
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
January 9, 2012

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Honecker at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 9. 
Present were Council Members John Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster, Craig Lawrence, John
McCrossan, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney,
Ralph Maresca, Jr., Administrator & CMFO and Sandra Jones, Clerk/Assistant Administrator.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Honecker stated that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News,
Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal
Bulletin Board on January 4, 2012.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Hearing no comments, he closed.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Resolutions

#12-19 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO SIGN THE 2012

RECYCLING AGREEMENT WITH SOMERSET COUNTY

#12-20 APPROVING CHANGE ORDER #2 TO THE CONTRACT FOR

MULLENS LANE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

#12-21 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#12-22 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#12-23 SUPPORTING JCP&L FOUR (4) YEAR PRUNING PROGRAM

Mr. Lawrence moved approval of Resolutions #12-19 and #12-21 through 23.  Mr. Sooy
seconded the motion, which was approved upon a call of the roll.  Members Farrell, Foster,
Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  

Resolution #12-20 was discussed, then Mr. McCrossan moved approval.  Mr. Rossi seconded the
motion, which was approved with six yes votes.  

O.C.A. Benefit Services (Craig Sutherland)

This item was tabled until the meeting on February 14.
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Closed Session

Mrs. Foster moved to adjourn to an executive session to discuss labor contract negotiations

with the Borough’s Labor Counsel, and that the time when and circumstances under which the
matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mr. Farrell seconded the
motion, which was approved with six yes votes.  Following the session, it was moved and
seconded to reopen the meeting to the public.  Motion carried.  

Hotel & Multiple Family Dwellings

Mayor Honecker asked whether Council wants to consider including in our housing ordinance
those multiple family residential rentals already subject to inspection by the State under the Hotel
and Multiple Family Dwellings law?  Council was unanimous in a decision to include the units
in our annual inspection program, and Mr. Pidgeon was directed to prepare an ordinance for
introduction on January 23.  

Towing Ordinance

This matter was tabled until February 14.

Proposed resolution to approve holiday exchanges

A resolution proposing the following changes for borough office employees was reviewed:

$ General Election Day, November 6, will be a normal work day in exchange for a day off
on Friday, November 23, the day after Thanksgiving.

$ Martin Luther King’s Birthday, January 16 (normally observed as a floating holiday) will
be a normal work day in exchange for a day off on Monday, December 24. 

Mr. Lawrence moved that the Resolution, #12-24 AUTHORIZING HOLIDAY EXCHANGES,
be approved.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion which was approved with six yes votes.

Final Draft State Strategic Plan

A copy of a letter from Mr. Mondok to the Planning Board regarding the Final Draft State
Strategic Plan and the designation of Bernardsville as a Local Investment Area (LPA), dated
December 8, 2011, was reviewed.   Somerset County is seeking comment from the Bernardsville
Planning Board, and Borough Council Members agreed that the Planning Board may comment as
appropriate.
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Closing day for agenda items

Business for Council agendas must be provided to the Borough Clerk by the close of business on
Wednesday preceding each meeting, so that proposed agendas may be completed, then referred
to the Mayor and Council President for approval as soon as possible thereafter.  

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker stated he received a letter from Jersey Professional Management which outlined
the various services they provide to municipalities.  

A representative of the AFL-CIO sent a letter to educate consumers and/or businesses in regard
to a plan by the Postal Service to move mail sorting operations to a facility in Kearny.  The letter
claims the move will affect service in the 079 Bernardsville zip code, and advised that a public
hearing is scheduled for January 10 in Milltown, NJ.

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider the Railroad Station lease

agreement and potential property acquisition, and that the time when and circumstances under
which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.   Mr. Rossi
seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Claremont Road Tree Trimming

Before closing to the public, Mr. Macdowall, Public Works Manager, explained that an
opportunity has been presented to schedule tree trimming on Claremont Road, coordinated with
JCP&L and Somerset County.  The borough contractor, Tree Tech, could also be available to
handle our part, at a price expected to be below $5,000, and he asked for permission to proceed. 
He explained that as soon as scheduled, local businesses will be informed.  Mr. McCrossan
moved to allow the Public Works Manager to proceed with JCP&L, Somerset County and Tree
Tech to perform trimming of trees near wires on Claremont Road.  Mrs. Foster seconded the
motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Mr. Lawrence moved to proceed to executive session.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which
was approved with six yes votes.

                               REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT                              

Moved by Mrs. Foster at 9:00 p.m., seconded by Mr. Rossi and approved with six yes votes.
___________________

BOROUGH CLERK 
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