Mr. Rossi advised that the Public Woks Committee will follow up on that issue and schedule a
meeting as soon as possible.  

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider matters that fall under
Attorney Client privilege, Personnel matters and Pending Litigation, and that the time when and
circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally
resolved.  Motion was seconded by Mr. dePoortere and approved with six yes votes.

                                 REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT                                                     
                                 

Mr. dePoortere moved to adjourn the executive session.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Sooy and
approved with six yes votes.  Mayor Honecker adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m.

____________________________

keywords: fields-fema-hurricane-sandy-salary-tax-recycling-zoning-street-fair-police-finance-revenue-crosswalk-speed-table-sidewalk-hpac-
ambulance-verizon

BC102813.min


